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END WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE- A BRIEF STUDY ON 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN. 
- DEVANSH GULATI1 AND DHRUV CHAUHDHRY2 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

The Global Campaign for elimination of violence against women in the past few years 

shows the evilness as well as the soberness of the malfeasance committed against 

women that are being witnessed in the whole world. There has been an increase in 

crime against women due to a change in the social ethos which contributes towards a 

violent attitude and tendency towards women. Crimes against women are said to be a 

matter of serious concern and it is a necessity that the women of India attain the 

rightful share of living with dignity, freedom, peace and last but not the least free from 

crimes. The struggle against crime towards women through various ways which could 

be in the form of Marital Rape, Domestic Violence, Sexual Exploitation, Assault etc. 

had started in the early ages by various sections of the society. There were many 

initiatives which were taken up in the form of campaigns and various social 

programmes along with social support and legal protection which safeguards and 

reforms in the Criminal Justice System. 

 

All these safeguards went in vain as these women in our country still suffer due to lack 

of awareness about their rights, due to illiteracy, oppressive practices and customs. 

There were many consequences regarding the same which amounted to fall in sex 

ratio, high infant mortality rate, low literacy rate, high dropout rate of girls from 

education, low wage rate etc.  This paper seeks to introduce about laws relating to 

women and also highlights the acts which were made by the justice system for their 

prevention. This paper also explains various types of violence’s against women. This 

paper would also rotate across the offences under Indian Penal Code and the offences 

committed under Special and Local Laws (SLL). The paper would also be dealing with 

different approaches of women.3   

																																																								
1 Student, Fairfield Institute of Management and Technology (Affiliated to GGSIPU). 
2 Student, Fairfield Institute of Management and Technology (Affiliated to GGSIPU). 
3 https://www.ijsr.net/search_index_results.php. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

In the ancient times the women in India had a high place of respect in the society as 

mentioned in Rigveda and other scriptures. Among many of the societies that are 

found in the world, the Indian society in the early ages had some of the most esteem 

regard for women as found in the vedic culture. This culture has a high regard for 

qualities of women and also has retained the greatest respect within its tradition for 

women. But later on, due to some changes in the economy, women had lost their 

status and were degraded.  

 

Time has helplessly watched women sufferings as in many forms like discrimination, 

exploitation, humiliation, oppression and aggression. Indian women through the 

country remained subjugated and oppressed because the society believed in 

dominating the women. Male violence against women are said to be worldwide, fear 

of violence is said to be an important factor in the lives of most of the woman, this 

fear causes lack of participation of women in each and every sphere of life. There are 

large number of crimes against women, many of them are committed before their 

birth and many of them are committed after their birth. The women in India nearly 

constitutes about half of the population and most of them are burdened under socio-

culture and religious structures. 

 

A. Legislations for safeguard of women. 

 

There are many legislations which have been made regarding the safety of women. 

They are further classified into 2 categories- 

 

(1) Crimes under IPC 

 

(a) Rape- The term rape say that any Unlawful sexual activity and usually 

sexual intercourse carried out forcibly or under threat of injury 

against a person's will or with a person who is not a major or is 
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incapable of valid consent because of mental illness, mental 

deficiency, intoxication, unconsciousness, or deception.4  

 

(b) Kidnapping and abduction for specific purposes.  

 

SPECIFIC PURPOSES FOR KIDNAPPING5   

(1) for ransom, or as a shield or hostage;  

(2) to facilitate flight or the commission of any crime, even if the 

crime facilitated is a less serious crime, such as robbery or rape;  

(3) to cause bodily injury or to terrorize the victim, or another; or  

(4) Interference with the performance of any governmental or 

political function.  

 

(c) Torture, both mental and physical6  

(d) Molestation7  

(e) Sexual Harassment8  

(f) Importation of girls (up to 21 years of age)9  

(g) Homicide for dowry, dowry death or their attempts10  

 

The Crimes under the Special & Local Laws (SLL) are as follows:  

 

Although all laws which are passed by the government are not gender specific, the 

provisions of law affecting women pointedly have been reviewed periodically and 

amendments are carried out to keep pace with the evolving requirements.  The gender 

specific laws for which crime statistics are recorded in the country are:   

 

1)Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 

2)Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 

																																																								
4 Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
5 Sections 363-373 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
6 S.498-A of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
7 S. 354 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
8 S. 509 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
9 S. 366-B of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
10 S. 302-304B of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
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3)The Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Act, 1979 

4)Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986 

5)Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 198711  

 

Types of Violence against women - quantity of hassle 

 

1. Violence against women consists of the subsequent offences that are given 

below: 

 

• Home or Intimate Violence  

• Sexual assault  

• Sexual Harassment  

• Stalking  

• Sexual Exploitation 

 

2. Subsequently, violence towards women has been regarded as a huge and 

persistent hassle and it also comes with intense outcomes for the victims, for 

his or her households and additionally it affects the society, it has also gained 

interest from the researchers inside the recent time. 

