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FOURTH WAVE OF HUMAN RIGHT’S: RIGHT 

TO INTERNET 
- VEDANT TAPADIA1 AND AYUSH DWIVEDI2 

 

Human right is not the absolute truth, it just resembles the truth of the age. 

Otherwise it would be an ideology, which would be contradictory to its very 

nature. An ideology is a systematic concept of set ideas and ideals, human rights, 

on the other hand,are dynamic in nature and are based on the wide array of 

areas that human activities are premised on.  

 

Humans inherently are complex beings.  They deal with things differently as the 

time permits them to. It is due to this dynamic nature that the arenas on which 

they face violation and exploitation also keeps on changing. Newer times and 

newer interactions give rise to newer rights and newer liabilities. In 1966, the 

world witnessed the first wave of human rights, territorial sovereignty was the 

issue, and hence the demand for human rights were civil-political in nature. In 

1969, the second wave took place when the need for human rights in the 

economic, social and cultural space was felt and hence the demand was socio-

cultural and economical in nature. 

 

In the past years we have seen a lack in the solidarity of people and communities 

against the state and hence the more recent generation or wave of human rights 

demanded collective rights for the people for example, rights of women in the 

middle-east as well as the rights of people in the LGBTQ+ community. 

Presently, in lieu of the modern technological advancements, the world is facing 

a new spectrum of complications and the human rights, entangled in the dangers 

of the new technologies for example the lack of privacy.  

 

Hence, this marks the newest wave of human rights in which the demands made 

will be developmental in nature and will relate to the interactions of humans 

																																																								
1 Student, Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur. 
2 Student, Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur. 
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with the modern technologies and how their availability can give rise to new 

rights to the people.  They constitute a broad class of rights that have gained 

acknowledgment in international agreements and treaties but are more 

contested than the preceding types (Twiss, 2004). These rights have been 

referred to in documents advancing aspirational “soft law”, such as theRio 

Declaration on Environment and Development1992, and the Draft Declaration 

of Indigenous Peoples’ Rights 1994. 

 

RIGHT TO INTERNET AS A HUMAN RIGHT 

 

The internet, a global network, is revolutionizing the way in which people learn, 

practice and contribute to the society and it is becoming increasingly difficult to 

imagine a world without it. It is the backbone of economies and an economy 

with no internet access in today’s world would not sustain. For the people who 

don’t have access to internet, it puts them in a disadvantages position in the 

society, which goes against the doctrine of equality. As for the people who have 

access to internet, it offers us a platform for all kinds of opportunities, including 

exercising our human rights both online and offline as different United Nations 

(UN) Human Rights Council resolutions have established. 

 

Firstly, the internet holds the promise of being a great equaliser. The internet 

provides as a platform to voice the opinions of the traditionally marginalised 

groups. These groups can find the necessary information and associate with 

other communities suffering the same fate or could use it to acquire the skills 

necessary to avoid that fate and achieve the change that they have all longed for. 

Connecting the world with its intricate networks, the internet is truly a zone of 

solidarity. Secondly, the right to internet itself being essential, is also essential 

for exercise other human rights as well.   

 

According to MertenReglitz3, a philosopher and global ethics lecturer from the 

University of Birmingham in the UK, "Internet access is a unique and non-

																																																								
3 Merten Reglitz, The Human Right to Free Internet Access, JOURNAL OF APPLIED PHILOSOPHY, (2019) 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/japp.12395?referrer_access_token=VlHnUmqBOuwGs0A4ME
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substitutable way for realising fundamental human rights such as free speech 

and assembly,". Essentials of development like staying informed, getting ones 

voices heard, realising their fundamental human rights and practicing it on all 

mediums are possible only if the right to internet is treated an essential human 

right and its uninterrupted access is provided to everyone, not as a luxury but 

as a right instead. 

 

Hence, as a right constituting the 4th wave of human rights, the developmental 

nature of the right to internet is apparent. It is not only an essential human right 

but also acts as a medium to exercise and protect other fundamental human 

rights as well. By interrupting people’s access tothe internet one not only hinders 

their progress and learning which is a violation of ones right to life and liberty 

but also restricts their freedom to express themselves and connect with the 

world.   

 

By the virtue of internet coming forth in the new world as a new platform of 

social connection, information and business network, the right to access to 

internet acts as an equaliser which recognises the importance of people’s 

expression and representation on the internet. It is to be understood that the 

people should have a right to express themselves in any medium through which 

they can be heard and connect with the people who relate with their problems 

or/and have suffered the same fate.  

