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VIOLENCE OF ACID ATTACK 
-RUPALI JHA* 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This research paper deals with a heinous and bloodcurdling crime “Acid Attack” which 

includes domestic violence, caste-based violence and classism. In such crimes, perpetrators lose 

their sangfroid and try to ruin the victim’s life by defacing her.  The main reason behind these 

attacks is often because of the Victim’s rejection of the Perpetrator, because of which, the 

Perpetrator feels ‘insulted’ and attack her. These men feel so annoyed that a girl could turn 

them down and have an attitude of "On the chance that I can’t have you ever, nobody can." 

This thought emanates from deeply rooted sexism against ladies by spouses, displeased darlings 

and other male family members. According to ASIF1 “acid attacks result from several 

situations: family disputes, revenge, jealousy, mistaken identity and sex crimes, among others”. 

According to the National Crime Bureau report, 72% crime reported of acid attacks in India 

involved women as a victim, that’s why, this crime is more often than not perceived to be gender-

based violence against women. An Acid attack is not common only in India but it plagues 

other countries as well. Mostly, this heinous crime happens in India, Bangladesh, Cambodia, 

and Pakistan. This research paper will explore the factors and the black truth behind the acid 

attack and also what is the ramification of the acid attack on a victim’s life. The main focus 

in the research paper is the analysis of the psychological condition of the perpetrators during 

crime and the condition of the victims; it also focusses on what has been done by the government 

for to deal with this violence. 

 

Keywords: Domestic Violence, Acid Attacks, Caste - Based Classism, 

Perpetrators, Gender -based Violence.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Acid Attack is a blemish on the Indian society and which raises concerns about 

the state of law and order in India. It is a dire sin or act, which has developed 

as a fierce demonstration that shows the gravity of the progressing violation of 

human rights. 

 

Acid Attack is an intentional crime, in which the perpetrators throw acid 

intentionally on the victim, however, the main focus of the attacker is the face 

of the victim, who, a number of times is just a young girl. Acid Attacks are 

motivated by a number of reasons, which for the most part is dismissal of 

adoration, however, it may also be motivated by a rejection of engagement 

proposition, refusal to pay settlement, dismissal of lewd gestures, property or 

family or military debates. 

 

The main purpose of this violent attack is not defacement, but instead it is about 

ruining the whole future of the victim. Such attacks affect not only the physical 

status of the victim, but also the mental status, thereby causing a largely negative 

effect. Hydrochloric2, sulfuric3& nitrous acids4 are acids which are generally used 

by the perpetrators. The victim’s life is completely changed, and after this they 

are usually unable to live life with normalcy.  

 

India has one of the highest number of Acid Attacks on the planet, but on the 

other hand, it also has terrible conviction rates. As is frequently the situation 

																																																								
2https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/337689/hpa
_hydrogen_chloride_toxicological_overview_v1.pdf Exposure to hydrochloric acid is predominantly by ingestion, 
or skin or eye contact. ... Skin exposure to low concentrations of hydrogen chloride gas or hydrochloric acid causes 
erythema and inflammation of the skin whereas high concentrations can cause severe chemical burns to the skin and 
mucous membranes. 
3https://www.msdsonline.com/2014/07/22/sulfuric-acid-safety-tips-sulfuric-acid-msds-information/Concentrated 
sulfuric acid is extremely corrosive and can cause serious burns when not handled properly. This chemical is unique 
because it not only causes chemical burns, but also secondary thermal burns as a result of dehydration. 
4https://www.msdsonline.com/2015/04/27/nitric-acid-safety-tips-health-
hazards/#:~:text=Nitric%20acid%20is%20an%20extremely,can%20cause%20permanent%20cornea%20damage.Ni
tric acid is an extremely corrosive acid capable of causing severe chemical burns very rapidly. If nitric acid mists are 
inhaled, health risks include corrosion of mucous membranes, delayed pulmonary edema, and even death. Contact 
with eyes can cause permanent cornea damage. In addition, if ingested, nitric acid can produce severe, rapid corrosive 
burns of the mouth, throat and gastrointestinal tract. 
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with various crimes against women, Acid Attacks are treated with a legitimate 

lack of care and cultural detachment. These cases mirror the articulate 

insensitivity of the frameworks of administration and equity and are 

inadequately thought of by us as the general public.  