 

3. The violence against ladies may be labelled under special age businesses, as 

the stats display 

 

• throughout adolescence more than 35% of the ladies faced parental 

violence. 

• 53.7% of the women witnessed own family violence. 

• psychological abuse by using the men is the maximum commonplace 

type of violence i.e. 45.7%. 

 

4. The most common and the most visible is the intimate partner violence 

(IPV) which additionally offers a poor effect on the health of the victim 

																																																								
11 https://www.ijsr.net/show_abstract.php 
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(both mentally as well as bodily). If there is some attention given towards 

domestic violence against children and spouses as the mental results are also 

extremely high, as stemming from the ambiguity of the sufferer who has 

been abused by means of the member of the family from whom she expects 

guide and admire. 

 

5. It is accurate to say that Sexual attack can take many exceptional forms, 

however one statement stays constant that it’s by no means the sufferer’s 

fault. Any act that is completed without the specific consent of the victim 

refers to sexual attack. Some of the varieties of sexual attack are: 

• Tried Rape. 

• Undesirable Sexual Touching. 

• Forcing the sufferer to carry out sexual acts consisting of oral sex. 

• Penetration of the body of the victim (which is also termed as rape). 

 

6. Rape is stated to be a form of sexual attack; however it is also said that each 

one sexual attack does now not quantity to rape. 

 

Who are the PERPETRATORS? 

 

- In majority of the instances its mostly seen that the perpetrators are someone 

who's a known to the sufferer. Out of 10 cases eight of them are committed by 

the known person who the women feel to respect and have trust which is likewise 

known as Intimate Partner Sexual Violence. 

 

- When the victim does not recognise the accused or he is unknown to her that 

amounts to “Stranger Rape”. It is also further divided under a few kinds which 

can be as follows: 

 

• Blitz Sexual Assault- where the perpetrator swiftly and brutally assaults the 

victim with no prior contact before. 
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• Contact Sexual Assault- when the perpetrator contacts the victim and tries 

to gain trust of the victim and takes advantage of that trust. 

• Home Invasion Sexual Assault- when a stranger/perpetrator breaks in the 

house without the consent of the victim and commits assault.  

 

- The legal definition of stalking varies from state to state, but each and every 

definition of stalking contains three most important elements: 

 

• Unwanted Behavioural Intrusion upon another person.  

• Threat which is an Evidence of that behaviour of Stalker. 

• As a result of this Invasive Behaviour, other person who is threatened 

experiences reasonable fear.  

 

- Stalking is a malevolent repeated act of harassing another person which 

threatens the safety of the victim. 

 

LAW RELATING TO STALKING  

 

The criminal law(amendment) act 2013 amended IPC has interested “stalking” as a 

criminal act under section 354D of the Penal Code. The law makes stalking a 

punishable offence with imprisonment upto 3 years and fine for first conviction and 

five years with fine for repeated offence {Section 354D (1)}. 

 

Types of Stalking 

 

Stalking can occur in several forms. One type of stalking is when the stalker follows 

the victim and watches them. Another type of stalking is aggravated stalking. This type 

of stalking occurs when the stalkers restrains the victim and causes bodily injury to 

the victim. 

 

1. Cyberstalking 
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Cyberstalking is an act in which the usage of internet or other electronic means is 

made to stalk an individual, cyberstalking includes monitoring identity theft, threat or 

collecting information that may be used to embarrass or threaten the victim. Cyber-

stalking is a criminal offence which is punishable under section 354D (1) according to 

which the offender shall be punished with imprisonment which shall not be less than 

1 year and can be extended upto 3 years with fine. 

 

Types of Victims 

 

• Prior inmates 

 

Victims who know their stalkers and had previously been in an intimate 

relationship with their stalker are known as prior inmates. These victims are 

more likely to face violence by their stalker if the stalker had a criminal past. 

 

• Casual acquaintances and friends 

 

Among male stalking victims, most of them are casual acquaintances and 

friends. This includes friends, relatives, neighbours etc. This incident of 

stalking by casual acquaintances and friends may lead to change in address by 

their victims. 

 

• Professional contacts 

 

These are the victims who have been stalked by a person with whom he/she 

have professional relationship. This may include clients, boss, students, 

patients etc. 

