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ABOUT US 
 

Corpus Juris is an open access, peer reviewed journal published by Adv. Sunil 

Chauhan, which aims at generating dialogue on matters of current interest. The 

journal does not restrict its authors by any specific theme, allowing 

professionals, academic researchers and law students to express views on 

matters of their interest. It is a humble attempt to reinstate the lost atmosphere 

of legal research and progress.  

 

The ideology of Corpus Juris emanates from the acumen and philanthropic 

vision of its founders who maintain that no original thought process should be 

invalidated in order to ensure a staunch inclusive learning process.  

 

Further, Corpus Juris places an increased impetus on honing skills of their 

authors and constantly strives to make the publication process as collaborative 

as possible.  

 

After our previous edition which garnered an outreach of national as well as 

international students and practicing professionals, Corpus Juris has seen an 

enormous growth, because of you, its readers and our contributors.  

 

With this thought, we hereby present to you 

Corpus Juris: The Law Journal 
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ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT SCHEME – AN IN-

DEPTH ANALYSIS 
-ADRITA DEY, ARJUN DASGUPTA  

AND SUBHOJYOTI NAG* 

     

ABSTRACT 

 

The ongoing pandemic crisis and phases of complete shutdown have dealt a serious blow to the 

livelihoods of millions of people in developed countries as well as developing ones like India. 

The world market has come to a standstill. The hollow eyes are praying day and night for two 

morsels of food. Situations have come to such a pass that it’s a constant tug-o-war between 

hunger and virus so as to see who can make greater souls succumb to its merciless claws. In 

such a situation the Government of India felt that for the greater good it is necessary that the 

country becomes self-reliant and self-sufficient in order to uplift the national economy from the 

dark pit in which it is stealthily sliding down by the day. In this article, we try to put together 

a small analysis and discussion of the various aspects of the Atmanirbhar Bharat Plan that 

has recently been announced, bringing to light the necessary changes that we feel can bring about 

welfare of the country. However, like all other reformative schemes, this one too has certain 

loopholes and obstacles that need to be considered and dealt with appropriately before we can 

attain the final objectives of the Atmanirbhar Bharat scheme, that happen to be self-sufficiency 

and self-reliance. The announcement of this plan comes as a breath of relief in this pandemic. 

The plan on the whole, is thoroughly thought out and is undoubtedly a step forward towards 

a better tomorrow for the nation. 

 

Keywords: Atmanirbhar Bharat, MSME’s, Ordinance, Narendra Modi  

																																																								
* Students, 2nd Year, Department of Law, University of Calcutta (Hazra College). 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Cambridge Dictionary defines the phrase ‘self-reliant’ as ‘not needing help or 

support from other people.’ It refers to having confidence in exercising one’s 

power or judgement independent of outer interference.1 

 

The scheme of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ or ‘Self-Reliant India’ came into existence 

in the month of May, 2020 in the midst of coronavirus pandemic, as an 

accelerating factor in turning the country of India into a self-reliant one. 

However as the name suggests, it does not mean totally cutting itself off from 

the outside world, as clarified by the current Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman.2 

 

However, this is not the first time that such a scheme striving to achieve self-

reliance has surfaced. A similar initiative was introduced by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi back in 2014 in the form of “Make in India” initiative to spur 

up productivity and employment generation capacity of a fledgling 

manufacturing sector by creating a business-friendly environment that will help 

private investments and foreign capital.3 

 

It wouldn’t be wrong to say that India has been self-reliant from way before, 

which can be dated back to the yester years through the creation of institutions 

like SAIL (steel production), IITs (Production of the best domestic engineering 

graduates), AIIMS (Medical Science research), DRDO (Defence research), etc.4 

The Atmanirbhar Project has 5 pillars and 5 phases as part of its programme. 