 

At the point when Acid is thrown on an individual, the outcomes can be 

alarming. Nitric, hydrochloric, or sulfuric acids all catastrophically affect human 

tissue. It causes the skin tissue to soften, regularly uncovering the bones 

underneath the substance, and in some cases, dissolving the bone. In some 

cases, the Acid may even affect the eyes of the victim, permanently damaging 

them. Numerous Acid Attack survivors have lost the use of one of their eyes. 

Therefore, such attacks leave the survivor damaged truly, mentally and socially. 

 

The scars left by acid aren’t simply shallow, victims are frequently confronted 

with social confinement that further harms their confidence, fearlessness and 

genuinely subverts their expert and individual futures. Women who endure 

these attacks, experience, staggering difficulty in finding employment and if 

unmarried, leaves little to no chance for marriage, which in nations like 

Bangladesh is socially disconnecting.  

 

The National Commission of India characterized acid attacks as "any 

demonstration of tossing acid or utilizing acid in any structure on the casualty 

with the expectation of or with information that such individual is probably 

going to cause to the next individual lasting or incomplete harm or deformation 

or disfiguration to any piece of the collection of such individual". Any number 

of reasons can prompt Acid attacks.  
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WHAT IS THE MEANING OF ACID ATTACK? 

 

Acid violence designates that throwing of acid or corrosive substance on the 

victim's whole body (especially face) with the intention to disfigured the victim. 

Acid violence is Intentional felony or sin. Acid Attack does not just signify 

physical harm, but it also leads to the destruction of the victim’s mental health 

and life.  

 

Hydrochloric acid, nitrous acid and sulfuric acid are the most commonly used 

acids. These Acids cause lasting internal damage, loss of eye sight and in extreme 

cases, death. Some of these acids are so strong, that they often burn through the 

skin and melt the bone. Other times, when fumes of these acids are inhaled, it 

may cause Lung damage, hacking cough, breathlessness, chest congestion etc. 

They also severely affect the eyes, causing loss of eyes sight or permanent 

corneal damage with a lesser effect being conjuctivital irritation.5 6 7 

 

FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR ACID ATTACK 

 

In order to proceed, it is important to understand and analyze the factors on 

which Acid Attack is based. This can be understood by first understanding what 

‘VAW’, (that is, Violence Against Women) is. 

 

In India, on a daily basis, a large number of complaints are filed against domestic 

violence and dowry. Upon a perusal of the statistics of domestic violence, it is 

horrifying to see that 45% of the women reported being smacked, or beaten by 

their partner, and have experienced at least one incident of interpersonal violence 

																																																								
5S Bull CHAPDHQ, HPA,  Hydrogen Chloride/ Hydrochloric Acid - Toxico Logical Overview , 22 July 2014, 
ttps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/337689/hpa_h
ydrogen_chloride_toxicological_overview_v1.pdf 
6MSDS Online, Sulfuric Acid Safety Tips- Sulfuric Acid MSDS Information., 22July 2014, 
https://www.msdsonline.com/2014/07/22/sulfuric-acid-safety-tips-sulfuric-acid-msds-information/ 
7MSDS Online, Nitric Acid Safety Tips & Health Hazards, 27 April 2015 
https://www.msdsonline.com/2015/04/27/nitric-acid-safety-tips-health-
hazards/#:~:text=Nitric%20acid%20is%20an%20extremely,can%20cause%20permanent%20cornea%20damage 
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in their lifetime.8 Women are far more likely than men to be the victim of 

multiple incidents of abuse and sexual violence, and 32% of women have 

experienced every type of intimate violence.9 It is now a well-established fact 

that more women make up the percentage of victims of intimate violence.10 

 

The casualties are normally ladies between the ages of 14 and 35 years, and 

the attack often happens as vengeance for dismissing a proposition to be 

engaged or lewd gestures, demonstrating the exceptional mentality of male 

privilege and power, with such victims having little to no reprieve in the form 

of help. There have been cases where women have had acid tossed on them 

for not bringing enough dowry, for bearing a female child and even for not 

preparing a sufficient dinner.11 12 13 

 

