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ABOUT US 
 

Corpus Juris is an open access, peer reviewed journal published by Adv. Sunil 

Chauhan, which aims at generating dialogue on matters of current interest. The 

journal does not restrict its authors by any specific theme, allowing 

professionals, academic researchers and law students to express views on 

matters of their interest. It is a humble attempt to reinstate the lost atmosphere 

of legal research and progress.  

 

The ideology of Corpus Juris emanates from the acumen and philanthropic 

vision of its founders who maintain that no original thought process should be 

invalidated in order to ensure a staunch inclusive learning process.  

 

Further, Corpus Juris places an increased impetus on honing skills of their 

authors and constantly strives to make the publication process as collaborative 

as possible.  

 

After our previous edition which garnered an outreach of national as well as 

international students and practicing professionals, Corpus Juris has seen an 

enormous growth, because of you, its readers and our contributors.  

 

With this thought, we hereby present to you 
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UNITED NATIONS EFFORTS TO COMBAT 

DRUG TRAFFICKING 
-SUTIKSHAN RAINA* 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

The object and purpose of the study is to analyse the existing conventions of the United nations 

to combat drug trafficking in the entire world. The menace of drug trafficking has eaten the 

world inside out rendering the entire population which uses drugs a burden on the others. The 

addiction has led to the rise in criminal activities all over the world. While necessary steps have 

been taken by the states of the world to collectively curb the menace, it still is prevalent in most 

of the countries. The present project takes a critical look to see what all has been done and the 

necessary steps that should have been taken to curb this menace. 

 

This paper deals with the United Nations Office on Drug Control in depth. UNODC was 

established to assist the UN in better addressing a coordinated, comprehensive response to the 

interrelated issues of illicit trafficking in and abuse of drugs, crime prevention and criminal 

justice, international terrorism, and political corruption 

 

Keywords: United Nations, Drugs, United Nations convention on 

Psychotropic substances, United Nations office on drugs and 

crime, Free Trade Link, World Drug Report, Crime Related 

Treaties, United Nations Convention against Corruption, Drug 

Related treatises. 

  

																																																								
* Advocate, Punjab & Haryana High Court. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The illegal drug trade or drug trafficking is a global black market dedicated to 

the cultivation, manufacture, distribution and sale of drugs that are subject to 

drug prohibition laws. Most jurisdictions prohibit trade, except under license, 

of many types of drugs through the use of drug prohibition laws. 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime's World Drug Report 2005 

estimates the size of the global illicit drug market at US$321.6 billion in 2003 

alone. With a world GDP of US$36 trillion in the same year, the illegal drug 

trade may be estimated as nearly 1% of total global trade. Consumption of illegal 

drugs is widespread globally and remains very difficult for local authorities to 

thwart its popularity. 

 

Chinese authorities issued edicts against opium smoking in 1729, 1796 and 

18001. The West prohibited addictive drugs throughout the late 19th and early 

20th centuries2. 

 

In the early 19th century, an illegal drug trade in China emerged. As a result, by 

1838 the number of Chinese opium-addicts had grown to between four and 

twelve million3. The Chinese government responded by enforcing a ban on the 

import of opium, this led to the First Opium War (1839-1842) between the 

United Kingdom and Qing-dynasty China. The United Kingdom won and 

forced China to allow British merchants to sell Indian-grown opium. Trading in 

opium was lucrative, and smoking opium had become common in the 19th 

century, so British merchants increased trade with the Chinese. The Second 

Opium War broke out in 1856, with the British joined this time by the French. 

After the two Opium Wars, the British Crown, via the treaties of Nanking 

(1842), and Tianjin (1858), obligated the Chinese government to pay large sums 

																																																								
1 Druglibrary.org, ‘History of the Opium Trade in China".  
2  The 1912 Hague International Opium Convention. 
3  Frank , “The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another”, October 2004 
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of money for opium they had seized and destroyed, which were referred to as 

"reparations". 