 

The internet in today’s world is the most important source of information and 

hence all humans should have a right to be heard. More importantly, internet 

today is the prime developer and influencer of one’s personality and those 

without access to the internet often find themselves at a disadvantageous 

position in the society. Furthermore, what makes the access to internet an 

absolute essential human right in todays world is due to the part that the internet 

plays in exercising and protecting other human rights. Right to internet acts as 

																																																								
4pjota6bR2k8jH0KrdpFOxC65w4YkEDJAR5hXhp-cP14JmXoS8Pup6U-
s0u0IA9VHS5h3nEkHzECdHuMt8VQdkYLNxV6RH50nYe_dn88txoaAPVz-
WbIRslvpI29qKMKnA_g%3D%3D 
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a catalyst in enjoying various other human rights which, without the access to 

internet, cannot be enjoyed, such as right to equality, right to freedom of speech 

and expression and above all right to life and to live with liberty.  

 

THE GROWTH OF RIGHT TO INTERNET IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL GROUNDS 

 

The Internet Rights & Principles Dynamic Coalition is an international 

community of individuals and organizations working together to emphasize 

human rights in the online media and across variety of internet policy-making 

domains. It is based at the UN Internet Governance Forum, an open “multi-

stakeholder” forum for government, business, and civil society groups to come 

together to discuss points of concern that attract the interest of all these above 

mentioned parties that fall under the internet governance. 

 

Since 2008, this coalition has been active in promoting principles formed by 

IRP coalition for the betterment of internet governance. It has world-wide 

participation from across all over the country comprising of international 

NGOs, researchers, businesses, lawyers, internet service providers and 

governmental representatives.  

 

Their work consists to comprise existing human rights under the purview of 

internet environment to build awareness and a shared platform to find solutions 

to all those conflicts that occur between the human rights and the functioning 

of the internet. 

 

The main work of the Internet Rights and Principles Coalition (IRP Coalition) 

to date has been to translate existing human rights to the internet environment 

to build awareness, understanding and a shared platform for mobilisation 

around rights and principles for the internet. 

 

The charter prepared by the IPRC is the most comprehensive data of rules and 

regulations that very well fit into contemporary internet world. It realizes that 
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the internet offers wide range of opportunities and it forms a key role in any 

individual’s life.  

 

The rights and principle that are formed are as follows: 

 

1. Universality AND Equality- All humans must be provided with access to the 

internet. 

2. Right and Social Justice – Respecting the rights of every human who access the 

internet service. 

3. Accessibility – Everyone must be provided with secure and open internet. 

4. Expression and Association- Right to speak and receive information without 

censorship and interference. 

5. Privacy and Data Protection -Freedom of government surveillance and control 

over their personal data. 

6. Life, Liberty and Security – These rights cannot be curtailed in the internet 

environment. 

7. Diversity- Different and various expression of opinions are respected. 

8. Network Equality – No kind of discrimination must be there whether it be 

political or commercial. 

9. Standards and Regulations – The internet architecture must be secure and open 

to all for his better accessibility. 

10. Governance- Legal principles and Regulations must be formed for protection 

of human rights for all his accesses. 

 

These principles will have binding effect on the state as these principles are 

mostly practiced as it is based on existing human rights. There is a growing 

recognition by the private sector as it is authoritatively outlined in the UN 

“Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework. 

 

The United Nations declared that it considers the internet to be a human right. 

Herein, special reference was mentioned to Article 19 of the Universal 
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Declaration Of Human Rights4 which states that “ Everyone has the right to 

freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinion 

and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without 

interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any 

media ad regardless of frontiers.” 

 

Article 275 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights further provides that: 

“Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the 

community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its 

benefits.” This hints directly towards the progression of internet as a 

technological and scientific advancement required to freely participate and to 

fully give back to the society. The benefits arising from the use of internet can 

also been interpreted as a benefit from a scientific advancement by various 

municipal as well as international courts. 

 

Section 326 adds “The Promotion, protection and enjoyment of human rights 

on the Internet” also suggested 15 other recommendations to provide rights to 

those who work in and rely on internet access. It is considered as a “soft law” 

in several countries including India because it covered the provisions which 

opposed the ‘shut down’ of the internet during political turmoil. These “Soft 

Laws” form a concrete part of the 4th wave of human rights. 

