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JUSTICE LOSES ITS CHARACTER IF IT 

BECOMES REVENGE 

(WITH REFERENCE TO COMMENTS OF S.A. BOBDE 

ON HYDERABAD ENCOUNTER) 
-POOJA MOOSAPET1 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Justice is a principle which is at the core of many basic legal and ethical theory debates. People 

often argue that symbolic expression of justice gives fairness to the one who acts justly and the 

wrong doer is punished for the crime. Justice and fairness require us to undertake the policies 

necessary to guarantee real and substantial participation for every citizen. I analyze the 

underlying logic of arguments based on the notion that justice loses its character if it becomes 

revenge that is the product of justice and fairness among people who hold conflicting conceptions 

of the good. Revenge is used as a weapon to hurt someone to gain equality, but justice is used 

as a means of shield to protect yourself and others.  In doing so I consider the statement of 

Samuel Jhonson which states that the crimes should avenged. It examines through the 

Hyderabad encounter where the justice has been revenged as in the statement given by the CJI 

S.A. Bobde.  The article gives the common yet crucial differences between justice and revenge. 

Article is destined to fail because a theory of justice adequate to the challenges of modern society 

cannot be constructed in an abstract, thought-experiment way. Justice and fairness require us 

to undertake the policies necessary to guarantee real and substantial participation for every 

citizen.  
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What is justice? Individuals throughout society have their own distinctive 

explanation and meanings of justice. It is often defined as “the notion of fairness 

given to the people and therefore the supreme of moral or ethical equity that 

may be achieved”2. Justice is at every center of debate, involving our criminal 

justice system. What justice means to me is being punished for a crime that has 

been committed observing that the offender pays for what they have done 

which usually entails some type prison sentence or sometimes may be even the 

death penalty and is so called punishment.  

 

Still for many people, justice has the same broader meaning. But is it justice 

when one person kills another because that person previously hurt his or her 

child or someone else, or what about others who killed someone in self-defense? 

Is any justice earning “an eye for an eye”? These questions often make society 

to think of various forms of justice. 

 

Although I believe that punishment should fit the crime and I agree with the 

saying “eye for an eye”. This vision is not justice to me as two wrongs do not 

have a right. It can be rather believed that a person should be punished to the 

fullest extent for a crime. There must be a mechanism to watch the disposal of 

those cases in order that India stands as a proud country governed by the rule 

of law which has to be restored at the earliest.  

 

In the wake of the rape and murder of a doctor (veterinarian) and the 

subsequent killing of the accused who were in total of four. They indulged in 

smothered and burnt. They were all allegedly encountered in Hyderabad, 

Telangana. This incident led to outrage and sparked the news which raised 

concerns in others. It noted that girls are now a days facing miseries and 

continual pain.  Hence, there is a need for the changes and perceptions about 

the judiciary. Also the criminal justice system in our country must alter its 

attitude towards lack of care taken in dealing with the cases and time taken to 

																																																								
2 Santa University, Justice and Fairness-Scu.edu, (last visited Apr 24, 2020 3:31 pm). 
 <https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/ethical-decision-making/justice-and-fairness/> 
 
 



      Corpus Juris                                                                                                 ISSN: 2582-2918  
      The Law Journal   website: www.corpusjuris.co.in	
	

 CORPUS JURIS|3 

dispose of each case. As said by the chief justice of India, S.A.Bobde that 

“justice loses its character of justice if it becomes revenge”.  

 

Thus, there is a need to invoke the judiciary to establish self-correcting 

measures. According to Samuel Jhonson that “revenge is an act of passion; 

vengeance of justice. Injuries are revenged; crimes are avenged”3. Revenge is 

what I seek. The revenge not only for oneself but also for the people who are 

convicted of any crime. The crimes like that of Hyderabad encounter which 

came to be known as Disha case deserves to be avenged. Samuel Johnson knows 

what it means to seek revenge. I too know that passion and justice that comes 

with revenge. That kind of crimes must be avenged. Justice is a part of revenge; 

revenge is also a part of justice. Here ‘justice’ means “correct, fair, equality” 

which has its origin from Latin. These are the qualities of justice which are to 

be protected without any counter or against actions of the people in the society 

which then creates the feeling of loyalty towards the country.  