The 5 pillars of Atmanirbhar Bharat scheme focus on Economy, Infrastructure, 

																																																								
1 Https://Dictionary.Cambridge.Org/Dictionary/English/Self-Reliant. 
2 Amit Chaturvedi, ‘To Spur Growth’: Nirmala Sitharaman On PM Modi’s Atamanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, 
HINDUSTAN TIMES (May 13th, 2020, 17:30 IST), Https://Www.Hindustantimes.Com/India-News/To-Spur-
Growth-Nirmala-On-Pm-Modi-S-Atamanirbha-Bharat-Abhiyan/Story-S71j5o0zg21qy4qstsuntp.Html. 
3 Gaurav Choudhry, Look East, Link West, Says PM Modi At Make In India Launch, HINDUSTAN TIMES 
(September 25th, 2014, 14:10 IST), Https://Www.Hindustantimes.Com/Business/Look-East-Link-West-Says-Pm-
Modi-At-Make-In-India-Launch/Story-Mgj6f6mlumos0bai27rl1o.Html. 
4 Abhay Kumar, Shatrughan Takes Jibe At PM Over ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, DECCAN HERALD (May 31st, 2020, 
19:00 IST), Https://Www.Deccanherald.Com/National/National-Politics/Shatrughan-Sinha-Takes-Jibe-At-Pm-
Over-Atma-Nirbhar-Bharat-843979.Html. 
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System, Vibrant Demography and Demand while the 5 phases of Atmanirbhar 

Bharat can be divided as5 :- 

  

• Phase 1 – Business Including MSMEs  

• Phase 2 – Poor, including migrants and farmers 

• Phase 3 – Agriculture 

• Phase 4 – New Horizons of Growth 

• Phase 5 – Government reforms and Enablers 

 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE FIVE PHASES UNDER THE SCHEME 

 

The first set of relief measures focus on enabling the Indian economy’s 

backbone – MSMEs sector employing 40% of Indian workforce and being the 

most vibrant and dynamic industrial sector contributing significantly to the 

GDP and export. Six announcements were dedicated to the MSME segment to 

infuse liquidity which included collateral-free loans and equity infusion for 

MSMEs through Fund of Funds.  

 

The definition of MSME is revised under the applicable law intending to bring 

more MSME enterprises under the purview of being classified as MSMEs so 

that they can reap benefits associated with it. Indian MSMEs and other 

companies have often faced unfair competition from foreign companies. 

Therefore, global tenders will be disallowed in Government procurement 

tenders upto Rs 200 crores. Necessary amendments of General Financial Rules 

will be effected. This will help MSMEs to increase their business and it will be 

a step towards Self-Reliant India and also support Make in India. 

 

The second phase of measures cater to migrant workers and street vendors. An 

amount of Rs 2 lakh crore will be given to farmers through Kisan credit cards 

while 2.5 crore farmers, including fishermen and animal husbandry farmers, 

																																																								
5 Https://Www.India.Gov.In/Spotlight/Building-Atmanirbhar-Bharat-Overcoming-Covid-19. 
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would be able to get institutional credit at a concessional rate. ‘One nation one 

ration card’ is introduced to allow migrant workers to buy ration from any depot 

in the country.  

 

Special credit facility of Rs 5,000 crore was announced to support around 50 

lakh street vendors who will have access to an initial Rs 10,000 working capital. 

The Government allowed states to fund the food and provide shelter facilities 

to migrant workers from the disaster response fund that would cost Rs 11,000 

crore to the centre.  

 

The definition of ‘inter-state migrant worker’ is modified to include migrant 

workers employed directly by the employer, workers directly coming to 

destination State of their own besides the migrant workers employed through a 

contractor.  

 

The introduction of statutory concept of National Floor Wage will reduce 

regional disparity in minimum wages, and fixation of minimum wages is 

simplified which will lead to less number of rates of minimum wages and better 

compliance. 

 

The third phase of measures worth Rs 1.5 lakh crore focuses on agriculture and 

allied sectors including dairy, animal husbandry and fisheries. The Government 

has planned to launch the PMMSY for integrated, sustainable, inclusive 

development of marine and inland fisheries which will lead to employment of 

over 55 lakh people. In order to formalize the micro food enterprise, Rs. 10,000 

crore has been allocated. This scheme promotes the vision ‘vocal for local with 

global outreach’.  

 

Under the fourth phase, Government will introduce competition, transparency 

and private sector participation in the Coal Sector and will introduce composite 

exploration-cum-mining-cum-production regime for minerals.  
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‘Make in India’ is absolutely necessary for self-reliance, especially in sectors like 

defence production. A list of weapons and platforms will be notified that will 

not be allowed for import. They will have to be bought in India. Indigenisation 

of some imported spares will also be given priority. 