 

Internet Access is a basic human right,and various international organization  

have reflected such principles and suggestion in their provisions such as Agenda 

2030 of the UNHRC, “The 2030 Agenda provides to ‘leave no one behind’ and 

builds on the principles of universality, equality and human rights for all. 

Reliable mobile and Internet connectivity is critical to ensuring that refugees are 

able to access the economic and social benefits brought by the digital revolution, 

and to building broader connections between refugees and the communities and 

societies hosting them, as well as in their own countries.” 

																																																								
4  UN General Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948, 217 A (III), available at: 
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b3712c.html [accessed 18 April 2020]. 
5  Id. 
6 Id at  
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Further, UNESCO, as enshrined in its Constitution, promotes the “free flow of 

ideas by word and image”, and is accordingly committed to enabling a free, open 

and accessible Internet space as part of promoting comprehensive freedom of 

expression online and offline. As mandated by the Organization’s 37th General 

Conference Resolution 52, UNESCO is also studying the Internet in its key 

competence areas of access to information and knowledge, freedom of 

expression, privacy, and ethical dimensions of the information society, and 

contains possible options for future actions.” 

 

Hence, it is evident that the right to internet has already grown and established 

itself in the international grounds and is already being viewed as an essential 

human right key to the development and security of a person. 

 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF RIGHT TO INTERNET BY VARIOUS 

NATIONS 

 

The recognition of this right to access internet or moreover the right to connect 

as it is so called, despite being a “soft law” has made its existence apparent and 

evident as is clear from its growth in the international realm. Its recognition and 

adoption in the municipal laws of the countries, however, has been progressing 

slowly and in phases. While some countries adopted the right to internet 

naturally, recognising the needs of the time and its natural effects and influence 

on the human rights, others have been forced to recognise it through agitation 

and protest leading to litigation and judicial pronouncements. Few states have 

also recognised the right to internet or the right to broadband as a result of an 

International treaty or convention binding the nation state to comply with the 

same.  

 

In the industrial era, it is truly a sign of a developed nation if one recognises the 

rights of the 4th wave which are developmental in nature,  not through any 

protest, agitation or litigation but naturally by recognising the needs of the 

changing times and its impact on the rights and duties of humans. For example, 

Estonia, 20 years ago, declared access to internet as a basic human right which 
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is essential in the modern world. The state held that the right to internet in the 

modern world in essential in nature7. Similarly, 10 years ago in Finland, the state 

guaranteed a broadband connection to all the people in the state, conferring and 

recognising the right to internet as a basic human right.  

However, not all states recognise the right to internet naturally or through 

treaties or conventions. Some states have also recognised this right through a 

fight against the illegal internet shutdowns by the state. An internet shutdown 

can be defined as an “intentional disruption of internet or electronic 

communications, rendering them inaccessible or effectively unusable, for a 

specific population or within a location, often to exert control over the flow of 

information.”8  

 

This fight against the state is not only against its arbitrary actions but also against 

it disregard of the human rights which is clearly shown in its actions such as 

regulation, censoring and restricting the access to internet according to the 

political needs of the state. The agitation and protest against this state action 

turns into petition and litigation which finally turns into judicial interpretation 

recognising the right to internet and its access as a basic and essential human 

right. For example, Cases are now pending in the Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS) Community 

Court, where multiple petitions  have been launched regarding the shutdown.  

 

In a case in Zimbabwe, In its decision, the court ruled that the Minister of State 

in the President’s Office Responsible for National Security “does not have the 

authority to issue any directives in terms of the Interception of Communications 

Act,”9 declaring the internet shutdown order illegal and without any effect. In 

Sudan, the court proved that even during a turbulent and difficult time, 

reliance on the rule of law and persistence in the courts can be effective by 

declaring the internet shutdown by the state as illegal and thereby restoring 

																																																								
7 Colin Woodard, Estonia, where being wired is a human right, THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR ( April 
15, 2020, 16:40 PM) https://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0701/p07s01-woeu.html 
8 Berhan Taye & Sage Cheng, The state of internet shutdowns, ACCESS NOW ( April 16, 2020, 18:35 PM) 
https://www.accessnow.org/the-state-of-internet-shutdowns-in-2018/ 
9 ZLHR and MISA Zimbabwe vs. Minister of State for National Security and Others HC 265/19 
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the access of internet to its people.Similarly in Costa RicaitsSupreme Court 

stated: "Without fear of equivocation, it can be said that these technologies 

[information technology and communication] have impacted the way humans 

communicate, facilitating the connection between people and institutions 

worldwide and eliminating barriers of space and time. At this time, access to 

these technologies becomes a basic tool to facilitate the exercise of fundamental 

rights and democratic participation (e-democracy) and citizen control, 

education, freedom of thought and expression, access to information and public 

services online, the right to communicate with government electronically and 

administrative transparency, among others. This includes the fundamental right 

of access to these technologies, in particular, the right of access to the Internet 

or World Wide Web.”10 Thus revalidating the essentiality of the right to internet 

as a basic human right. 