 

• Workplace contacts 

 

The stalker of these victims are in their workplace or tend to visit them, which 

means that they are either an employee, customer or the employer. When 
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victim’s stalker comes to their workplace, this brings threat not only to the 

victim but also to other individuals as well. 

• Strangers 

 

These victims are unaware of how their stalkers began stalking them as they 

stalk the victim from a distance. The victim is also unaware about the identity 

of the stalker and don’t know them. 

 

• The famous 

 

These victims are very famous who are known to everyone and are hugely 

portrayed by the media. These victims include politicians, athletes, actors, etc. 

 

TYPES OF STALKERS 

1) Rejected stalkers 

 

These are the stalker who stalk the individual because the victim rejected them. They 

usually stalk the victim to correct, reverse, or avenge their rejection. The rejection can 

be by divorce, separation etc. 

 

2) Resentful stalkers 

 

As the name suggests, these stalkers stalk the victim because they have a feeling of 

bitterness towards victims. 

 

3) Intimacy stalkers 

 

These stalkers stalk the victim to establish a loving and intimate relationship with the 

victim. These stalkers believe that the victim loves them and they were meant to be 

together. 

 

4) Incomplete suitors 
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These types of stalkers are often stalk the victims to start a romantic relationship with 

them. The victim in this case are often already in a relationship with someone else. 

 

5) Predatory stalkers 

 

These stalkers usually keep an eye on the victim so that they can harm the victim often 

sexual. 

 

ARE STALKING LAWS IN INDIA ENOUGH? 

 

There is a need to highlight the ineffectiveness of stalking laws in India. These laws 

are relatively new and are still unknown to majority of people. To make ‘STALKING’ 

law more effective, there is a need to establish dedicated machinery and a quick 

redressal mechanism should also be created.12  

 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

 

It is said to be a type of harassment technique which relates to as sexual nature or any 

inappropriate promise which the person demands in place of any kind of reward in 

exchange for sexual favours. Sexual harassment can occur at many different places 

such as workplace, home, school, college etc. The common effects of Sexual 

Harassment on victims are as follows: 

 

• Being humiliated by scrutiny. 

• Stress condition resulting in decreased work or lack in school/college 

performance. 

• Defamation of Character and reputation. 

• Effects on sexual Life and relationships. 

• Having to drop school or college or change academic plans. 

• Loss of trust in environment. 

• Psychological stress and health impairment. 

																																																								
12 https://stalkingsoceffects.weebly.com/types-of-stalkers.html 
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• Weakening of support network, loss of people in life.13  

 

KEY SEXUAL HARASSMENT CASES 

 

• Williams v. Saxbe (1976) and Paulette L. Barnes, Appellant, v. Douglas M. Costle, 

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (1977).14  

• Bundy v. Jackson- Sexual Harassment at workplace.15  

• Alexander v. Yale- sexual harassment of female students considered to be sex 

discrimination.16  

 

Sections under the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure 

 

Section 304 B – “Where the death of a lady is caused by any burns or bodily injury 

which cannot  occur in normal circumstances  within seven years of her marriage and 

it's shown that soon before her death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by 

her husband or any relative of her husband for, or in reference to , any demand for 

dowry, such death shall be called “dowry death”, and such husband or relative shall 

be deemed to possess caused her death. Whoever commits dowry death shall be 

punished with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less seven years but which 

can reach imprisonment forever.” 

 

The 1986 amendment created a separate kind of offence called dowry death to face 

up to the increasing incidence of dowry deaths. 

 

Essentials of Sec 304B are: 

 

1.  Death of girls has been caused by burns or bodily injury or occurs otherwise 

than under normal circumstances. 

2.  Such death must have occurred within 7 years of marriage. 

																																																								
13 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_harassment 
14 DDC 1976 US Courts. 
15 641F.2d 934 DC Circuit Justice Skelly Wright. 
16  631 F.2d 187. 
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3.  Soon before her death the ladies must be subjected to cruelty or harassment 

by her husband or any relatives of her husband. 

4.  The victim was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or any 

relative of her husband. 

5.  Such cruelty or harassment must be for, or in reference to demand for 

dowry. 

 

‘Soon before her death’ means interval between cruelty and death shouldn't be much. 

There must be existence of a proximate and live links between the effect of cruelty 

supported dowry demand and therefore the concerned death. If the alleged incident 

of cruelty is remote in time and has become state enough to not disturb the mental 

equilibrium of the lady concerned, it might be of no consequence. 

