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Jocelyn Benson at 46% and Republican John James at 39% in Michigan’s
race for governor, with 9% of likely voters still undecided.



9% of likely voters still undecided.









https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/PublicBallot/Index



WHAT’S WRONG IN ROME?





You oversee the 5/3 and Comerica Bank merger. You are 
hosting your first meeting. In this meeting you have 

hostile consumers from both banks.  
Comerica consumers think 5/3 consumers are not worthy 

to be in the same room with them.
5/3 consumers thinks Comerica consumers are arrogant 

and should be grateful 5/3 bought them out.
Your job is to settle the room and bring everybody 

together.  Develop a 3-point plan on how you would do 
that?

HOMEWORK



7 CONTEXT CLUES 
ABOUT THE BOOK OF 

ROMANS



Paul is writing to a church 
though 

he had never visited Rome!

1



13 Brothers and sisters, I want you to 
know that I have planned many times to 
come to you, but something always 
happens to change my plans. I would 
like to see the same good result among 
you that I have had from my work 
among the other non-Jewish people.

Romans 1:13 (ETR)



The church was not founded by 
Paul!
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20 I always want to tell the Good News in 
places where people have never heard of 
Christ. I do this because I don’t want to 
build on the work that someone else has 
already started. 21 But as the Scriptures 
say, “Those who were not told about him 
will see, and those who have not heard 
about him will understand.”

Romans 15:20-21 (ETR)



Paul had to established himself
before he could establish them! 
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Greetings from Paul, a servant of 
Christ Jesus. God chose me to be 
an apostle and gave me the work of 
telling his Good News.

Romans 1:1 (ETR)



Servant (v1)
Christ chose me (v1)
An apostle (v1)
God gave me the special work (v5)
Lead people of all nations (v5)
He is the one I serve (v9)
I pray I am allowed to come to you (v10)

Establish himself



Paul wrote to a mix congregation!
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5 Through Christ, God gave me the 
special work of an apostle—to lead 
people of all nations to believe and 
obey him. I do all this to honor Christ.

Romans 1:5 (ETR)



14 I must serve all people—those 
who share in Greek culture and 
those who are less civilized, the 
educated as well as the ignorant. 
15 That is why I want so much to 
tell the Good News to you there in 
Rome.

Romans 1:14-15



16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek. 17 For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith.

Romans 1:16-17





3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in the 
country of Cilicia. I grew up in this city. I 
was a student of Gamaliel, who carefully 
taught me everything about the law of 
our fathers. I was very serious about 
serving God, the same as all of you here 
today. 

Acts 22:3 (ETR)



5 I was circumcised on the eighth day after my 
birth. I am from the people of Israel and the 
tribe of Benjamin. I am a true Jew, and so were 
my parents. The law was very important to me. 
That is why I became a Pharisee. 6 I was so 
eager to defend my religion that I persecuted 
the church. And no one could find fault with 
the way I obeyed the Law of Moses.

Philippians 3:4-6 (ETR)



Paul

• I am Jew (a true Jew)
• Gamaliel (teacher of the law)
• Knowledgeable of the law
• Circumcised on the 8th day
• From the people of Israel
• Pharisee



Paul had to write with NO BIAS



19 I am free. I belong to no other person, but 
I make myself a slave to everyone. I do this 
to help save as many people as I can. 20 To 
the Jews I became like a Jew so that I could 
help save Jews. I myself am not ruled by the 
law, but to those who are ruled by the law I 
became like someone who is ruled by the 
law. I did this to help save those who are 
ruled by the law.

1 Corinthians 9:19-20 (ETR)



21 To those who are without the law I became 
like someone who is without the law. I did 
this to help save those who are without the 
law. (But really, I am not without God’s law—I 
am ruled by the law of Christ.) 22 To those 
who are weak, I became weak so that I could 
help save them. I have become all things to 
all people. I did this so that I could save 
people in any way possible.

1 Corinthians 9:21-22 (ETR)



23 I do all this to make the Good News 
known. I do it so that I can share in the 
blessings of the Good News.

1 Corinthians 9:23 (ETR)



The Jews were returning to a 
different church!
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Later, Paul left Athens and went to the city 
of Corinth. 2 There he met a Jewish man 
named Aquila, who was born in the country 
of Pontus. But he and his wife, Priscilla, 
had recently moved to Corinth from Italy. 
They left Italy because Claudius had given 
an order for all Jews to leave Rome. Paul 
went to visit Aquila and Priscilla.

