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ABSTRACT 

 

The theory of Crime and Deviance was first propounded by a very well know sociologist Emile 

Durkheim. He was considered as the father of Sociology who gave effect of punishment on the 

society and its repercussion on society’s ills. Nowadays, it is not possible to consider the idea of 

having a Utopian society where every individual in the society have perfect state of mind and 

they are completely self-sufficient. Crime in the society is inevitable and it is considered as an 

essential function performed by an individual. It is similar to that of the concept given by John 

Milton’s Paradise Lost and also in reference to concept of conflict given by Karl Marx.  

 

After the economic reforms in the year of 1990’s there were a lot many changes that has 

happened and now it has come into the race of global players in respect of development 

throughout the world. She has a booming economy and also social stability. But despite being 

coming into the list of global player there exit a dark side of this nation. The country is facing 

practices such as suicide, community tension, day to day increase in crime rates, foeticide, 

corporate fraud and India does have sufficient mechanisms to tackle such kind of problems. The 

roots of these kind of problem lies in a common source named as Anomie. India is a diverse 

nation having heterogeneous population who have different language, culture, religion, caste and 

ethnicity so it would be difficult to find out any homogenous effect or outcome but one can 

easily find variable factors. 

 

The author in this research paper will first of all discuss about the theoretical aspect with regards 

to anomie theory by taking into consideration the processes and mechanism of economic 

liberalisation. Then it will focus on analyse the implementation of this theory in the problem 

evolving in India followed by the conclusion part. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

EVOLUTION OF ANOMIE THEORY 

 

As per Emile Durkheim, the theory of Anomie has its roots in industrial revolution. The Crime 

and Deviance has also increased with an increase in industrial revolution. As the industrial 

revolution evolves, the United States faced an increase in number of immigration of people in 

the country. With an increase in the number of immigration the concept of individualism 

evolved in society where people focused on personal gain rather that considering the need of 

others and diversity among individuals has also evolved. Due to the coming of so many 

immigrants, they bring their own norms and did not comply with the present norms existed in 

the society at that particular time. This kind of disparity in the society created an imbalance in the 

present and new norms which had been named as ‘anomie’. 

 

Anomie means normlessness, lack of societal norms that spurs the tendency to act in a deviant 

manner.1 In simpler manner, the theory given by Durkheim can be summarised as because of the 

industrialisation in the American society, there comes immigration as a very faster rate which 

brings their own set of norms and created imbalance between the modern society and the society 

existed prior to industrialisation. Therefore, tendency of the individuals to commit crime also 

increased while in search of a stable environment. The theory of Durkheim not just talks about 

social origins of crime but it also discussed about the punishments and laws for the same. 

 

For discussing Durkheim’s Theory of Anomie, it is necessary to discuss understand about the 

theory of origin of law and punishment. In this regards he said that “the law as a concrete and 

objective indicator of morality… the law is restitution rather than simply repressive.”2 In this 

reference it can be said that law has borne out of the collective will and conscience of the society. 

The element of crime directly affect the conscience of the society because of which punishment 

for the offences was lesser rather focused on restoring the core value of the society.  
																																																													
1 Stephanie Thiel, Global Anomie and India: A conceptual Approach, Indian Journal of Asian Affairs, Vol. 24, No. 
½ (June-December 2001), pp. 17-34. 
2 Smith (2008) Durkheim and Criminology: Reconstructing the Legacy. Australian & New Zealand Journal of 
Criminology (Australian Academic Press), 41(3), 333-344. doi:10.1375/acri.41.3.333. 
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Coming on to the discussion of origin of crime, it all started from the time when concept 

industrialisation came into force as discussed earlier. After this, there was a complete transit from 

an industrialised society to modern society which also brings division of labor. This division of 

labor was considered as the basis of crime and deviance in the society. As the population in the 

society increased, there was a hike in the needs and demands of people which ultimately led to 

deviance among them.  