 

In 1868, as a result of the increased use of opium, the UK restricted the sale of 

opium in Britain by implementing the 1868 Pharmacy Act4. In the United States, 

control of opium remained under the control of individual US states until the 

introduction of the Harrison Act in 1914, after 12 international powers signed 

the International Opium Convention in 1912. 

 

Between 1920 and 1933 the Eighteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution banned alcohol in the United States. Prohibition proved almost 

impossible to enforce and resulted in the rise of organized crime, including the 

modern American Mafia, which identified enormous business opportunities in 

the manufacturing, smuggling and sale of illicit liquor5. 

 

The beginning of the 21st century saw drug use increase in North America and 

Europe, with a particularly increased demand for marijuana and cocaine6. As a 

result, international organized crime syndicates such as the Sinaloa Cartel and 

'Ndrangheta have increased cooperation among each other in order to facilitate 

trans-Atlantic drug-trafficking. Use of another illicit drug, hashish, has also 

increased in Europe. 

 

Drug trafficking is widely regarded by lawmakers as a serious offense around 

the world. Penalties often depend on the type of drug (and its classification in 

the country into which it is being trafficked), the quantity trafficked, where the 

drugs are sold and how they are distributed. If the drugs are sold to underage 

people, then the penalties for trafficking may be harsher than in other 

circumstances. 

 

																																																								
4  Opium and the People, “Opiate Use in Nineteenth-Century England” 
5  Organized Crime - “American Mafia” 
6 National Commission on Law Observance and Enforcement on “The Enforcement of the Prohibition Laws of the 
United States”(1931) 
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Drug smuggling carries severe penalties in many countries. Sentencing may 

include lengthy periods of incarceration, flogging and even the death penalty (in 

Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and elsewhere). In December 2005, Van Tuong 

Nguyen, a 25-year-old Australian drug smuggler, was hanged in Singapore after 

being convicted in March 2004. In 2010, two people were sentenced to death in 

Malaysia for trafficking 1 kilogram (2.2 lb) of cannabis into the country7. 

Execution is mostly used as a deterrent, and many have called upon much more 

effective measures to be taken by countries to tackle drug trafficking, for 

example, targeting specific criminal organisations (which are often also active in 

the smuggling of other goods (i.e. wildlife) and even people. In some cases, even 

links between politicians and the criminal organisations have been proven to 

exist8. 

 

OBJECTS AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

 

The object and purpose of the study is to analyse the existing conventions of 

the United nations to combat drug trafficking in the entire world. The menace 

of drug trafficking has eaten the world inside out rendering the entire population 

which uses drugs a burden on the others. The addiction has led to the rise in 

criminal activities all over the world. While necessary steps have been taken by 

the states of the world to collectively curb the menace, it still is prevalent in 

most of the countries. The various drug cartels from Pablo Escobar to El 

Mencho have been prevalent over the years. These have given a boost to the 

already existing drug problems of the world. These cartels only cared about the 

profit that the drug business was making and not the health and environmental 

effects that followed. 

 

The present project takes a critical look to see what all has been done and the 

necessary steps that should have been taken to curb this menace. 

This paper deals with the United Nations Office on Drug Control in depth. 

UNODC was established to assist the UN in better addressing a coordinated, 

																																																								
7 George McMilan, "Two Friends Sent To The Gallows For Drug Trafficking’ 
8 Bill McCollum,“Threat Posed by the Convergence of Organized Crime, Drug Trafficking, and Terrorism: Congressional Hearing” 
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comprehensive response to the interrelated issues of illicit trafficking in and 

abuse of drugs, crime prevention and criminal justice, international terrorism, 

and political corruption. These goals are pursued through three primary 

functions: research, guidance and support to governments in the adoption and 

implementation of various crime-, drug-, terrorism-, and corruption-related 

conventions, treaties and protocols, as well as technical/financial assistance to 

said governments to face their respective situations and challenges in these 

fields. 

