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ABOUT US 
 

Corpus Juris is an open access, peer reviewed journal published by Adv. Sunil 

Chauhan, which aims at generating dialogue on matters of current interest. The 

journal does not restrict its authors by any specific theme, allowing 

professionals, academic researchers and law students to express views on 

matters of their interest. It is a humble attempt to reinstate the lost atmosphere 

of legal research and progress.  

 

The ideology of Corpus Juris emanates from the acumen and philanthropic 

vision of its founders who maintain that no original thought process should be 

invalidated in order to ensure a staunch inclusive learning process.  

 

Further, Corpus Juris places an increased impetus on honing skills of their 

authors and constantly strives to make the publication process as collaborative 

as possible.  

 

After our previous edition which garnered an outreach of national as well as 

international students and practicing professionals, Corpus Juris has seen an 

enormous growth, because of you, its readers and our contributors.  

 

With this thought, we hereby present to you 
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A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF SINO-INDIA 

GEOPOLITICS 
-GAUTAMI BADA* 

ABSTRACT 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic struck the world quite unexpectedly, adding to which the international 

political tensions between India and China reached new heights as the Galwan Valley 

skirmish brought to light the several geopolitical issues that exist between the two countries. 

This article aims to investigate, analyze,  and explain the Galwan incident by studying the 

economic and political agendas of both the countries, giving due attention to their history and 

ideologies, its reparations on International Law and peace,  the reasons and impact of the race 

to enhance power with regards to the Belt- Road Initiative and India’s response to the same, 

India’s Economic dependence, the pressure at the United Nations Security Council, that shall  

in turn aid the common man to realize the impending power struggle that the region of South 

Asia awaits and how it shall impact him. Lastly, this article shall elucidate the future actions 

that can be undertaken by India and China, enabling the common man to perceive the situation 

in its entirety. 

 

Keywords: International Law and Peace, Sovereignty, Economic And 

Political Development, UN Charter, Foreign Policy, Diplomacy.   
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THE SKIRMISH  

 

Sovereignty and superiority- are two goals that every nation strives towards and 

to ensure that these goals are fulfilled, they undertake several actions that 

inadvertently define who they are. Geopolitics analyses the geographic 

influences on power relations in international relations1 which is of prime focus 

when it comes to the nature of relations that India as a country shares with its 

neighbors in the sub-continent.  

 

Pakistan and China are two such nations that India shares complex history and 

relations with, which from time to time tend to slip out of the hands of 

diplomatic soundness. The event which caught the eye of all the countries across 

the globe was the Galwan valley skirmish, which as many claimed, was “one of 

the deadliest clashes between India and China in more than 50 years”2, sending 

tremors through various layers  of economic, diplomatic and  political 

foundations  between both the countries, on whose shoulders rest the peace 

and balance in South Asia. This article aims to investigate, analyze,  and explain 

the Galwan incident by studying the economic and political agendas of both the 

countries, giving due attention to the history and ideologies of the two countries, 

the reasons and impact of the race to enhance power it shall have on 

International law and order, in turn aiding the common man to realize the 

impending power struggle that the region of South Asia awaits and how it shall 

impact him.  Lastly, this article shall elucidate the future actions that can be 

undertaken by India and China, enabling the common man to perceive the 

situation in its entirety.  

 

The skirmish between the two countries took place when the world was reeling 

under the Covid-19 Pandemic (“the pandemic” from hereon), a pandemic for 

which China received flak from several countries, as it took root in its territory 

																																																								
1Daniel H Deudney, Politics and Political Systems- Geopolitics’, BRITTANICA, (Aug 25,2020, 3:00 pm) 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/geopolitics  
2 Ankit Panda, A Skirmish in Galwan Valley: India and China’s Deadliest Clash in More Than 50 Years, THE 
DIPLOMAT, (Aug 25,2020, 3:00 pm),  
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/a-skirmish-in-galwan-valley-india-and-chinas-deadliest-clash-in-more-than-50-
years/ 
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and that it failed miserably to contain it. It was on the 15th and 16th of June 2020 

that the Indian and Chinese forces clashed across the Line of Actual Control ( 

the “LAC” from hereon ), reportedly leading 20 Indian Army soldiers to their 

death and injuring another 76 soldiers, in a standoff that took place with the 

absence of any firearms as per the 1996 agreement between the two countries3. 