 

There was a survey undertaken by Durkheim in this regards and as a result of which he found 

out that those individuals who are living single or protestant had higher chances of committing 

suicide than Jews and Catholics specifically. In a simpler manner it can be very well concluded 

that those individuals, who had lost the collective conscience of the society, have higher 

tendency of committing suicide than others in the society.3 The chances of committing suicide of 

an individual who is bounds by the societal norms were rare and least fatalistic and also 

uncommon among individuals. In conclusion to this survey undertaken by him he said that 

prevention and generation of crime or deviance can be constituted to social cohesion, solidarity 

among groups and norms which are held by collective groups in the society.  

 

In this modern era society comprises of various social institutions which are considered as the 

base of society.4 The primary focus of such institutions is to take care of basic needs of the 

society, mobilisation and distribution of resources among individuals so that collective goal can 

be achieved and also social ruling norms to safeguard the compliance of its members. Then what 

has led to growth of anomie in such kind of system? It was said that such kind of situation arises 

only when there is a burden or dominance of economy over these social institutions. The effect 

of such overcome results into lack of control by these social institutions, which had anomie 

oriented goals, the rate of crime will increase in the society. 

 

																																																													
3 id. 
4 Messner, Steven F. and Richard Rosenfeld (1997). Crime and the American Dream. 2nd ed. Belmont, CA; 
Wadsworth Publishing, p. 65 
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With an increase in levels of inequality in the society caused by global competitions, community 

privatisation of assets, we are facing a growing influence of economic values, achieving of status 

symbol and creation of practices for achieving these goals through shortcuts.5  

 

Robert Merton, in the year 1938, has carried out his own research in order to find out the 

explanation to all types of deviance rather focusing on suicide particularly, as done by Durkheim. 

Majorly Merton focused on only two elements present in the society i.e. (i) faiths and belief that 

were present holding the society together and (ii) desired ways accepted by the social institutions 

for achieving ends.  

EVOLUTION OF ANOMIE IN INDIA 

 

India being a diverse country is a host of many societal problem. Social problems which were 

prevailing since the beginning has started worsening and new ones are coming in existence. With 

an anomie perspective, these problem does not have similarity yet there are in existence in India 

together. Different sectors have different problems like economic sectors are facing increase in 

level of corruption, corporate sectors are facing corporate frauds in the form of scams and in 

societal sectors there exist a lot of tensions and violence. According to some data it was said that 

the rate of suicide is more in young generations or farmers.6 The acts like dowry, murder, rape, 

bride-burning, female foeticide etc. are rising day by day.  

 

With the evolution of industrialisation in India, the entrepreneurs throughout world got the 

opportunity in invest in such an economy like India. These opportunities was taken the form of 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). The competition in the market was also increasing with an 

increase in the rate of investment and no of competitors. These new opportunity have created so 

much of incentives for the people but at the same time it has created elements supporting 

anomie. The effect on individuals residing in such society were also affected, they were indulging 

unwanted practices like fraud, bribery, corruption, etc. for attaining material wealth in society. In 

corporate world, due to rise in competition, the no of competitors was also increased and these 

																																																													
5 Stephanie Thiel, Global Anomie and India: A conceptual Approach, Indian Journal of Asian Affairs, Vol. 24, No. 
½ (June-December 2001), pp. 17-34. 
6 Gururaj, G., M.K. Isaac, D.K. Subbakrishna & R. Ranjani factors for completed suicides : a case-control study 
from India. Injury Control and Safety Promotion. 
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competitors were indulging into anti-competitive practices in order to avoid any loss. This also 

led to the rise in rates of corruptions in such a way that non-competitors were benefitted instead 

of competitors through contracts. 

 

Even the political sector also faced anomie where corrupt practices are prevailing nowadays. So 

many politician in India either facing punishment or alleged to have committed some crime. 

Very recent example of such crime are 2G scam and mining scam. There was an increased in the 

rate of suicide among individual twofold. Most of the individuals who has committed suicide 

were farmers, who were suffering from higher rate of cultivation or reduction in production or 

presence of dominant players in the agriculture market. The number of farmers who has 

committed suicide is rising at a very high rate. The role which anomie played in such kind of 

criminal acts was that a person when lost hopes and aspiration does such acts, the reason behind 

such lost hopes was growth of liberalisation.7  

 

The sign of anomie can also be seen in crimes related to women. In India, since many years the 

population of girls are decreasing as compared to boys this gap might of crores in coming years. 