 

The office aims long-term to better equip governments to handle drug-, crime-

, terrorism-, and corruption-related issues, to maximise knowledge on these 

issues among governmental institutions and agencies, and also to maximise 

awareness of said matters in public opinion, globally, nationally and at 

community level. Approximately 90% of the Office's funding comes from 

voluntary contributions, mainly from governments. 

 

These are the main themes that UNODC deals with: Alternative Development, 

anti-corruption, Criminal Justice, Prison Reform and Crime Prevention, Drug 

Prevention, -Treatment and Care, HIV and AIDS, Human Trafficking and 

Migrant Smuggling, Money Laundering, Organized Crime, Piracy, Terrorism 

Prevention. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

According to the Objectives of the present study, the research design is of 

doctrinal methods. The Doctrinal method is applied to examine the concept of 

corruption as a transnational organised crime. The author has consulted several 

binding international conventions, combined with regional and worldwide 

efforts to prevent and respond to the problem of cross-border corruption. The 

study is analytical in nature. Secondary data from sources like books, journals 

and international documents have been relied upon. The collection of relevant 

data has been done from the published sources. The help of internet technology 
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has also been taken by the researcher. It is a value based explanatory and 

exploratory study in the field of corruption as a transnational organised crime.  

 

PROFITS 

 

Statistics about profits from the drug trade are largely unknown due to its illicit 

nature. In its 1997 World Drugs Report the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime estimated the value of the market at $4 trillion, ranking drugs 

alongside arms and oil among the world’s largest traded goods9. An online 

report published by the UK Home Office in 2007 estimated the illicit drug 

market in the UK at £4–6.6 billion a year10. 

 

In December 2009 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Executive 

Director Antonio Maria Costa claimed illegal drug money saved the banking 

industry from collapse. He claimed he had seen evidence that the proceeds of 

organized crime were "the only liquid investment capital" available to some 

banks on the brink of collapse during 2008. He said that a majority of the $352 

billion (£216bn) of drug profits was absorbed into the economic system as a 

result: 

 

"In many instances, the money from drugs was the only liquid investment capital. In the second 

half of 2008, liquidity was the banking system's main problem and hence liquid capital became 

an important factor...Inter-bank loans were funded by money that originated from the drugs 

trade and other illegal activities...there were signs that some banks were rescued that way"11. 

 

Costa declined to identify countries or banks that may have received any drug 

money, saying that would be inappropriate because his office is supposed to 

address the problem, not apportion blame. 

 

																																																								
9  UNODC, World Drug Report on Global Illicit Drug Trends. 
10  UNODC, World Drug Report on Global Illicit Drug Trends. 
11 Syal, Rajeev, "Drug money saved banks in global crisis, claims UN advisor"(2004). 
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Though street-level drug sales are widely viewed as lucrative, a study by Sudhir 

Venkatesh suggested that many low-level employees receive low wages. In a 

study he made in the 1990s working closely with members of the Black Gangster 

Disciple Nation in Chicago, he found that one gang (essentially a franchise) 

consisted of a leader (a college graduate named J.T.), three senior officers, and 

25 to 75 street level salesmen ('foot soldiers') depending on season. Selling crack 

cocaine, they took in approximately $32,000 per month over a six-year period. 

This was spent as follows: $5,000 to the board of twenty directors of the Black 

Gangster Disciple Nation, who oversaw 100 such gangs for approximately 

$500,000 in monthly income. Another $5,000 monthly was paid for cocaine, 

and $4,000 for other non-wage expenses. J.T. took $8,500 monthly for his own 

salary. The remaining $9,500 monthly went to pay the employees a $7 per hour 

wage for officers and a $3.30 per hour wage for foot soldiers. Contrary to a 

popular image of drug sales as a lucrative profession, many of the employees 

were living with their mothers by necessity. Despite this, the gang had four times 

as many unpaid members who dreamed of becoming foot soldiers12 

 
FREE TRADE LINK 

 

There are several arguments on whether or not free trade has a correlation to 

an increased activity in the illicit drug trade. Currently, the structure and 

operation of the illicit drug industry is described mainly in terms of an 

international division of labour13. Free trade can open new markets to domestic 

producers who would otherwise resort to exporting illicit drugs. Additionally, 

extensive free trade among states increases cross-border drug enforcement and 

coordination between law enforcement agencies in different countries. 