 

To boost private participation in Space activities Government will provide level 

playing field for private companies in satellites, launches and space-based 

services and will provide predictable policy and regulatory environment to 

private players alongwith the authorization granted to the Private sector to use 

ISRO facilities and other relevant assets to improve their capacities. Future 

projects for planetary exploration, outer space travel etc. are to be opened for 

private sector. 

 

Under the fifth phase Government will allocate an additional ₹40,000 crore to 

MGNREGS in addition to the budget estimate of ₹61,000 crore, to ensure that 

workers returning to villages are provided employment, especially through the 

upcoming monsoon period. This will boost rural economy through higher 

production and will create larger number of durable and livelihood assets. 

 

Public expenditure on health will be increased. Investments in grassroot health 

institutions and wellness centres in rural and urban areas are to be increased as 

well. Apart from that, all districts are to have ‘infectious diseases blocks’ set up 

in their hospitals. Public health labs are to be set up in every block to manage 

the pandemic. 

 

Thus it can be seen that the Government of India has managed to chalk out and 

streamline its set of policies and reforms under 5 phases to ensure their efficient 

execution and implementation. 

 

SOME MAJOR LEGAL REFORMS UNDER THE SCHEME 

 

Upon careful inspection of the policies, it can be seen that under the 

Atmanirbhar Bharat program, the current Government of India has 
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implemented or will implement various amendments to the pre-existing laws so 

as to cater to the current scenario and the near future. Some of these 

amendments or reforms have been discussed below :- 

 

Firstly, The Cabinet has approved ‘The Farming Produce Trade and Commerce 

(Promotion and Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020’6 to ensure barrier free trade in 

agriculture produce as well as ‘The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 

Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance, 2020’7 to 

empower farmers to engage with processors, aggregators, wholesalers, large 

retailers and exporters.8 

 

The respective amendments through the Essential Commodities (Amendment) 

Ordinance, 20209 to the Essential Commodities Act of 195510 which was created 

at a time of scarcity of produce but now a constraining factor in the modern 

period of surplus will free the farmers from the clutches of the Agricultural 

Producer Market Committee (APMC) who can now sell their produce anywhere 

at competitive prices including online platforms without any tax being levied 

due to being sold outside APMC markets.11 

 

																																																								
6 The Farming Produce Trade And Commerce (Promotion And Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020. 
Http://Agricoop.Nic.In/Sites/Default/Files/219745.Pdf. 
7 The Farmers (Empowerment And Protection) Agreement On Price Assurance And Farm Services Ordinance, 2020. 
Http://Agricoop.Nic.In/Sites/Default/Files/219750.Pdf 
8 Cabinet Nod For Amendment To Essential Commodities Act, 2 Ordinances To Promote Barrier-Free Trade, 
ECONOMIC TIMES (June 3rd,2020, 08:04 Pm IST) 
Https://Economictimes.Indiatimes.Com/News/Economy/Agriculture/Union-Cabinet-Gives-Nod-To-
Amendments-To-Essential-Commodities-Act/Articleshow/76176162.Cms 
9 Essential Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 
Https://Consumeraffairs.Nic.In/Sites/Default/Files/File-Uploads/Essential-Commodities-
Order/EC_Ordinance.Pdf 
10 Essential Commodities Act, 1955 
11 Samrat Sharma, Farmers Liberated Today, Claims Modi Govt; ‘One Nation, One Market’, Other Agri Reforms 
Announced, FINANCIAL EXPRESS (June 3rd, 2020, 6:39 Pm IST), 
Https://Www.Financialexpress.Com/Economy/Farmers-Liberated-Today-Claims-Modi-Govt-One-Nation-One-
Market-Other-Agri-Reforms-Announced/1980168/ 



 
Corpus Juris                                                                                                       ISSN: 2582-2918  
The Law Journal   website: www.corpusjuris.co.in	
	

	   CORPUS JURIS|7 

The farmers have also been promised a minimum price which is 50 percent 

more than the input cost with necessary provisions being rolled out by the 

Government of India to ensure this is carried out.12 

 

Secondly, rationalisation of related party transaction related provisions and 

other provisions under Companies Act, 2013 and the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (Including special insolvency resolution framework 

under section 240A of IBC)13 as well as the use of digital platforms in order to 

surpass the limitations of the lockdown in place and to ensure smooth and 

unhindered transactions and proceedings of the Companies in their day to day 

operations seems to be a major defining point under this scheme of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

 