 

In the case of dowry death there shall be presumption against the husband and 

therefore the relatives. Section 326A - „Whoever causes permanent or partial damage 

or deformity to, or bums or maims or disfigures or disables, any part or parts of the 

body of an individual or causes grievous hurt by throwing acid on or by administering 

acid thereto person, or by using any other means with the intention of causing or with 

the knowledge that he's likely to cause such injury or hurt, shall be punished with 

imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be but ten years but 

which can reach imprisonment forever, and with fine; as long as such fine shall be just 

and reasonable to satisfy the medical expenses of the treatment of the victim; Provided 

further that any fine imposed under this section shall be paid to the victim.” 

 

Section 326B provides for punishment up to 5 years for attempting of acid attack. 

With the rise in no of crimes in our society, we encounter to at least one of the heinous 

crimes faced mostly by the ladies which results in lifetime impact inside and out of 

doors both of a victim is Acid Attack. 

 

Sec 357A came to be inserted in Crpc, 1973 which provides for the aim of 

compensation to the victims or their dependents who has suffered loss or injury as a 

results of the crime and who require rehabilitation. 
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There have been many guidelines issued by the Hon’ble Supreme Court so as to curb 

the growing menace of acid attacks by imposing duties on the state to regularize the 

sale and restrict the supply of the acid and also the provide the compensation and 

rehabilitation to the acid attack victims. 

 

However, it must be recognized that having stringent laws and enforcement agencies 

might not be sufficient unless deep-rooted gender bias is far away from the society.2 

In Laxmi v. Union of India,17 the landmark case during this context, the Apex court 

issued certain guidelines to be followed by the State. 

 

1.  Regulation of the acid by the state and UT. No acid shall tend to an 

individual without his identification card and other details. 

2.  The acid attacks victim shall be paid compensation of a minimum of Rs. 3 

lakhs by the concerned State Government/ UT because the after care and 

rehabilitation cost.3. State must make sure that free treatment is provided to 

victims of acid attack and a certificate are often issued by the concerned 

hospital which can be utilized by the victim for treatment and reconstructive 

surgeries. 

 

Section 35418 - “Assault or criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her 

modesty.—Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any woman, meaning to outrage 

or knowing it to be likely that he will thereby outrage her modesty, shall be punished 

with imprisonment of either description for a term which can reach two years, or with 

fine, or with both.” 

 

Section 35419 of IPC clearly states that if a person with a transparent intention tries to 

outrage the modesty of a lady shall be punished with imprisonment for respective 

term consistent with the character.  

 

																																																								
17 (2014) 4 SCC 427. 
18 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
19 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
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However, even after the implementation of Laws and punishments according to the 

gravity of the offence, there seems to be no fear in the minds of the men of this 

country.  

 

Elements for Section 354 of IPC – a really clear intention from the side of defendant 

or he has the essential intelligence to understand the defendant causes an act to 

outrage the modesty of that his act can likely cause harm.  a lady by using criminal 

force or tries to assault a lady. 

 

The Section has been enacted to guard women from unwanted assaults and other 

demeaning act which can outrage the modesty of a lady. Modesty simply means an 

attribute which comes up with sex of females. Section 354A20 punishes harassment 

which can include, demand for sexual advances, physical contact, making sexually 

coloured remarks, showing pornography etc. up to a period of three years. Section 

354B21 punishes using of criminal force to disrobe a lady, with a maximum punishment 

up to 7 years.  

 

Section 354C22 punishes Voyeurism up to a period of seven years and Stalking is 

punished under Section 354D23 for up to a period of three years. Section 37224 – 

‘Whoever sells, let’s to rent, or otherwise disposes of any 2 minors with intent that 

such person shall at any age be used or used for the aim of prostitution or illicit 

intercourse with a person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to 

be likely that such person will at any age be] employed or used for any such purpose, 

shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which can reach 

ten years, and shall even be vulnerable to fine.”		

 

This Section is for safeguarding minors against the acts of selling for prostitution. This 

includes selling, letting to rent or disposal of a person under the age of eighteen i.e., a 

minor for the aim of prostitution or illicit intercourse or for any unlawful and immoral 

																																																								
20 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
21 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
22 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
23 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
24 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
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purpose at an equivalent time or in future. The punishment for such act would be 

term which will extended up to 10 years and shall be accountable for fine too.  

 

If a female is sold to someone who manages or runs a brothel, then the act of selling 

would come under this section unless proved contrary. ‘Illicit Intercourse’ includes 

intercourse between persons not united by marriage or by any union or tie which, 

though not amounting to a wedding, is recognized by the non-public law or custom 

of the community. Similarly, Section 37325 punishes the buying of minors for the needs 

of prostitution and is punishable up to 10 years.26  

 

FAILURE OF IMPLEMENTATION 

 

It is simply verifiable and accessible that India already has ample of laws to tackle the 

problems of Crimes against ladies in greatest potential Accuracy and complicated 

approach, wanting into the grievous nature of such Crimes. 

