	[image: image1.png]



	New Castle First Baptist Church

JANUARY 2020


1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (ESV)
Happy New Year!  Not just a new year, but a new decade.  What a wonderful opportunity for us to hit the reset button; to make our resolutions; to discard our bad habits or implement new ones.  An opportunity for us to make a commitment to ourselves, our families and our God that we are going to do things differently from now on.  Or . . . not. 

If you are like most people, you have made many resolutions in the past around this time of year.  Also, if you are like most people (91% according to one pole), you have learned that your resolve is not as strong as you thought it was.  Funny how those promises we make in January are barely a memory by March, April or even January 2nd.   

Cynics may say, “What’s the point?  Why should we even bother trying to make a resolution if we know we will fail?”  I, for one, do not put myself in this camp.  The moment we decide that we are done improving and growing is the day that we start dying.  Human existence is all about progress.  Discipleship is all about progress.  There is a big difference between thriving and surviving.  We are called to do the former.  You and I both know it.  It is in our bones.  God made us this way.  This is why contentment is found in accomplishments and advancements and we become discontent (or even depressed) if we are not able to achieve either.  So by all means, set goals.  But also come up with a plan to realize those goals.  As Henry David Thoreau wrote, “If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be. Now put the foundations under them.”

Of course, we should not wait till New Year’s each year to try and change the direction of our lives.  As Christians, we are called to do this any and every time we step off of God’s path for our lives.  This is called repentance.  To repent, as we are called to, is not all that different from a New Year’s resolution.  Wikipedia rightly defines repent thusly:  “Repentance is the activity of reviewing one's actions and feeling contrition or regret for past wrongs, which is accompanied by commitment to change for the better.”  Please note, both are necessary if we are to repent the way the Bible calls us to.  The Greek word μετανοέω (pronounced “metanoia”) means to feel conviction and sorrow over a sin but it also means to try and avoid that sin again.  It means that we are to have a change of direction in our lives at that point.  One can be convicted that some habit they are engaged in is a sin.  They can know that it is wrong for them to engage in that sin, but they have not repented of that behavior till they have actually made the commitment to break the habit and never engage in that behavior again.  

Repentance is mandatory if we are to have a saving relationship with Christ.  It is impossible for a non-repentant person to ever enter the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus said, ““I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:32).  Jesus spoke of the need to repent often and so did his apostles after his ascension.  Whenever they preached, they always taught that one needed to repent if they were to be forgiven (Acts 2:38, 3:19, 8:32, 17:30, 20:21, 26:20).  And Paul made it clear that those whose lives are characterized by sin (i.e. the non-repentant) will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). 

Repentance is also important for the believer after we are one with Christ.  Because unfortunately, like our resolutions, our repentance does not always take.  We can truly repent and then backslide again.  Just because a person truly repents of smoking does not mean that they are never going to backslide.  Sometimes we even struggle with the same sin over and over again after many times of sincerely repenting of that sin.  The good news is every time we sincerely repent, we are forgiven.  The passage above says that when we do repent, Jesus cleanses us of all unrighteousness.  Our lives may still be impacted temporally by our sin, but because of Jesus, we are pure and blameless in our Heavenly Fathers eyes.  

So, needing to repent, needing to change things is not the mark of a loser.  Needing to repent and trying to change the same old thing time and time again does not make us a loser either.  The loser is the one who never attempts to change or grow.  They are either too foolish to see their need to or they are too blind to see that they can.  We can change church.  And Christ wants to help us do so.  So when you get knocked down, get back up.  And do it again, and again, and again till the Lord calls you home.  The biggest difference between a winner and a loser is that the winner gets up one more time.  My prayer for us this year is that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, gives us the will and the strength to keep getting up.  

Happy New Year,         Pastor Kevin