However, free trade also increases the sheer volume of legal cross-border trade 

and provides cover for drug smuggling—by providing ample opportunity to 

conceal illicit cargo in legal trade. While international free trade continues to 

expand the volume of legal trade, the ability to detect and interdict drug 

trafficking is severely diminished. Towards the late 1990s, the top ten seaports 

																																																								
12 "Why Drug Dealers Live With Their Moms", Los Angeles Times,2004. 
13 Kihong, "Free Trader and Drug Smugglers: The Effects of Trade Openness of States' Ability to Combat Drug Trafficking"(2005) 
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in the world processed 33.6 million containers. Free trade has fostered 

integration of financial markets and has provided drug traffickers with more 

opportunities to launder money and invest in other activities. This strengthens 

the drug industry while weakening the efforts of law enforcement to monitor 

the flow of drug money into the legitimate economy. Cooperation among cartels 

expands their scope to distant markets and strengthens their abilities to evade 

detection by local law enforcement. Additionally, criminal organizations work 

together to coordinate money-laundering activities by having separate 

organizations handles specific stages of laundering process. One organization 

structures the process of how financial transactions will be laundered, while 

another criminal group provides the “dirty” money to be cleaned. By fostering 

expansion of trade and global transportation networks, free trade encourages 

cooperation and formation of alliances among criminal organizations across 

different countries. The drug trade in Latin America emerged in the early 

1930s14. It saw significant growth in the Andean countries, including Peru, 

Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela. The underground market in 

the early half of the 20th century mainly had ties to Europe. After World War 

II, the Andean countries saw an expansion of trade, specifically with cocaine. 

 

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST ILLICIT TRAFFIC 

IN NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES 

 

The United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances of 1988 is one of three major drug control treaties 

currently in force. It provides additional legal mechanisms for enforcing the 

1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs and the 1971 Convention on 

Psychotropic Substances. The Convention entered into force on November 11, 

1990. As of February 2018, there are 190 Parties to the Convention15.These 

include 185 out of 193 United Nations member states (not Equatorial Guinea, 

Kiribati, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Sudan, or 

																																																								
14 James Bradwick,"From Smugglers to Warlords: Twentieth Century Colombian Drug Traffickers"(2006) 
15 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.  
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Tuvalu) and the Holy See, the European Union, the Cook Islands, Niue, and 

the State of Palestine. 

 

Background 

 

The 1988 Convention was introduced following the political and sociological 

developments in the 1970s and 1980s. The growing demand for cannabis, 

cocaine, and heroin for recreational purposes, mostly in the developed world, 

triggered an increase of illicit production in geographical areas where cannabis, 

coca, and opium had been traditionally cultivated. With the rising size of the 

illicit drug trade, international drug trafficking became a multibillion-dollar 

business dominated by criminal groups, providing grounds for the creation of 

the 1988 Convention and the consequential escalation of the war on drugs16. 

 

The Preamble notes that previous enforcement efforts have not stopped drug 

use, warning of "steadily increasing inroads into various social groups made by 

illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances." It cautions that the 

drug trade and related activities "undermine the legitimate economies and 

threaten the stability, security and sovereignty of States." The sense of urgency 

is underscored by the image of innocent boys and girls being exploited: 

 

Children are used in many parts of the world as an illicit drug consumers market and for 

purposes of illicit production, distribution and trade in narcotic drugs and psychotropic 

substances, which entails a danger of incalculable gravity. 

 

Drug manufacture and distribution 

 

Much of the treaty is devoted to fighting organized crime by mandating 

cooperation in tracing and seizing drug-related assets. Article 5 of the 

Convention requires its parties to confiscate proceeds from drug offenses. It 

also requires parties to empower its courts or other competent authorities to 

																																																								
16  Transnational Institute ,“A primer on the UN Drug Control Conventions”(2015) 
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order that bank, financial, or commercial records be made available or seized. 

