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FOOTNOTE



WHAT’S WRONG IN ROME?



6 Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto 
God.

Philippians 4:6 (NIV)
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WHAT’S WRONG IN ROME?



You oversee the 5/3 and Comerica Bank merger. You are 
hosting your first meeting. In this meeting you have 

hostile consumers from both banks.  
Comerica consumers think 5/3 consumers are not worthy 

to be in the same room with them.
5/3 consumers thinks Comerica consumers are arrogant 

and should be grateful 5/3 bought them out.
Your job is to settle the room and bring everybody 

together.  Develop a 3-point plan on how you would do 
that?

HOMEWORK



7 CONTEXT CLUES 
ABOUT THE BOOK OF 

ROMANS



Paul is writing to a church 
though 

he had never visited Rome!
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13 Brothers and sisters, I want you to 
know that I have planned many times to 
come to you, but something always 
happens to change my plans. I would 
like to see the same good result among 
you that I have had from my work 
among the other non-Jewish people.

Romans 1:13 (ETR)



It was decided that we would sail for 
Italy.

Finally, we came to Rome.

Acts 27:1 (ETR)

Acts 28:14 (ETR)



Acts 27:8

Acts 27:4

Acts 27:5Acts 27:10

Acts 27:18-20

Acts 27:43-44



After we had been on an island called 
Malta for three months, we were ready to 
leave. We got on a ship from Alexandria. 
On the front of the ship was the sign for 
the twin gods. 12 We stopped at the city 
of Syracuse. We stayed there three days 
and then left. 

Acts 28:11-12



13 We came to the city of Rhegium. The 
next day a wind began to blow from the 
southwest, so we were able to leave. A 
day later we came to the city of Puteoli. 
14 We found some believers there, who 
asked us to stay with them a week. 
Finally, we came to Rome.

Acts 28:13-14



• Harsh winds
• Hurricane
• Broken ships
• Lost cargo
• 14 days with no sun or stars
• Swimming in cold water
• Snake bite
• Malta (3 months)
• Syracuse (3 days)
• Puteoli (1 week)

THE JOURNEY TO ROME



• DESTINY
• DETERMINATION
• devil

THE JOURNEY TO ROME



When God has destined you for 
something, nothing can stop you 
from arriving to the destination!

DESTINY



15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy 
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, 
to bear my name before the Gentiles, 
and kings, and the children of Israel:
16 For I will shew him how great things 
he must suffer for my name's sake.

Acts 9:15-16



11 And the night following the Lord 
stood by him, and said, Be of good 
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of 
me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear 
witness also at Rome.

Acts 23:11



Paul’s determination for GOD
equals GOD’s protection for Paul!

DETERMINATION 



And when it was determined that we 
should sail into Italy, they delivered 
Paul and certain other prisoners unto 
one named Julius, a centurion of 
Augustus' band.

Acts 27:1



It was decided that we would sail for 
Italy. An army officer named Julius, 
who served in the emperor’s special 
army, was put in charge of guarding 
Paul and some other prisoners on the 
trip.

Acts 27:1 (ETR)



3 The next day we came to the city 
of Sidon. Julius was very good to 
Paul and gave him freedom to go 
visit his friends there, who gave 
him whatever he needed.

Acts 27:3 (ETR)



Just because the assignment is 
hard, doesn’t mean it didn’t come 

from GOD!

devil 



18 The next day the storm was blowing 
against us so hard that the men threw 
some things out of the ship. 19 A day later 
they threw out the ship’s equipment. 20 For 
many days we could not see the sun or the 
stars. The storm was very bad. We lost all 
hope of staying alive—we thought we 
would die.

Acts 27:18-20 (ETR)



21 The men did not eat for a long time. 
Then one day Paul stood up before them 
and said, “Men, I told you not to leave 
Crete. You should have listened to me. 
Then you would not have all this trouble 
and loss. 22 But now I tell you to be happy. 
None of you will die, but the ship will be 
lost.

Acts 27:21-22 (ETR)



23 Last night an angel came to me from God—
the God I worship and belong to. 24 The angel 
said, ‘Paul, don’t be afraid! You must stand 
before Caesar. And God has given you this 
promise: He will save the lives of all those 
sailing with you.’ 25 So men, there is nothing to 
worry about. I trust God, and I am sure 
everything will happen just as his angel told 
me.

Acts 27:23-25 (ETR)



The church was not founded by 
Paul!
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4 And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 5 And there were dwelling at 
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of 
every nation under heaven.

Acts 2:4-5



44 And all that believed were together, and 
had all things common; 45 And sold their 
possessions and goods, and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need. 46 And 
they, continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house 
to house, did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart,

Acts 2:44-46



8 First I want to say that I thank my 
God through Jesus Christ for all of 
you. I thank him because people 
everywhere in the world are talking 
about your great faith.

Romans 1:8 (ETR)



PAUL’S MINISTRY 
PREFERENCE



20 I always want to tell the Good News in 
places where people have never heard of 
Christ. I do this because I don’t want to 
build on the work that someone else has 
already started. 21 But as the Scriptures 
say, “Those who were not told about him 
will see, and those who have not heard 
about him will understand.”

Romans 15:20-21 (ETR)



22 That’s what has kept me so busy 
and prevented my coming to see you in 
Rome, even though I have wanted to 
come many times.

Romans 15:22 (ETR)



What can Paul teach to a 
congregation already 

established?



17 Brothers and sisters, I want you to be very 
careful of those who cause arguments and hurt 
people’s faith by teaching things that are 
against what you learned. Stay away from 
them. 18 People like that are not serving our 
Lord Christ. They are only pleasing 
themselves. They use fancy talk and say nice 
things to fool those who don’t know about evil.

Romans 16:17-18 (ETR)



19 Everyone has heard that you do what 
you were taught, and I am very happy about 
that. But I want you to be wise about what 
is good and to know nothing about what is 
evil.

Romans 16:19 (ETR)



Paul had to established himself
before he could establish them! 
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Greetings from Paul, a servant of 
Christ Jesus. God chose me to be 
an apostle and gave me the work of 
telling his Good News.

Romans 1:1 (ETR)



5 Through Christ, God gave me the 
special work of an apostle—to lead 
people of all nations to believe and 
obey him. I do all this to honor Christ.

Romans 1:5 (ETR)



9-10 Every time I pray, I always remember 
you. God knows this is true. He is the one I 
serve with all my heart by telling people the 
Good News about his Son. I pray that I will 
be allowed to come to you. It will happen if 
God wants it.

Romans 1:9-10 (ETR)



Servant (v1)
Christ chose me (v1)
An apostle (v1)
God gave me the special work (v5)
Lead people of all nations (v5)
He is the one I serve (v9)
I pray I am allowed to come to you (v10)

Establish himself