 

The Country contains numerous Statutory Acts, dower Prohibition Act, harassment 

of ladies at geographic point Prohibition Act, apart from these acts, the Indian legal 

code is additionally equipped with several such Sections that give for tight 

punishments for the wrongdoers against ladies. 

 

It shall be noted that India contains laws nearly at each side and field wherever a lady 

will be a topic to injustice except matrimonial Rape. This undoubtedly points out that 

other than an enactment of law penalizing matrimonial Rape, the state might not want 

new laws on this Issue. 

 

However, the failure of the Laws, despite being in such giant numbers, to shield India 

from being among of the highest countries in non-safety of ladies, will be attributed 

to the poor implementation of the present Laws, instead of the dearth of Laws. 

More Implementation of the Laws: The Key answer 

																																																								
25 The Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
26 Legal Provisions for Protection of Women Module 2, available at: http://ncw.nic.in/sites/default/files/Module-
%20Laws%20relating%20to%20Women_0.pdf 
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When it involves India, regarding the effective execution of the laws that stop crimes 

against ladies, it will be seen that such an outsized range of laws are unable to curb the 

speed of such crimes. New Delhi, the urban centre of encounters with quite a hundred 

and eighty rape cases per month. The question therefore arises that what will be a 

sensible approach to take care of such heinous crimes and place them down in 

numbers.  India is a Nation that already deals with the burden of a large pendency of 

cases, corruption, a prejudiced attitude towards ladies, a fault finding approach in 

coping with complaints by ladies, a slightly low conviction rate of such crimes, 

numerous safeguards in treating the defendant and therefore the like. 

 

 

 

Has one ever thought that why each rape committed against a woman, finishes up in 

committing of another offense of Murder? If India has such high range of laws, then 

the defendant being fearful of them would find yourself murdering the victim 

themselves? However, this doesn't happen in majority of the cases. a lady is raped and 

left onto the streets naked, with no one to worry. As a result, even the Accused is 

aware of that he could be saved either by bribing the officers, or by victimisation, or 

by misusing his power or Position, and if not, the Proceedings would take forever and 

till then he might have completed the term of his Natural Life by then, or he could be 

found guiltless on the grounds of “not being found guilty beyond reasonable doubt”.  

 

It is disgraceful, however, it is a modern day reality of India. Viewing the official sides, 

we tend to conjointly come back up with cases just like the one that happened recently 

in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, where, a woman was raped endlessly for 3 hours, by a 

gang of eve teasers, underneath a bridge that was placed within the Heart of town. 

There have been 2 aspects of this case- First, that the social reality is such and growing 

ignorance of the individuals towards such crimes. Is it even sensible or potential that 

a woman being raped close to the road placed within the heart of town, goes 

unremarked by each passer-by? Or did they favour to ignore the crime that was taking 

place? it's obvious that the other prevailed.  
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The other problem that the state faces is that the strict interpretation of laws even 

within the cases that are of a flagitious nature. A few such cases such as that of The 

State v. Raju Thapa, where the defendant teacher was charged with the offence of 

Raping his Minor Student was found innocent on the ground of not being found guilty 

beyond reasonable doubt, despite the presence of clear video tapes. In the Case of 

Aruna Shanbaug, where the victim of rape, suffered for thirteen long years in a comma, 

succumbed to her injuries, without the defendant being disciplined. The most 

notorious case, however, was the Nirbhaya Rape Case, where the Victim died and the 

Juvenile perpetrator, who was also the most monstrous actor of all those involved, 

was let go. All of these cases speak volumes about the flaws in the implementation of 

such laws, and due to the faulty implementation, it acts as a neutralizer to the gravity 

of the offence. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The success of a nation depends upon the prosperity and economy, but there are a 

large number of crimes happening all-around the country which effects both the 

economy and social aspects on which the nation depends. A nation is always born 

free, but it is us who make it hard to live in it. Crimes against women not only changes 

the lives of the sufferers, they can never be the same again. This includes cyber 

stalking, domestic violence, intimate partner violence etc. which further leads to rape, 

murders, stalking, eve-teasing etc. The effect of all these crimes on our society is 

enormous but it is impossible to measure the pain and suffering of the victims. The 

whole nation suffers as we see the effects at bus station, fast food restaurants and 

schools. The spirit of a person is priceless, if it is broken, then the cost can be 

measured in dollars. The crimes against women will grow up which would be causing 

stress related illness, anxiety, depression etc. 

	