The skirmish was a result of the tension that was mounting since May 2020 with 

the Chinese forces reportedly began occupying a significant area on the Indian 

side of the LAC, building tall structures in opposition to the road that its 

counterpart has been developing for better access and transport of its armed 

forces. The response to the encounter was denial of the said incident in the 

valley by the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi4, while the China 

proclaimed their sovereignty over the Galwan Valley and Aksai Chin region, 

accusing India to have violated several agreements effected with consensus that 

has consequently harmed not only the relations of the two militaries, but  also 

the feelings of its people.5  

 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

 

The year 2020, though marred by the Galwan valley face-off, sees Sino-India 

relations reach a monumental milestone of completing 70 years, dating back to 

the times of Nehru in India. Historically, both the nations have shared their 

cultures and habits, bringing about a sense of homogeneity that helped cement 

their ties in order to mutually benefit each other in the direction of development. 

Ideologies of both the countries drive their foreign policy and their political 

ambition, India being the world’s largest democracy is  known for upholding, 

conforming and following the international law, while on the other hand, China 

being  a communist country, has always tried to bring a sense of assertion 

through its conduct in the international arena. Observing and sensing this 

ambition, Nehru took a path that he thought would bring about regional 

																																																								
3 Galwan Valley: Satellite images 'show China structures' on India border, BBC NEWS, (Aug 25,2020, 5:00 pm) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53174887 
4 Ibid. 
5 Riyaz ul Khaliq, Indian troops violated agreements along LAC: China, AA NEWS, (Aug 25, 2020, 6:00 pm) 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/indian-troops-violated-agreements-along-lac-china/1879093 
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stability, security and mutual development, as India was the first democratic 

country to recognize  the People’s Republic of China6 and in its effort to validate 

bona fide intention, India declined the permanent seat of the United Nations 

Security Council (“ UNSC” from here on) offered by the United States of 

America (“ US “ from here on) during the Cold war  and endorsed China for 

the same7.  All was jolly good until the issue of Tibet elevated the tensions, all 

piling up to bringing the countries at loggerheads with each other in the year 

1962, which resulted in a short war with India on the losing side. The events 

that followed were among many of the obstacles in establishing peace and 

security, that were made a reality through vehement deliberation, discussion and 

goodwill offered by both the Governments in the years that followed.  

 

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND PEACE  

 

The Galwan advancements and the sudden skirmish by China can be primarily 

perceived as a means to assert its high-handedness and its identity in the region, 

not only to the world at large but also to its own people, as a counter or defense 

mechanism for the strong criticism it faced for the manner in which  it dealt 

with the ongoing pandemic that has certainly and quite adversely paralyzed the 

globe. However, geopolitics and international power struggle is rarely so simple. 

It is far more intricate and pervasive in nature. More importantly, this skirmish 

is among many, that have  in the past violated the United Nations Charter (“UN 

Charter” from here on) which is at the heart of international law and order, 

promulgated by the international community after the horrors of two World 

Wars. Chinese infiltrations at the LAC and Indian retaliation is in gross violation 

of Articles 1 and 2 of the UN Charter that lay down the principles of 

international peace and security. These articles also lay down that countries shall 

refrain from the use of threat or force against the territorial integrity or political 

independence of any state and shall settle their international disputes by peaceful 

																																																								
6 India- China Relations, WIKIPEDIA, (Aug 25, 2020, 6:00 pm) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China%E2%80%93India_relations#:~:text=India%20and%20China%20are%20two
,years%2C%20friendship%20and%20cooperation%20has 
7 Anton Harder, Not at the Cost of China: India and the United Nations Security Council, 1950, WILSON CENTRE, 
(Aug 25, 2020, 6:00 pm) 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/not-the-cost-china-india-and-the-united-nations-security-council-1950 
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means in such a manner that does not endanger international peace and security, 

and justice.8 This essentially resonates that there is a raw struggle for power 

between two countries that have the ability to change the face of the South 

Asian world, but they choose to endanger the balance of the region that is 

plagued with mounting problems, issues that have manifested with prominence 

in light of the pandemic. The question then arises, “Why is China determined 

in having its way in the world and what does it have to prove?” 

 

History seems to give us some answers in this regard. The 20th century saw the 

rise of the US to become the ‘Superpower’ by defeating the Soviet Union, 

keeping the Europeans and the Asians as close allies, guaranteeing them the 

freedom they so craved, especially after several countries joined the bandwagon 

of independence in the era following the Second World War. This era saw US- 

China relations usher into a partnership that served both their purposes at the 

beginning, however, China made better use of the opportunity in a way that has 

made China the biggest competitor of the US decades later. Chinese ambition 

to global domination that entails to establish a world without the influence of 

the West has been the center of major international developments in the 21st 

century.  