The Convention further states that a party may not decline to act on this 

provision on the ground of bank secrecy. 

 

Article 6 of the Convention provides a legal basis for extradition in drug-related 

cases among countries having no other extradition treaties. In addition, the 

Convention requires the parties to provide mutual legal assistance to one 

another upon request, for purposes of searches, seizures, service of judicial 

documents, and so on. 

 

In addition, Article 12 of the Convention establishes two categories of 

controlled illicit drug precursor substances, Table I and Table II. The 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs has power to decide whether to control a 

precursor substance, and which Table to place it in. The assessment of the 

International Narcotics Control Board is binding on the Commission, however, 

as to scientific matters. A two-thirds vote is required to add a substance to a 

Table. 

 

Article 12 protects the interests of pharmaceutical and chemical companies by 

requiring the Board to take into account the "extent, importance and diversity 

of the licit use of the substance, and the possibility and ease of using alternate 

substances both for licit purposes and for the illicit manufacture of narcotic 

drugs or psychotropic substances." 

 

Control of amphetamine-type stimulant precursors has become a major UN 

priority17. 

 

 

 

 

 

																																																								
17 "United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances(1988) 



 
Corpus Juris                                                                                                       ISSN: 2582-2918  
The Law Journal   website: www.corpusjuris.co.in	
	

	   CORPUS JURIS|11 

Table 1 Table 2 

N-acetylanthranilic acid Acetic anhydride 

Ephedrine Acetone 

Ergotamine Anthranilic acid 

Isosafrole Ethyl ether 

Lysergic acid Hydrochloric acid 

3,4-

methylenedioxyphenyl-2-

propanone 

Methyl ethyl ketone 

1-phenyl-2-propanone Phenylacetic acid 

Piperonal Piperidine 

Pseudoephedrine Potassium permanganate 

Safrole Sulphuric acid 

The salts of the 

substances listed in this 

Table whenever the 

existence of such salts is 

possible. 

The salts of the 

substances listed in this 

Table whenever the 

existence of such salts is 

possible (the salts of 

hydrochloric acid and 

sulphuric acid are 

specifically excluded 
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Proposed Repeal 

 

In 2003, a European Parliament committee recommended repealing the 1988 

Convention, finding that: 

 

Despite massive deployment of police and other resources to implement the UN Conventions, 

production and consumption of, and trafficking in, prohibited substances have increased 

exponentially over the past 30 years, representing what can only be described as a failure, 

which the police and judicial authorities also recognise as such ... The policy of prohibiting 

drugs, based on the UN Conventions of 1961, 1971 and 1988, is the true cause of the 

increasing damage that the production of, trafficking in, and sale and use of illegal substances 

are inflicting on whole sectors of society, on the economy and on public institutions, eroding the 

health, freedom and life of individuals18. 

 

The road to repeal would be difficult. Individual nations could withdraw from 

the treaty under the provisions of Article 30. However, as former UN drug 

official Cindy Fazey notes, the Convention has no termination clause, and 

therefore would remain in effect even if only one signatory remained19.The 

Transnational Radical Party report noted that denunciation is the only route to 

changing the control regime established by the treaty: 

 

As regards the 1988 Convention, written with the main objective of 

strengthening all aspects of prohibition (also at the level of consumption, 

establishing the reversal of the burden of proof for persons suspected of 

carrying forbidden substances), it was deemed not amendable, therefore, the 

only possible way to go about it would be its denunciation by a substantial 

number of contracting Parties20. 