According to the ‘Crime Against Women Report’ by the National Crime Report 

Bureau in 2007, out of the women who reported being raped, 75,930 women 

reported being tortured, while 38,734 women reported being molested.14 This 

is a major contributory factor of domestic violence which is related to that acid 

attack violence societal stratification, changing gender role, insecurity shame 

loss of honor, jealousy, patriarchy, aggression and frustration.15 

 

According to the 226th report of the Law Commission of India, it was observed 

that women who are victims of acid attack are facing these problems due to 

																																																								
8 KJH , Domestic Violence States , https://www.wewillspeakout.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/domestic-
violence-statistics-2009.pdf (Walby and Allen, 2004)) – however when there were more than 4 incidents (i.e. ongoing 
domestic or sexual abuse) 89% of victims were women. 
9 Ibid. 
10 Spouse maltreatment, family abuse, sexual assault & stalking. 
11The rising figure of acid attack manifestation, from 83 in 2011 to 349 in 2015, shows India’s inability to grapple 
with this heinous crime. Cases continue unabated in various parts of the country, showing the pan-Indian 
character of this form of assault. Over the last few months, cases of acid violence have been reported from 
Rajasthan, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Bihar, Assam and Delhi, underlining the fact that little 
has been done to regulate the availability of acid, despite the Supreme Court directive three years ago. 
India has the highest number of acid attacks in the world, but the worst conviction rates. As is often the case 
with other crimes against women, acid attacks are treated with official apathy and societal indifference. 
12The comparable figure for men is 4% - 8%. (Krug et al. 2002). 
13 (World Health Organisation, 1997; United Nations, 1993). 
14Himanshi Gulati, Basic Analysis of Acid Violence in India and Other Western Countries, Amity Law School , 4 
March 2019https://www.lawordo.com/acid-violence-in-india/ 
15Ibid. 
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rejected marriage or love proposals or because of a denial of payment of dowry, 

etc. The attacker is not able to comprehend the fact that he has been rejected 

by the woman and therefore, subsequently seeks to cause physical harm to them 

by causing them immeasurable harm.16 

 

Among folks that suffered from the force with a romantic or non-romantic 

partner who became their stalker, stalking victimization entails physical and 

emotive consequences for both male and feminine victims. Females suffered 

quite more than males of depressive and anxiety symptoms (although for both 

genders symptoms were minimal), while males experienced more anger. 

Furthermore, both genders adopted a minimum one “moving away” strategy in 

handling stalking episodes, and therefore the increase of stalking behaviours 

determined a discount in coping strategies use. 17 

 

WHAT ARE THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE ACID ATTACK? 

 

Acid attack is a very heinous and bloodcurdling crime, which has a very 

harrowing effect on a woman. The ramifications faced by an Acid Attack victim 

are various, and some of them are outlined below: 

 

1. Physical 

 

Acid not only destroys the skin, but also destroys the fat, muscle and bones 

underneath. When Acid is thrown on a person, it rapidly starts affecting the 

person, causing them immeasurable pain and causing side-effects like loss of 

eyesight, shriveling of ear and deafness, defacement of the skin etc. Sometimes, 

																																																								
16 Himanshi Gulati, Basic Analysis of Acid Violence in India and Other Western Countries, Amity Law School Review; 
4 March 2019 , 226th law commission of India proposition for the incorporation of corrosive assaults as explicit 
offense in Indian Penal Code and a law pay for survivor of wrongdoing 7(July 2009).https://www.lawordo.com/acid-
violence-in-india/. 
17 Kath Wood Ward New Perspectives on Domestic Violence: From Research to Intervention, 28 March 2019, The 
Open University, United Kingdom , https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.00641/fullThis latter 
finding is likely to be due to the distress experienced (Acquadro Maran and Varetto). 
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the acid decays the skin and bones around the nose, thus sealing it and causing 

breathing problems. 18 

 

It was established in one study that out of Acid Attack victims, 14% suffer 

injuries on their bodies, while victims with extreme burns to the face are 81% 

in comparison. Acid attack victims with injuries and burns to the head and neck 

are the second most common, with 67% of victims suffereing these injuries. 