 

ON ITS WAY TO WORLD DOMINANCE  

 

One of the biggest recent developments is the ‘Belt Road Initiative’ of China 

that essentially aims to enhance  the pre-existing Chinese economic influence in 

the world as it includes about 68 countries that shall cough up about 40 % of 

the world’s GDP as of 2017.9  The ‘Belt’ is essentially the economic land  passage 

from China to Eastern Turkey that passes from countries like Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, etc. in turn paving way for heavy investments in these countries, 

that are implied to have strategic importance, especially when it can corner a 

country like India, a country that has the fair capability of putting up a fight with 

																																																								
8 UN Charter, Article 1 and Article 2.  
9Belt Road Initiative, WIKIPEDIA, (August 28,2020,8:00pm) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belt_and_Road_Initiative 
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a giant like China. The ‘Road’ elementally refers to the Maritime Silk Route in 

major ports of countries like Kenya, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Malaysia, 

Bangladesh, Myanmar and Cambodia, that unquestionably makes India uneasy 

on the account of rising Chinese dominance in the Indian Ocean that has India 

openly boycott this initiative. The economic expansion specifically in the 

maritime sphere is undoubtedly of strategic importance to China as the prima 

facie regional economic development has also seen Beijing heavily investing in 

smaller economic countries that has effectuated into a ‘Base- buying Spree’. This 

is evident from the fact that China has acquired leasing rights to Pakistan’s 

Gwadar port for 40 years, Greece’s Piraeus port for 35 years, sections of 

Djibouti port for ten years, Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port for 99 years, 20 percent 

of Cambodia’s total coastline for 99 years, and the Maldivian island of Feydhoo 

Finolhu for 50 years,  and to top it all, Beijing is now pressuring Myanmar to 

raise China’s stake from 50 percent to 75 or 85 percent in the Kyaukpyu port 

on the Bay of Bengal, and to lease it for 99 years as well, thus significantly 

increasing Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean apart from the South China 

Sea.10  

 

India’s policies or actions have been more on the reactive side than being 

proactive, even if anticipating a rival’s moves certainly gives an upper hand in 

dealing with any threat, probably because India’s perception of China is far too 

naïve. The advancements  by China in the Indian Ocean has the Indian Navy  

recently unveil a three-pronged strategy despite its reducing share in the 

country’s budget, that entails to stabilize the balance of power in littoral Asia; 

to make the Indian Ocean a fortress by gaining privileged access to bases in 

countries like Indonesia, Mauritius, the Seychelles, Madagascar, Oman, and 

Iran; to conduct joint naval exercises in the East and South China Seas; sign 

logistics exchange agreements with the United States, Singapore, and France to 

gain access to naval bases in the Indo-Pacific, and lastly to launch an ambitious 

																																																								
10 Mohan Malik, China and India: Maritime Maneuvers and Geopolitical Shifts in the Indo-Pacific,2018, RISING 
POWERS PROJECT, (Aug 27, 2020, 10:00 pm) 
https://risingpowersproject.com/quarterly/china-and-india-maritime-maneuvers-and-geopolitical-shifts-in-the-
indo-pacific/ 
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naval expansion program.11 Delhi recently released the map of India that 

includes Ladakh with the Aksai Chin region and Arunachal Pradesh and it is 

very predictable that China will not digest this well. It is important to note that 

India is trying its best to retaliate to this passive war with its several economic 

sanctions by way of its imports, ban on several Chinese apps and also by 

acquiring a permanent seat in the UNSC.  

 

INDIA’S FRAGILE ECONOMY  

 

India as a country that is on the brink of a major economic crisis that began way 

back in 2016 with demonetization and that has only intensified in the light of 

the ongoing pandemic, needs to play its cards very carefully so as to not 

endanger itself in the power struggle that is actually between the US and China. 

The Indian public outrage reached new heights following the Galwan attack and 

advocated for economic independence from China. Sadly, the reality is that the 

Indian economic dependence on China is profound to say the least. Can India 

afford to strike China in an economic battle? Will it really hurt China in the first 

place? 

 

Acting in a haste can prove extremely disastrous for the Indian economy as the 

State Bank of India’s economic research report ‘Ecowrap’ elucidates and 

suggests – ‘India has to clearly take a calibrated call in reducing its import 

dependence on China and not through sudden stops’12. The report highlights 

that- ‘in principle, China has spread out in all other categories, including low-

value manufacturing to high-value capital and electrical goods, which are 

exported to India’. The preponderant nature in which India depends on China 

begins from the most basic components like base metals, plastic, mica to organic 

chemicals, machinery, mechanical appliances and electrical machinery, textiles 

and textile articles. To put it in perspective, an alarming 6,844 products were 

																																																								
11 Ibid. 
12 China imports: India should shun knee-jerk reaction, says SBI report, THE HINDU – BUSINESS LINE, (August 
28, 2020, 10:00 am), 
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/china-imports-india-should-shun-knee-jerk-reaction-says-sbi-
report/article32020355.ece 
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imported from China by India that aggregate to $65.3 billion in FY20. 