  

																																																								
18 George Mathew "Proposal for the recommendation om on the reform of the Conventions on drugs”(1990) 
19  "The UN Drug Policies and the Prospect for Change”,(2006) 
20  "Concept Paper For Campaign by the Transnational Radical Party and the International Antiprohibitionist League to Reform the 
UN Conventions on Drugs’ 
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UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime is a United Nations office that 

was established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention 

by combining the United Nations International Drug Control Program 

(UNDCP) and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in the 

United Nations Office at Vienna21. It is a member of the United Nations 

Development Group22 and was renamed the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime in 2002.[3] In 2016–2017 it has an estimated biannual budget of 

US$700 million23. 

 

UNDOC has been criticised for naming Ali Bin Fetais Al-Marri, the 

controversial General Prosecutor of Qatar suspected of corruption, as its 

advocate for anti-corruption in the MENA region24 

 

Organisational Structure 

 

The agency, employing between 1,500 and 2,000 people worldwide, has its 

headquarters in Vienna (Austria), with 21 field offices and two liaison offices in 

Brussels and in New York City. The United Nations Secretary-General appoints 

the agency's Executive Director. Yuri Fedotov, the former Russian Ambassador 

to the United Kingdom, has held this position since his appointment in 2010, 

when he succeeded Antonio Maria Costa in his personal capacity, and also as 

Director-General of the United Nations Office at Vienna. 

 

UNODC incorporates the secretariat of the International Narcotics Control 

Board (INCB)25 

																																																								
21  Renewing the United Nations: A Program for Reform 
22  United Nations Secretariat Secretary-General's Bulletin Organization of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime 
23  United Nations Secretariat General Assembly document Organization of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime 
24  www.unodc.org 
25  About Us, “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime”(2014) 
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Aims and Functions 

 

UNODC was established to assist the UN in better addressing a coordinated, 

comprehensive response to the interrelated issues of illicit trafficking in and 

abuse of drugs, crime prevention and criminal justice, international terrorism, 

and political corruption. These goals are pursued through three primary 

functions: research, guidance and support to governments in the adoption and 

implementation of various crime-, drug-, terrorism-, and corruption-related 

conventions, treaties and protocols, as well as technical/financial assistance to 

said governments to face their respective situations and challenges in these 

fields. 

 

The office aims long-term to better equip governments to handle drug-, crime-

, terrorism-, and corruption-related issues, to maximise knowledge on these 

issues among governmental institutions and agencies, and also to maximise 

awareness of said matters in public opinion, globally, nationally and at 

community level. Approximately 90% of the Office's funding comes from 

voluntary contributions, mainly from governments. 

 

These are the main themes that UNODC deals with: Alternative Development, 

anti-corruption, Criminal Justice, Prison Reform and Crime Prevention, Drug 

Prevention, -Treatment and Care, HIV and AIDS, Human Trafficking and 

Migrant Smuggling, Money Laundering, Organized Crime, Piracy, Terrorism 

Prevention. 

 

The World Drug Report 

 

The World Drug Report is a yearly publication that presents a comprehensive 

assessment of the international drug problem, with detailed information on the 

illicit drug situation. It provides estimates and information on trends in the 

production, trafficking and use of opium/heroin, coca/cocaine, cannabis and 

amphetamine-type stimulants. The Report, based on data and estimates 

collected or prepared by Governments, UNODC and other international 
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institutions, attempts to identify trends in the evolution of global illicit drug 

markets26. 

 

Through the World Drug Report, UNODC aims to enhance Member States' 

understanding of global illicit drug trends and increase their awareness of the 

need for the more systematic collection and reporting of data relating to illicit 

drugs. 

 

TREATIES 

 

Ø Crime-related treaties 

 

1) United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 

and the Protocols 

 

The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime is a 

legally binding instrument that entered into force on 29 September 2003, 

through which States parties commit to taking a series of measures against 

transnational organized crime. States that ratify the convention has the duty of 

creation of domestic offences to combat the problem, the adoption of new, 

sweeping frameworks for mutual legal assistance, extradition, law enforcement 

cooperation, technical assistance and training. The convention signifies an 

important stage in dealing with transnational crime by recognizing the 

seriousness of the problem that the crime poses, and gaining understanding 

from the member states of the importance of a cooperative measure. The 

convention is complemented by three different protocols. These are also known 

as the Plaermo Protocols. 