Similarly, 60% of victims suffer injuries to their upper appendages while chest 

injuries are suffered by 54% victims. Likewise, a major number of them (31%) 

endured complete or incomplete disability.19  

 

2. Psychological  

 

The major effect of acid attacks is not physical, but is undeniably on the mental 

condition of the victim. They lose their self-esteem and also face high levels of 

anxiety and often have to battle depression. They have to deal with the after-

effects of this attack, to no fault of their own, throughout their lives. The 

Psychological effects of any attack become even be more difficult to deal with 

when they come with physical outcomes. It betides because somewhere society 

gives more consequence to outer beauty than inner. 

 

3. Social and Economic  

 

Many of the survivors where got handicapped and rely upon on their loved one 

for socially as well as economically. They face discrimination from society, as a 

result of which they become lonely. These attacks cause immense mental and 

physical trauma, due to which the victims become dependent on others for food 

																																																								
18   Supra 13 Himanshi Gulati , Basic Analysis of Acid Violence in India and Other Western Countries, Amity Lae=w 
School , 4 March 2019https://www.lawordo.com/acid-violence-in-india/ 
19Acid Violence in Uganda.(n.d.). Retrieved from 
www.acidviolence.org/uploads/files/Uganda_ASFU_Situational_Analysis_Report_FINAL_ Nov2011_1.pdf   
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and money.20 Thus it can be said that victims of acid attack, undergo a fate 

shoddier than death. 21  

 

ACID ATTACK IS GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

 

Acid Attack is a gender-based brutality, based on conventional perspectives by 

which ladies are viewed as subordinate to men or as having generalized jobs, 

which sustains various problems including uncalled for viciousness or pressure, 

for example, family brutality and misbehavior, forced marriage, acid attacks and 

other forms of physical violence.22 23 The Convention on the Elimination of all 

Forms of Discrimination Against Women (hereinafter referred to as ‘CEDAW’) 

panel had further included gender-based brutality in the 2 outcomes of 

customary one-sided control over women due to traditional, subordinate jobs 

and positions.24 Since Bangladesh, India, and Cambodia have endorsed 

CEDAW, they are bound to  and hence committed to battle all kinds of women 

suppression, including acid attacks.  

 

Statistics show, that most of the casualties as contemplated and investigated, of 

acid attacks are women. In Bangladesh, this percentage hovers somewhere from 

68% to 90%, a large number of which includes casualties. In India, statistics 

show that 72% of the reported victims are female. While in Cambodia, a slight 

majority of the victims is formed by women while 52% of that percentage is 

																																																								
20 Supra13 Himanshi Gulati , Basic Analysis of Acid Violence in India and Other Western Countries, Amity Lae=w 
School , 4 March 2019https://www.lawordo.com/acid-violence-in-india/ 
21 Himanshi Gulati, Basic Analysis of Acid Violence in India and Other Western Countries, 4 March 2019 available 
at: https://www.lawordo.com/acid-violence-in-india/ 
The physical marks on their body remind them continuously of the carnages committed on them, a feeling of isolation 
and significance always haunts them. 
22 Supra Note 18. 
See CEDAW, at art1 CEDAW committee general recommendation no-19-violence against women. 
23 Supra Note 19. 
CEDAW board of trustees General Recommendation No.19-brutality against ladies .We note that , in spite of the fact 
that CEDAW perceives sexual orientation based savagery as something that happen just to ladies it is progressively 
being that men perceived that men can likewise be dependent upon viciousness due to their sex; see JUDY A 
BENJAMIN and KHADIJA FANCY, WOMEN'S COMMISSION FOR REFUGEE WOMEN &CHILDREN, 
UNICEF. 
24 See CEDAW board General Recommendation No.19 – Violence Against ladies, (commenting that "conventional 
perspectives by which ladies are viewed as subordinate to men or as having generalized jobs sustain broad, particles 
including viciousness or pressure, for example, family brutality and misuse, constrained marriage, settlement passings, 
corrosive assaults and future conditions. 
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formed by girls. It is also important to note here that in Cambodia, acid attacks 

on women by other women, are extremely common.25 

 