 

The penetration of the right to internet from the international realm into 

the municipal laws of the nation states has been deep. The penetration has 

been so deep and effectual that in today’s world, right to internet form part 

of the basic laws of the land that is the country’s constitution. In France, 

June 2009, the constitutional council, which is also the highest court of 

France, declared the access to the internet to be a basic human right. The 

decision struck down the law which gave the state the power to cut off 

internet access of its people. Similarly, in Greece, Article 5A of its 

constitution states that all persons have a right to participate in the Information 

Society and that the state has an obligation to facilitate the production, 

exchange, diffusion, and access to electronically transmitted information. It is 

indeed very important for the right to internet to be adopted by the nation states 

into its municipal laws, the reason being, these national laws by the virtue of 

sanction of the sovereign legislature are more complex and developed in nature.  

 

 

 

																																																								
10"Judgement 12790 of the Supreme Court" Archived 17 December 2015 at the Wayback Machine, File 09-013141-
0007-CO, 30 July 2010 
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RECOGNITION OF RIGHT TO INTERNET IN INDIA 

 

In the four decades since its inception, the internet has driven dramatic change. 

It enabled flows of information, including news, academic and financial 

material. It also helps in maintaining interpersonal relations by people 

throughout the country.  

 

In India Internet is the most important component which is the key essential in 

any individual’s life. It has major impact on communication or explorations, 

connecting with people, heavy reliance on aiding educational and financial aids. 

Even Internet has a key role in creating awareness and educating about 

government schemes and policies. It is also involved into education, military, 

fashion, communication, medical etc. It has become one of the most important 

aspect in one’s life and any kind of interruption creates serious damage not only 

to individual but also to the society at large. 

 

If we talk about its origin, it was introduced in India in the year 1995 by VSNL. 

Soon its monopoly faded in this Information Technology sector and Internet 

Service Provider policy was introduced in 1998. ‘Sify became the first ISP of 

India. Later in 2002, Internet service providers were privatized. The first Action 

Plan of the National Task Force on Information Technology and Software 

Development(created in 1998) created internet access nodes in all 200 district 

headquarters in 200011. 

 

Within its few years of introduction its services were used in writing online 

journals, giving all together a new era of online news and communication of 

new ideas. The internet has also helped the governments to widen their schemes 

and services to citizens and improvement in transparency as now it has made 

accessible to general public about the same. According to a report India has 

base of 627 million12 users all across India, making it third largest user base all 

																																																								
11 TRAI Annual Report 2005–2006, http://www.trai.gov. in/traiannualreport.asp 
12 Anubhav Singh, Internet users in India to reach 627 million in 2019: Report, ECONOMIC TIMES ( April 17, 2020, 
15:55 PM) https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/internet/internet-users-in-india-to-reach-627-million-in-
2019-report/articleshow/68288868.cms?from=mdr 
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over the world. Access is gradually increasing from urban to rural areas as well. 

As more than 70 per cent of the population lives in rural areas and due to urban 

rural diversion majority of Indians are not able to access the internet.  

 

India is a stable democracy with the most comprehensive Constitution and 

adapting to new changes guarantees in its provisions for freedom of speech and 

expression but also impose restrictions in the interest of sovereignty and 

integrity of India, morality, state security and foreign relations. But recent 

incidents wherein central government abruptly disables access to the internet in 

certain areas has caused severe violation of fundamental rights that is enshrined 

19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India. Freedom of press has been curtailed in 

various ways without any just and reasonable cause. 

 

Considering the importance of the availability of the internet as basic essential 

to lead human life still the citizens of the country have witnessed various 

incidents of internet shutdowns. In the recent incident where the union 

government decided to abrogate Article 37013 in Jammu and Kashmir has led to 

violent protest in parts of Jammu and Kashmir and also Citizenship 

(Ammendment) Act has also led to violent protest in various parts of the 

country. In dealing with this situation administration disabled the Internet 

Services to prevent spreading of rumors. 