Decriminalizing of Companies Act violations involving minor technical and 

procedural default and establishment of an alternate framework to deal with 

compoundable offences that will declog the criminal courts and NCLT seems 

to be another boosting factor under this scheme.14  

 

Thirdly, universalization of right of minimum wages and timely payment to all 

workers including unorganised workers, introduction of National Floor Wage 

in order to reduce regional disparity in minimum wages, and extending the 

Occupational Safety and Health Code in order to cover establishments with 

hazardous nature of threshold of less than 10 workers seems to be another 

ground that the Atmanirbhar Bharat scheme plans to cover under its list of 

policies and reforms.15 

 

																																																								
12 Cabinet Approves Increase of MSP For 14 Kharif Crops, THE TRIBUNE (June 1st, 2020, 04:40pm IST), 
Https://Www.Tribuneindia.Com/News/Nation/Cabinet-Approves-Increase-Of-Msp-For-14-Kharif-Crops-
Farmers-To-Get-50-83-More-Than-Input-Cost-92907 
13 Part 5: Government Reforms And Enablers, Atmanirbhar Bharat , 
Https://Cdnbbsr.S3waas.Gov.In/S3850af92f8d9903e7a4e0559a98ecc857/Uploads/2020/05/2020051740.Pdf 
14 Ibid. 
15 Part 2 : Poor, Including Migrants And Farmers, Atmanirbhar Bharat, 
Https://Cdnbbsr.S3waas.Gov.In/S3850af92f8d9903e7a4e0559a98ecc857/Uploads/2020/05/2020051751.Pdf 
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The above mentioned legal reforms are some of the major highlighting factors 

among others under the scheme of Atmanirbhar Bharat that aim to smoothen 

and accelerate the process of turning India into a self-reliant and self-sustained 

hub. 

 

OBSTACLES TO THE SCHEME 

 

However, the scheme suffers from certain obstacles or wrinkles that need to be 

ironed out in order to ensure smooth and efficient operation of the scheme and 

to pave the way for achievement of the ultimate objectives of the scheme. 

 

Firstly, with the recent escalating troubles with China, and a decision to boycott 

Chinese goods, it was realized that a high percent of the goods available in the 

Indian market, were imports from the country of China and our dependence on 

them was an eye opening and alarming matter. 

 

In order to be self-reliant, India needs to increase production of goods that it 

usually gets through imports, and which can be manufactured in India with not 

much hindrance. It needs to strengthen its home grounds in terms of self-

sufficiency and self-reliance to a greater degree as much as possible. 

 

But in order to do so India needs to re-organize its industrial and agricultural 

infrastructure that is already prevalent. 

 

Secondly, even though sections 21-40A of The Factories Act, 194816 clearly put 

down rules to be followed strictly in factories with respect to safety measures 

and protocols, accidents cannot be avoided even in certain circumstances, some 

major instances being the recent chemical gas leak in Andhra Pradesh17, a fire 

																																																								
16 The Factories Act, 1948 
17 Srinivasa Rao Apparasu, 11 Dead, Over 1,000 Fall Sick After Gas Leak At Andhra Pradesh Chemical Plant, 
HINDUSTAN TIMES (May 7th, 2020, 15:08 IST), Https://Www.Hindustantimes.Com/Cities/3-Dead-200-Fall-
Sick-After-Chemical-Leak-At-Andhra-Pradesh-Factory/Story-Kkofwhbmjs77lsvxuglx3h.Html 



 
Corpus Juris                                                                                                       ISSN: 2582-2918  
The Law Journal   website: www.corpusjuris.co.in	
	

	   CORPUS JURIS|9 

outbreak in the Bengal fireworks factory18 and a fatal boiler accident in Tamil 

Nadu19. 

 

But as of now, since all countries are undergoing a form of lockdown phase in 

one way or the other, industrial accidents have increased in number20. This is 

mainly due to the fact, that due to the ongoing lockdown, restrictions imposed 

have led to absence of safety checks and maintenance of machinery on a regular 

basis, due to which probability of accidents and associated deaths have 

increased, in turn leading to nearly huge losses.  

 

Thus it can be inferred that right now, the pre-existing laws are falling short to 

curb the menace at hand and that the reforms mentioned under Occupational 

Safety and Health Code should be framed and modified accordingly to include 

the newly reformed safety protocols and checks so as to avoid disasters like 

these in the near future. 