 

 

 

																																																								
26 "World Drug Report - Global Illicit Drug Trends"(2010) 
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Ø The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 

especially Women and Children- 

 

The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially 

Women and Children aims to provide a convergence in the states' domestic 

offences in the investigation and the persecution process. Another objective of 

the protocol is to protect the victims of trafficking in persons with full respect. 

 

Ø The Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air 

 

The Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air is 

concerned with the aggravating problem of organized crime groups for 

smuggling persons. The protocol aims to combat and prevent transnational 

smuggling as well as to promote cooperative measures for enhancing protective 

measures for victims. 

 

Ø The Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in 

Firearms, their Parts and Components and Ammunition. 

 

The Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 

their Parts and Components and Ammunition was adopted to prevent and 

provide a cooperative measure for illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in 

firearms, their parts and components and ammunition. By adopting the 

protocol, the member states commit to adopt domestic criminal offences for 

illegal manufacturing, providing governmental licensing ammunition, and 

keeping track of the ammunition27. 

 

2) United Nations Convention against Corruption 

 

In its resolution 55/61, the General Assembly recognized that an effective 

international legal instrument against corruption, independent of the United 

																																																								
27  "United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols Thereto” (2000) 
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Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime was desirable. The 

text of the Convention was negotiated during seven sessions held between 21 

January 2002 and 1 October 2003. The Convention was adopted by the General 

Assembly on 31 October 2003. In 2003, the United Nations adopted the UN 

Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). The Convention came into force in 

December 2005. As of 9 November 2012, 140 countries had signed and 164 

countries (States Parties) had ratified the UNCAC. UNODC serves as the 

Secretariat for the Conference of the States Parties (CoSP) to the UNCAC. 

 

UNODC, as the custodian of UNCAC, is also one of the main initiators of the 

establishment of the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA), whose 

main function is to, among other things, facilitate more effective 

implementation of the UNCAC. There are three drug related treaties that guide 

UNODC's drug related programs. These are: The Single Convention on 

Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol; the Convention on 

Psychotropic Substances of 1971 and the United Nations Convention Against 

Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988. 

 

3) Drug-related treaties 

 

These three major international drug control treaties are mutually supportive 

and complementary. An important purpose of the first two treaties is to codify 

internationally applicable control measures in order to ensure the availability of 

narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances for medical and scientific purposes, 

and to prevent their diversion into illicit channels. They also include general 

provisions on trafficking and drug abuse28. 

 

i. Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961  

ii. Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 

iii. United Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances of 1988 

																																																								
28  INCB "Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs,"(1961) 
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4) Campaigns  

 

UNODC launches campaigns to raise awareness of drugs and crime problems. 

On 26 June every year, UNODC marks the International Day against Drug 

Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. On 9 December every year, UNODC 

commemorates the International Anti-Corruption Day. 

 

i. "Do Drugs Control Your Life"? – World Drug Campaign 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) started 

this international campaign to raise awareness about the major 

challenge that illicit drugs represent to society as a whole, and 

especially to the young. The goal of the campaign is to mobilize 

support and to inspire people to act against drug abuse and 

trafficking. The campaign encourages young people to put their 

health first and not to take drugs29. 

 

ii. "Your No Counts" – International Anti-Corruption Campaign 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has 

teamed up with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 

to run this campaign as a focus on how corruption hinders efforts to 

achieve the internationally agreed upon MDGs, undermines 

democracy and the rule of law, leads to human rights violations, 

distorts markets, erodes quality of life and allows organized crime, 

terrorism and other threats to human security to flourish30. 

 

iii. "Think AIDS" – World AIDS Campaign 

 

Young people aged 15 to 24 account for an estimated 40 per cent of 

new adult (15+) HIV infections worldwide. In some parts of the 

world, and in some marginalized sub-groups, the most frequent 

																																																								
29  "About the World Drug Campaign"(2010) 
30 "ACT Against Corruption: About the Campaign"(2007) 
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modes of HIV transmission for these young people are unsafe 

injecting drug use and unsafe sexual activities. 