PROVISIONS IN INDIA RELATING TO ACID ATTACK 

 

Acid Attack is one of the gravest offences which can be committed against a 

person. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 brought about several 

changes to the existing Indian Penal Regime. Section 5 of the Amendment Act, 

2013 added Sections 326A and 326B in the Indian Penal Code. These two 

sections deal with the evil of causing grievous hurt by throwing Acid, definitively 

by imposing punishment not less than 10 years extending to life, and/or fine; 

as well as ‘Attempts’ to throw Acid, by imposing minimum punishment of  five 

years extending to 7 years and a liability for imposition of fine.26  

 

The 226th Report of the Law Commission of India had recommended that 

‘Acid Attacks’ must be made a specific offence under the Indian Penal Code 

and remuneration should be paid to the victims in question.27 This suggestion 

was then considered by the Justice Verma Committee Report in 2013. This 

Report essentially prohibited the offences against women and endorsed various 

amendments to the present law tending to such offences. 

 

The Report of Justice Verma Committee saw the importance of reforming the 

existing law into separate provisions, in order to effectively punish offenders, 

who have no fear of the Law. The report suggested that changes be brought 

about in Section 326 of IPC, which talks about causing grievous hurt by 

dangerous weapons or means, in order to repel violent attackers from 

committing acid attacks, by making it a specifically punishable offence in Law. 

 

The Committee made reference to the judgement of the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court in the case of Sachin Jana v. Province of West Bengal28, where, the offence of 

																																																								
25 CAMBODIAN ACID SURVIVORS CHARITY (CASC), APRIL-JUNE 2010, QUARTERLY REPORT 4 (2010). 
26 S. 326A, S.326B of the Indian Penal Code, 1860.  
27 The 226th Report of Law Commission of India, July 2003, p. 3. 
28 (2008) 3 SCC 290. 
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Acid Attack was equated with and attempt to murder, under the relevant 

provisions of Section 307 read with Section 34 of IPC; and thus recommended 

the inclusion of Acid Attack as a specific offense punishable under the Indian 

Penal Code.  Sections 326A prescribes punishment for:  

 

“whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns or mains are disfigures 

or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes grievous hurt by throwing acid 

on or by administering acid to that person, or by using any other means with the intention of 

causing or with the knowledge that he is likely to cause such injury or hurt, shall not be less 

than ten years which shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to imprisonment 

for life, and with fine.”29 

 

Therefore, the minimum punishment under this section is ten (10) years which 

may be extended up to life imprisonment, and the offender is also liable to pay 

fine, which is usually an amount that can reasonably meet the medical expenses 

of the victim. The fine deposited is to the victim itself, and not to the 

government.  

 

On the other hand, Section 326 B provides that a person accused under this 

section, may be punished with imprisonment of a minimum of five (5) years, 

which may extend up to seven (7) years, and the person shall also be liable for 

paying a fine. 

 

CASELAW ON ACID ATTACK 

 

LAXMI v. UNION OF INDIA30 

 

This case is, perhaps, one of the most important cases for Acid Attack victims. 

In this case, Laxmi, a 15-year-old, was attacked with acid for refusing the 

marriage proposal of a 32-year-old man. As at that point of time there were no 

specific laws relating to Acid Attacks, Laxmi was forced to get relief under 

																																																								
29 S. 326A, The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
30 2014 4 SCC 427. 
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Sections 320, 325 and 326 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. In her PIL, she 

prayed for the following reliefs: 

 

1.  That regulations relating to the sale and purchase of acid are framed, in 

order to curb acid attacks in India. 

2. That a new legislation dealing with acid attacks is framed and passed, or 

the existing law is amended to include Acid Attacks as a separate offence, 

while also imposing stringent punishment for perpetrators of such crime. 

3. That schemes for the rehabilitation and compensation of the victims are 

framed.  