 

This step led to complete exclusion of citizens from the rest part of the country. 

The Union Government has directly targeted the channel through which flow 

of information and access to reading material. It also makes impossible to 

various human rights organization and NGOs to look for any possible violation 

of human rights done by administration to deal with the protest. Not only it 

affects at intellectual scope but also affects at economic level.  Various 

enterprises, business transactions which are realized on the availability of 

Internet, ultimately harms the economy of the country at large. A significant 

section of people are employed in various e-commerce such as Uber, Ola , 

																																																								
13  INDIAN CONST. art. 370 
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Amazon which is dependent on the availability comes to the halt and thus 

various employees are coerced to become unemployed. In today’s scenario 

internet has impacted so much that its non-availability creates a havoc at 

intellectual as well as economic level. 

 

Article 19(1)(a) of Indian Constitution provides that all the citizens have the 

right to freedom and expression. Freedom of Speech and expression includes 

the right to express freely by words, writing, printing pictures or any other mode. 

It thus includes freedom of communication and publish opinion. This 

fundamental right is declared as one of the most basic elements of a healthy 

democracy. It provides citizens to participate in the social and political process 

of the country. 

 

He fundamental right to freedom of speech and expression is regarded as one 

of the most basic elements of a healthy democracy for it allows its citizens to 

participate fully and effectively in the social and political process of the country. 

In fact, the freedom of speech and expression gives greater scope and meaning 

to the citizenship of a person extending the concept from the level of basic 

existence to giving the person a political and social life. 

 

In the landmark judgement where a single judge bench of the Kerala ruled that 

the access to internet as an essential fundamental right that cannot be abrogated 

by the government without any just cause. Here, it was considered that mobile 

and internet is an essential and basic right which aids them in their studies and 

also technology provides numerous advantage that cannot be denied to adults 

to live a life with dignity and freedom indicating Article 2114 

 

The Honourable Supreme Court has recently declared the access to internet as 

a fundamental right. No citizen can be deprived of access to internet without 

any just and reasonable justification. This ruling came in regards with Internet 

																																																								
14 INDIAN CONST. art. 21. 
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blockade in Jammu and Kashmir since August 5 – after the revocation of Article 

370 in the Union Territory15. 

 

Indian constitution provides the right to freedom of speech and expression a 

fundamental right for all citizens. It has been listed in Article 19 (1)(a) of the 

Constitution. The Honourable Court has broadened the scope of the right to 

freedom of speech and expression.  

 

The recent judgement makes the constitutional provision keep the constitution 

flexibility to accommodate with innovation of technology. In today’s scenario 

internet is considered as the biggest source of information to millions of Indian 

citizens across the wold. Also this right has been limited to the citizens only but 

non- citizens can claim its benefits. 

This Judgement is also in consonance with the United Nations’ Declaration. 

Article 19 of United Nations Declaration of Human Rights talks about the 

access and promotion to the use of internet considering the freedom of opinion 

and expression as a basic human right. Still it is considered as a ‘soft law’. After 

this judgement a ‘state’ cannot disable internet connection without any just 

cause that are enshrined under Article 19(2). 

 

CONCLUSION  

 

With the acceptance of the dynamic nature of human rights, it is evident that a 

new, fourth wave of human rights is now here wherein the rights are 

developmental in nature. After the demand for various rights that were socio, 

cultural and political in nature, according to the time and behaviour of the 

society, it is now time to raise demand for the rights that aid not only in the 

development of oneself and one’s personality but also acts as a catalyst to realise 

and exercise other human rights available to them.  

 

																																																								
15  Prabhash K Datta, Supreme Court makes it official: Article 19 explained, INDIA TODAY ( April 14, 2020 17:30 PM)  
https://www.indiatoday.in/news-analysis/story/internet-access-fundamental-right-supreme-court-makes-official-article-19-explained-1635662-
2020-01-10 
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In the 21st century, increased interaction of humans with the new scientific 

technology and the reliance on them gives rise to a new set of rights and 

obligations. These rights and duties are what forms the part of the newest, 4th 

wave of human rights, the soft laws,  and it is essential to determine the rights 

and duties of these soft laws for all those who are in or shall be in a position to 

exercise it so as to ensure fair practices and so that the rights and duties are 

compatible with each other and the exercise of one does not infringe or restrict 

the application of other. 