 

Thirdly, while the Atmanirbhar scheme does aim to provide relief in the form 

of introduction of Statutory concept of National Floor Wages and 

universalization of minimum wages, the mistreatment and overexploitation of 

the physical labourers in other forms happen to be overlooked.21 

 

Also, taking into account the fact that automatization has overtaken physical 

labour in majority of the countries and the risks and casualties tied to physical 

labour is also reduced, the same unfortunately cannot be said in respect to a 

country like India, which is still dependent on mostly physical labour in its 

industries small and big alike. 

																																																								
18 Sanjib Chakraborty, West Bengal: 5 Killed In Naihati Illegal Firecracker Factory Blast, THE TIMES OF INDIA 
(January 4th, 2020, 06:57 IST), Https://Timesofindia.Indiatimes.Com/City/Kolkata/5-Killed-In-Naihati-Illegal-
Firecracker-Factory-Blast/Articleshow/73092373.Cms. 
19 J Sam Daniel Stalin, Second Fatal Boiler Blast In Two Months At Plant In Tamil Nadu Kills 6, NDTV (July 1st, 
2020, 3:31 Pm IST), Https://Www.Ndtv.Com/India-News/4-Dead-13-Injured-In-Boiler-Explosion-At-Thermal-
Power-Plant-In-Tamil-Nadus-Cuddalore-2255050. 
20 Sumant Banerji, Unions Raise Alarm As Industrial Accidents Rise In India Post Lockdown, BUSINESS TODAY 
(July 7th, 2020, 21:26 IST), Https://www.Businesstoday.In/Current/Economy-Politics/Unions-Raise-Alarm-As-
Industrial-Accidents-Rise-In-India-Post-Lockdown/Story/409197.Html. 
21 N.S. Tanvi, The Face Of Exploitation, THE HINDU (May 11th, 2020, 00:15), 
Https://Www.Thehindu.Com/Opinion/Op-Ed/The-Face-Of-Exploitation/Article31551780.Ece 
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Couple that with the factors of working in unsafe and dangerous environments 

along with lack of adequate safety measures, there is little or no incentive for 

the physical labourers except to survive. Loss of livelihoods on a large scale and 

the current ongoing lockdown with its restrictive measures in place just worsens 

their situation. Hopefully the reforms under the Atmanirbhar scheme will 

address these issues plaguing the physical labourers who form a majority of the 

backbone of the entire workforce and play an important role in the economy of 

the country. 

 

And finally, the ever increasing prices of necessities as well other commodities 

does little to elevate the ever-grim situation of the economically down-

trodden22.Sometimes the only way available to them is to resort to cheaper 

alternate products which are manufactured and imported from other countries, 

which goes against the very slogans of “Self-reliance” and “Vocal for Local” as 

promoted under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Scheme. The only way to counter this 

problem, in our opinion is to ensure that the minimum wages promised under 

the new scheme is sufficient enough so as to counter this hurdle. 

 

Thus considering the Lockdown situation and the facts mentioned above 

among other small hiccups, we are of the opinion that the currently prevalent 

infrastructure and set of rules and regulations, both codified and uncodified 

should be revamped and reformed accordingly so as to cater and adapt to the 

current situation and help in accelerating the scheme of Atmanirbhar Bharat 

while also keeping into consideration, the health, safety and morale of the 

workers who play an integral role in the economy and infrastructure of the 

country. 

  

																																																								
22 Ajit Ranade, Brace For An Unusual Situation: Inflation Amidst A Recession, DECCAN HERALD (July 22nd, 2020, 
01:53 IST), Https://Www.Deccanherald.Com/Opinion/Panorama/Brace-For-An-Unusual-Situation-Inflation-
Amidst-A-Recession-864090.Html. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

On a concluding note, it will not be wrong to say that like all other plans and 

missions, this scheme too does have certain loopholes and obstacles that need 

to be considered and dealt with appropriately before we can attain the final 

objectives of the Atmanirbhar Bharat scheme, that happen to be self-sufficiency 

and self-reliance as discussed herein above; but on the broader side, the plan is 

one which the country has been looking forward to for quite a long time. The 

announcement of this plan is like a silver lining in this pandemic. The plan on 

the whole, is thoroughly thought out and put in black and white. Thus, in all 

probability, it is undoubtedly a step forward towards a better tomorrow for the 

nation.  

 