 

The Supreme Court, while deciding the case, allowed all three reliefs prayed for, 

and directed that appropriate provisions be enacted to regulate the sale of acid; 

appropriate measures are taken to rehabilitate the acid attack victims and that 

compensation is payable to victims of Acid Attack by the states by the creation 

of a separate fund or other method. 

 

PARIVARTAN KENDRA v. UNION OF INDIA and ORS.31  

 

This case is a landmark judgment, wherein, an NGO called Parivartan Kendra 

filed a Public Interest Litigation in the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India by 

invoking its A. 32 Jurisdiction under the Constitution of India, to address the 

plight of Acid Attack victims.32  

 

This case discussed in detail the increasing number of Acid Attacks in the 

country, the reasons why the existing legislation fails to curb this menace, the 

motivation behind such attacks, and how to better care for Acid Attack victims 

by promulgating special schemes for them.  

 

																																																								
31 (2016) 3 SCC 571. 
32 “Landmark Supreme Court Judgement – Parivartan Kendra v. Union of India”, available at: 
https://www.lawnn.com/parivartan-kendra-v-union-of-india/ 
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In this case, an 18-year-old girl, Chanchal, was working as a daily wage worker 

along with studying computer science in a college. While on her way to college, 

she was regularly verbally and sexually harassed by four youths. One night, while 

Chanchal was asleep at her house, the accused climbed the roof, and threw acid 

on her which affected her face as well as body. Some acid was spilled on 

Chanchal’s sister as well, who was asleep in the same room. Since the victim was 

unable to get proper compensation under the Laxmi Aggarwal Case33 guidelines 

and went into debt, the Petitioner took up the case on her behalf. 

 

Issues Raised:34 

 

“1. Whether there is a need for standard treatment and management 

guidelines for Acid Attack Survivors? 

2. Whether additional measures need to be taken to ensure 

fundamental rights of citizens guaranteed by the Constitution of 

India and to secure the position of victims of acid attack who are 

primarily women and to provide certain other guidelines to ensure 

the speedy treatment, recovery and rehabilitation of acid attack 

victim. 

3. Whether the guidelines which were laid down in the case of Laxmi 

v. Union of India, provisions of Survivor Compensation Schemes, 

Criminal Amendment Law (Amendment) Ordinance 2013 and a 

compensation amount of Rs. 3 Lakh do not provide an adequate 

remedy to the acid attack victims and in compliance of the 

contemporary legislation around the world to deal with this 

offence?” 

 

The Apex Court, after analyzing all the issues raised, arguments advanced and 

the facts of the case, laid down that the Rs. 3 Lakh compensation laid down in 

the Laxmi Aggarwal Case, should be treated as the minimum amount, and the 

States should endeavor to provide higher compensation whenever there is a 

																																																								
33 2014 4 SCC 427. 
34 Supra Note 32. 
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requirement for it. While noting that the States have failed in the 

implementation of the ban on sale of acid, the Court directed the State to make 

provisions for including Acid Attack victims in the disability list, and to 

implement guidelines for the rehabilitation of acid attack victims. As for the 

Victim and her sister, the Court ordered a compensation of Rs. 10 Lakhs and 

Rs. 3 Lakhs respectively to be paid. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

Acid Attack is a crime which causes great mental and physical distress to its 

victim. It is the Authors belief that merely making law is not enough to tackle 

this problem, as the implementation of this law is equally important. While some 

steps have been taken, such as the introduction of the Criminal Law 

(Amendment) Act, 2013 there is yet a long way to go, such as the stopping of 

Acid sales, which came as a result of the judgement in the Laxmi Aggarwal 

case35.  Even though this judgement, in theory, bans the sale of acid, in practice, 

the stark reality is different. Therefore, it is important to properly implement 

and execute the laws made, otherwise this problem will continue plaguing our 

country. In addition to the stringent penal laws, provisions have also been made 

to regulate the sale of acid. The acids used for attacks are easily available as they 

are used in domestic use as well as for scientific and research purposes. A 

monitoring system should be formed to check the effective implementation of 

the rules by the people.36 

 

																																																								
35 2014 4 SCC 427. 
36 Meghna Bajpai and Sugandha Singh, Acid Attack: A burning issue in India, 2015 GJLS Vol III, No. 2.  