Acts 18:1-2



Why were the Jews driven out? 



42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the 
synagogue, the people asked them to come 
again on the next Sabbath day and tell them 
more about these things. 43 After the meeting, 
many of the people followed Paul and Barnabas, 
including many Jews and people who had 
changed their religion to be like Jews and 
worship the true God. Paul and Barnabas 
encouraged them to continue trusting in God’s 
grace.

Acts 13:42-43



44 On the next Sabbath almost the entire 
city gathered together to hear the word of 
the Lord [about salvation through faith in 
Christ]. 45 But when the Jews saw the 
crowds, they were filled with jealousy and 
began contradicting the things said by 
Paul, and were slandering him.

Acts 13:44-45 (AMP)



46 And [at the same time] Paul and 
Barnabas spoke out boldly and confidently, 
saying, “It was necessary that God’s 
message [of salvation through faith in 
Christ] be spoken to you [Jews] first. Since 
you repudiate it and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, now we turn to the 
Gentiles.

Acts 13:46 (AMP)



48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began 
rejoicing and glorifying [praising and giving thanks 
for] the word of the Lord; and all those who had 
been appointed (designated, ordained) to eternal 
life [by God] believed [in Jesus as the Christ and 
their Savior]. 50 But the Jews incited the devout, 
prominent women and the leading men of the city, 
and instigated persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and drove them forcibly out of their 
district.

Acts 13:48;50 (AMP)





Five years later, all those Jews, 
including many who followed 

Jesus, were allowed to return. 
When they did, they found a church 
that had become non-Jewish in its 

customs and practice.





Paul had a unique writing style 
for the church in Rome!
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3:1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is 
the benefit of circumcision?
3:9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; 
for we have already charged that both Jews and 
Greeks are all under sin;
3:29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the 
God of Gentiles also?
3:31 Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May 
it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.

KJV



4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our 
forefather according to the flesh, has found?
4:9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the 
uncircumcised also?
7:1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking 
to those who know the law), that the law has 
jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?
9:30 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did 
not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, 
even the righteousness which is by faith…

KJV



10:18 But I say, surely they have never heard, have 
they?
10:19 But I say, surely Israel did not know, did 
they?
11:1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, 
has He?
11:2 Or do you not know what the Scripture says in 
the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God 
against Israel?

KJV



The Apostle Paul asks over 
60 rhetorical and direct 

questions.



The primary purpose of asking open-ended 
questions is to encourage detailed, free-form 
responses that reveal a person's underlying 

thoughts, feelings, motivations.

Asking open-ended questions during tension or 
conflict shifts the conversation from blame and 
defensiveness toward curiosity, empathy, and 

collaborative problem-solving.



Paul was trying to unite a 
church while Rome was 

divided.
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16 When we came to Rome, Paul was allowed to 
live alone. But a soldier stayed with him to guard 
him. 17 Three days later Paul sent for some of the 
most important Jews. When they came together, he 
said, “My brothers, I have done nothing against our 
people or against the customs of our fathers. But I 
was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the 
Romans. 18 They asked me many questions, but 
they could not find any reason why I should be put 
to death. So they wanted to let me go free.

Acts 28:16-18 (ETR)



19 But the Jews there did not want that. So 
I had to ask to come to Rome to have my 
trial before Caesar. That doesn’t mean I am 
accusing my people of doing anything 
wrong. 20 That is why I wanted to see you 
and talk with you. I am bound with this 
chain because I believe in the hope of 
Israel.”

Acts 28:19 (ETR)



Paul did not focus on himself, 
he focused on Jesus Christ!



18 I will not talk about anything I did myself. I will talk 
only about what Christ has done with me in leading 
the non-Jewish people to obey God. They have 
obeyed him because of what I have said and done. 19 
And they obeyed him because of the power of the 
miraculous signs and wonders that happened—all 
because of the power of God’s Spirit. I have told 
people the Good News about Christ in every place 
from Jerusalem to Illyricum. And so I have finished 
that part of my work.

Romans 15:18-19 (ETR)