 

What will happen to individuals who have gone through unfair behavior and 

circumstances that led to the quest for one of the two, justice or revenge? There 

are some common yet significant differences between justice and revenge. 

Revenge is mainly emotional and justice is mainly rational. Revenge represents 

anger, malice, and hatred and is usually personal. Whereas justice is not personal 

as it seeks fairness and treating everyone justly based upon their lawful and 

unlawful acts performed by the people in a society. Normally, Revenge is used 

as a weapon to hurt someone to gain equality, but justice is used as a means of 

shield to protect yourself and others. Whenever a person is treated wrong or 

unlawful, he will then seek justice or revenge. Many people even now think that 

they have the same meaning for both, but they have two distinct meanings. It 

lies in their goal; justice mainly aims to rectify mistakes, and revenge is only to 

achieve balance. It is not always necessary that could be no mistake or infliction 

of injury. Thus, justice is fair treatment and is always associated with morality, 

																																																								
3 Revenge is an act of passion; vengeance of justice. Injuries are revenged; crimes are avenged. – Samuel Johnson, (last 
visited Apr 24, 2020 2:30 pm). 
<http://www.alisondiem.com/2011/06/08/revenge-is-an-act-of-passion-vengeance-of-justice-injuries-are-
revenged-crimes-are-avenged-samuel-johnson/> 
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fairness and moral integrity. Again the question raises that whether revenge is 

an effective punishment or not? Revenge is a normal behavior to punish 

offenders but on one hand, part of judicial system is designed to satisfy the 

victims of crime, there is a sense that the victim needs to correct their mistakes.  

 

On the other hand, the death penalty is revenge, not justice. It is the way that 

the government lawfully kills criminals. In our society there is already a strict 

law available for prohibiting murder, so why the government escape it and call 

it legitimate. I say this is the best way to stop future crimes. 

 

Still many people think that revenge will save them from all means, but it only 

hurts them in the end because of bad choices they adopt. “An Eye for an Eye 

Will one day Make this Whole World Blind” The nature of revenge is like it 

itself keeps us far away from seeing ourselves being hurt in the process through 

which we are going through various tough situations. “Not forgiving is like 

drinking rat poison and then waiting for that rat to die.”  

 

Revenge gives control while justice seeks to keep control. In self- control we 

overlook our urges and look for the best option instead of the first option or 

prior option. Justice takes self-control that we are able to look at over our urges, 

revenge is an urge. If we once start to act on our urges all the time without using 

common sense then we are belittling ourselves to animals. As humans we have 

been given the ability to rationalize our actions before we perform them but 

revengeful acts are not rationalized because if they were, then humans would 

see the effects which they normally have on themselves and others. On the other 

way revenge threatens to control because there is no fairness.  

 

In conclusion there is nothing fair taken out of revenge rather it affects us all 

aspects of life. It brings us down and we lose control over ourselves. Seeking 

justice is a behavior that is learned but revenge is an urge brought on by human 

nature that encapsulates our whole self. Revenge keeps us far from having 

feeling of forgiveness and never helps us to build or repair relationships. But 

justice gives us a constructing block to repair differentiated relationships and 
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sometimes gives link of closeness to families or people that have been affected. 

Justice humanizes and gives respect to each and every person seeking it, but 

revenge dehumanizes and causes us to be like a robot that responds to any 

stimuli.  

 

“The best is to do injustice without paying penalty: the worst can be suffering 

because of it, in the absence of having the ability to take revenge. And justice is 

a mean between these two extremes. People generally value it because they are 

too weak to do injustice with certain exemptions from punishment but never 

value it because it is good. Most of the people say that they want justice but they 

actually don’t want justice instead they want to see the discomforts or sufferings 

spread around equally. All the trials that are taking place are not about taking 

revenge because every trial speaks about making you feel better and getting 

lawful justice that repeats that justice is a conscience of whole humanity”. Hence 

justice should not go against human conscience because Justice is a criterion by 

which good laws of a society are evaluated and further it can be contended that 

it is a conception which provides a standard whereby a man, a rule, an act or a 

society is judged as just or unjust.  

	