 

Because young people are also often more likely to use drugs, The 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) targets this 

population with a campaign to raise awareness about drug use and its 

connection to the spread of HIV and AIDS. The slogan: "Think 

Before You Start ... Before You Shoot ... Before You Share" is used 

to provoke young people to consider the implications of using drugs, 

and particularly injecting drugs31. 

 

iv. Blue Heart Campaign against Human Trafficking 

 

The Blue Heart Campaign seeks to encourage involvement and action 

to help stop trafficking in persons. The campaign also allows people 

to show solidarity with the victims of human trafficking by wearing 

the Blue Heart. The use of the blue UN colour demonstrates the 

commitment of the United Nations to combat this crime32. 

 

CRITICISM 

 

In 2007, the five largest donors to UNODC's budget in descending order were: 

European Union, Canada, United States, the UN itself, and Sweden33. 

According to the Transnational Institute this explains why, until recently, 

UNODC did not promote harm reduction policies like needle exchange and 

Heroin-assisted treatment. (This despite the actions of United Nations bodies 

(i.e. WHO and UNAIDS), who support these policies34. UNODC promotes 

other methods for drug use prevention, treatment and care that UNODC sees 

as "based on scientific evidence and on ethical standards"35.The UNODC has 

																																																								
31  "What is Think AIDS?"(2004) 
32  "What is the Blue Heart Campaign?"(2005) 
33 Swedish assessment of multilateral organizations - United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime(2005) 
34 "The United Nations and Harm Reduction Overview and Links"(2006) 
35  "Drug use prevention, treatment and care"(2004) 
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been criticized by human rights organizations such as Amnesty international for 

not promoting the inclusion of adherence to international human rights 

standards within its project in Iran. Amnesty states that in Iran there are "serious 

concerns regarding unfair trials and executions of those suspected of drug 

offences in Iran36. 

 

Association with the General Prosecutor of Qatar 

 

UNODC has signed a partnership with the controversial Rule of Law and Anti-

Corruption Centre, which was founded by Ali Bin Fetais Al-Marri, the General-

Prosecutor of Qatar37. 

 

Ali Bin Fetais Al-Marri has been accused of ill-gotten gains, corruption and 

support for Al-Qaeda terrorists by several media. He has also defended the life 

imprisonment of a Qatari poet and human rights campaigner38. 

 

  

																																																								
36 "Addicted to death: Executions for drug offenses in Iran"(2006) 
37  "International Anti-Corruption Day: recognizing excellence in combatting corruption"(2007) 
38 Miles, Hugh) "Qatar poet receives life sentence"(2004) 
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CONCLUSION 

 

After reviewing the various strategies that the United Nations has adopted to 

fight the interstate trafficking of drugs I have come to the conclusion that the 

United Nations has done and is still trying its best to combat such trafficking. 

However this has not proved to be of such great help as the drug traffickers are 

constantly evolving their methods of trafficking. The United Nations has to be 

dynamic in the approach and should revise such conventions as per the need 

and the dynamics of the society.  The modern world drug traffickers are 

becoming extremely hard to be nabbed as they use very minute and complicated 

technologies which has not been come to terms with the technical skills of the 

border police.  

 

The United Nations should concentrate more on catching the criminals and the 

Drug Cartels. It should also aid the state in any way possible to catch the 

offenders. It should also provide the states that lack with technological support 

and teach the local police or the Drug Enforcement Agencies about the skills 

and techniques of catching the criminals. The international drug laws should 

become more stringent and strict in order to instil a fear in the minds of the 

offenders. The state parties should be well equipped with weapons, sniffer dogs, 

drug detectors in order to control the drug trafficking in cross border dealings. 

 

If the United Nations along with the cooperation of other states follows the 

cahnges that are required in the modern world to combat such trafficking, only 

then can the menace of Drug trafficking be controlled. 