 

Highlighting the importance of internet in the contemporary world is not all at 

necessary.  Internet is a big part and parcel of today’s world. Internet has evolved 

and accepted so much so that today it has become the primary and foremost 

medium of connecting with the world. Firstly, it is being realised that restricting 

someone from expressing themselves on the internet means stopping them 

from being heard and is being viewed as a clear gross violation of the right of 

speech and expression. Secondly, the position of internet in today’s world can 

be understood by calling it a virtual reality.  

 

Though the elements of the internet are not tangible nonetheless, all its aspects 

such as connecting and meeting with new people, carrying on relationships as 

well as businesses as well as a source of information about the outside world are 

just as lucid as reality. Hence, due to the internet becoming just an essential part 

of todays “normal life” the right to internet also carries with it the weight of 

granting and maintaining the right to life of a person. Lastly, internet as a 

medium treats everyone equally providing the same sets of rights and duties and 

thus acts like a great equaliser among the masses.  

 

On the internet everyone is equal and has a right to voice their opinions. Social 

and economic constraints that are applicable in the real life disappear in this 

virtual reality and everyone is viewed as an equal. However, lack of access to 

internet does bring bout inequality when the people without access to internet 

find themselves in a disadvantageous position in the society. Hence, for assuring 
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the right to equality, expression as well as the right to life of an individual, his 

uninterrupted access to the internet is a must in today’s world.   

 

With the growth and adoption of the right to internet in the international law 

realm as a human right by various international institutions and organisations 

such as The  United Nations Human Rights Commission as well as The United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, it is now high time 

that this growth be recognised by the nation states in their respective municipal 

laws. It is now time for the right to internet to penetrate deep into the national 

laws of  country and make its place within the countries constitution, for 

example in Greece, Article 5A of its constitution provides for the right to 

internet as an essential human right. By the virtue of the law being a “soft law” 

without any sanction, it is but necessary for the sovereign Legislatures of a 

country to legislate with proper caution keeping in mind the economic and 

social position of its society and the financial capabilities of its government and 

thus legislate a law appropriate to its conditions. It is only through proper 

sovereign legislation can these “soft laws” be developed further and grown into 

“hard laws”, one that has the sanction of the sovereign and the binding on the 

people for whose benefit it has been so legislated.      

 

SUGGESTIONS 

 

For a better future where internet is synonyms with equality, our suggestions are 

as follows: 

 

1. Every country needs to realise and recognize the international conventions 

encouraging access to internet as a basic human right. Its access must be kept 

in consonance with the freedom of speech and expression which most of the 

countries guarantees to its fellow citizens. Its high time that we see access to 

internet as a ‘hard law’ backed with sanctions rather than just a mere 

recommendation or suggestions to the nations. 
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2. The use of internet has made a key place in any individual’s life and its services 

canot be avoided. Use of internet in various studies, sustaining livelihoods such 

as employees of various network-based business. It impacts any individual in 

such a way that it becomes the duty of the state to guarantee such a right. 

 

In India, The Constitution of India provides Article 21: Right to Life, which is 

a fundamental right which includes right to livelihood and thus makes it as an 

inherent part until unless it is procedure established by law. Thus, access to 

internet must be recognized under Article 21. 

 

3. Arbitrary and unreasonable Internet shutdowns by the government in Jammu 

and Kashmir and Kerala in wake of protest is a clear and major violation of 

Fundamental Rights. There is a need of guidelines that keeps check on the 

powers of government when they invoke Section 144 of Cr.P.C. Such guidelines 

will ensure that the decisions of the government taken under section 144 of 

Cr.P.C are indeed constitutional and valid and not arbitrary and void. In the 

wake of the protest as a safeguard against unlawful assembly. This abuse of 

power must be restrained in order to prevent violation of Article 19. 

 

4. Various Principles and Conventions formed at International Organization such 

as United Nation, United Nations Educational, Scientific, Cultural 

Organization, Universal Declaration Human Rights, etc must be collaborated 

under state laws for proper transition of such principles into law. Not only this 

but the various resolutions agreed upon by countries as well as the treaties 

amongst these countries should also be respected and adhered to. 

 

5. Internet services must not be provided not only at cheaper rates so that it is 

affordable to every citizen but also enabling consistent and effective use of 

internet so as to provide enough work space for academicians, students, 

businessman etc. and thus play a significant part in any nation’s progress. 

  