Commenting on the same, Soumya Kanti Ghosh, Group Chief Economic 

Adviser, SBI, says, “Our dependence on China is huge in these items (telephonic 

and telegraphic equipment and personal computers, solar cells, parts of 

electronic integrated circuits and micro-assemblies, lithium-ion and di-

ammonium phosphate) are as more than 40 per cent of our imports of these 

products come from China, and the import value is more than $500 million. 

Drastic reduction in these areas can only be possible if we source from other 

countries, while building a domestic manufacturing base for these (items).” The 

report further suggested that there was anecdotal evidence that even though 

India has an improved ease of doing business atmosphere, the investors find it 

easier doing business with China as the time taken to meet border and regulatory 

compliance is higher due to which the latter is preferred. The report concludes 

on the note that Indian economy shall take time to make significant changes to 

match China with respect to goods exports. 13 Even if we were to imagine 

reducing the dependence on the Chinese market in the years to come, what 

effect will it have on the poorest of poor in an already dwindling economy like 

India? The present Government efforts of bringing in Foreign Direct 

Investments (‘FDIs’ from here on), or curbing corruption through 

demonetization have failed to show any promising results. The rampant 

changing of the internal status quo of the economy has reduced the production 

capacities while unemployment is at an all time high. All of this suggests a very 

dire future for the Indian public who have been incapacitated to face the reality 

by the constant and untethered use of nationalism by the present Government.  

 

THE “VETO” TALE  

 

The closeness that India shares with the US is because both aim to establish 

liberal international order and keep China in check, which essentially what 

infuriates China the most and the wrath of which India seems to face for its bid 

for a permanent seat at the UNSC as China has the ultimate weapon, its ‘Veto’. 

																																																								
13 Ibid. 
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Several instances in the past demonstrate that China is not on board with the 

idea of having another South Asian country at the big table. Beijing has always 

reiterated that it ‘understands and supports India’s aspirations to play a greater 

role in the United Nations, especially in the Security Council’14 while giving no 

substantive assurances for the same. Post the Galwan skirmish, India was 

elected as the Non-permanent member of the UNSC and China did not 

acknowledge the same, suggesting that the issues will take far longer to solve 

than it was anticipated.  

 

  

																																																								
14 Vinay Kaura, China on India’s UNSC Bid: Neither Yes Nor No, THE DIPLOMAT, (August 28, 2020, 11:30 pm) 
https://thediplomat.com/2015/06/china-on-indias-unsc-bid-neither-yes-nor-no/ 
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CONCLUSION 

 

In hindsight, all of the above developments paired with the rising instability in 

the region as China continues to exploit weaker political systems of countries in 

the Indian Ocean, exert its power over Taiwan, violate the human rights and 

liberties of the citizens in Hong Kong by way of legislations, legal rulings that 

disqualify  pro-democratic legislators to name some15, while on the other hand, 

India as its counterpart too, has numerous internal issues with the recent CAA 

legislation, J&K unrest etc.  all have a culminating effect in hampering the 

growth of the region and has brought international law in peril. The 

international realm reels under the more pertinent Pandemic and  several pre-

existing problems like poverty, war, climate change, racism, women’s ill health, 

that have taken root due to the unaccounted actions or inactions of politicians, 

organizations, corporations, people, that need concerted, collaborated efforts 

by countries like India and China instead of putting the international peace and 

security of not only the South Asian region but also of the world in jeopardy. 

With this spirit, the only fair conclusion that this struggle can have is that both 

the nations must endeavor to address their grievances and disputes by way of 

diplomatic channels fueled by the genuine will of the countries. The Chinese 

attempts to enhance economic and strategic power only seems to grow by the 

day, hence, India must resort to better partnerships across the globe by working 

with countries of the QUAD ( US, Japan, Australia and India itself) to establish 

innovative military and economic undertakings, while also attempting to restore 

its crippling economy by devising a concrete road map to remediate its 

infrastructure, policies, legislations that would enable better FDI entry that shall 

aid in reducing Chinese dependence that is so profoundly entrenched. India also 

needs to become self-sufficient in every way as the political atmosphere 

demands the survival of the fittest only.  

 

																																																								
15 Helier Cheung & Roland Hughes, Why are there protests in Hong Kong? All the context you need, BBC NEWS, 
(August 29, 2020, 10:00 am) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-48607723 



 
Corpus Juris                                                                                                       ISSN: 2582-2918  
The Law Journal   website: www.corpusjuris.co.in	
	

	   CORPUS JURIS|11 

This power struggle has paved way through every fault in the relations between 

both the nations and has intensified every aspect of foreign policy of both the 

nations. It is imperative to realize that violence and retaliation shall only put 

their relations on a path that goes only one way, consequently endangering the 

peace and lives of the people in the world. The impending struggle needs to be 

put at rest to focus on a more holistic growth of the two nations and that is only 

possible when the leaders are driven to serve their country wholeheartedly. 