The mind set of people in society is such that not having a girl means no expenses for marriage, 

no dowry and no need to spend money on paraya dhan. The cases of abortion and female 

foeticide can be seen majorly in upper or elite strata of society due to their affordability, they can 

easily spend on ultrasound and other services which a poor cannot afford. This sign of anomie 

can be taken as a “Moral Maze of the Middle Class”.8  

  

																																																													
7 Mohanty, B. B. (2005). 'We are like the Living Dead': Farmer suicides in Maharashtra, Western India. Journal of 
Peasant Studies, Vol. 32(2): 243-276. P. 247. 
8 Stephanie Thiel, Global Anomie and India: A conceptual Approach, Indian Journal of Asian Affairs, Vol. 24, No. 
½ (June-December 2001), pp. 17-34. 
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CASE STUDIES 

HONOUR KILLING 

 

As per the theory of anomie theory given by Durkheim, its application can be seen in acts such 

as Honour killing also. In Honour Killing, there exist a set of certain rules and regulations and 

there is non-conformity of such rules. Any change in the society leads to a period of comatose 

where there is a need to transform in order to adapt to that change. With regard to Honour 

Killing though, the society lives within a system of set rules and regulations. Any measure of 

non-compliance with these set rules leads to a threat to the social institutions since they might 

crumple as a result of the deviance. This leads to an anomie state i.e. a sort of identity crisis 

where the society is in the process of adapting to the said change. During this process, there is an 

increase in the number of crimes. This is only one hypothesis, there is another which considers 

honour killing as a dogmatic norm. It is a tool used by the conservative society in order to 

retaliate to the want of change from the old, outdated traditions and customs. 

 

Anomie is a state of confusion between the clash of culture with an institution. There is no 

clarity between the ends that a society wishes to achieve and the means to achieve the same. In 

such a state of anarchy of institutions and popular want and desire, delinquency is not hard to 

miss.  Anomie is a result of conflict. Such conflict arises when there is a group which has 

different needs than what the culture has to offer. Therefore, it can be said that the interplay of 

social, legal and cultural norms creates a conflict which is technically called anomie. This as a 

consequence leads to disorganization of social structure where more and more people have 

diversified needs. These needs have to be dominant on the social institution. If they are not so, 

that will lead to suppression of wants and the prevalence of norms. However, stubbornness of 

individual or group needs in contrast with the societal structure leads to Anomie. 

 

FARMERS SUICIDE 

 

In the areas nearby Bidar in Karnataka, there was a research carried out with regards to the 

application of this theory of Durkheim. As discussed before in preceding section, it was found 
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out that people of these group are more prone to committing suicide because of fluctuation in 

their income over the years. This fluctuation was because of many reasons such as deprivation of 

funds, raw material, tools use for agriculture etc. Due to such changes there was major 

depression and propensity as laid down by Durkheim. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

So far in India, there seems no silver lining but still despite being on a development road, there is 

a hope that things might change and such problem can be eradicated. The society have 

developed strategies or we can say that rules that will ultimately help in removing anomie from it. 

Evolution of civil society networks made it possible to for an individual access to information 

and transparency in system. All the recent scam has been opened for investigation due to an 

increase in public anger. 

 

Having such kind of system where there is no anomaly and less corrupt practices are happening 

will definitely have positive influence in the society such as reduction in poverty, inequality, etc. 

Moreover, the erosive character of market in the mind of people of country can also be changed 

better way. Having or earning more money would not only lead to spend much on dowry, 

ultrasound or abortion service rather those people who are well off can spend on providing 

education to their children.  

 

The criminal justice system in India is also trying to avoid such crime and deviance from the 

society through their policies followed by their perfect implementation and also administrative 

mechanisms. Taking a view from the work of Karl Marx book on Division on labor, it has 

become important to provide equitable opportunities and means to the people and this a well 

sustained life can be achieved. The problem of discrimination among those who are well off or 

upper class and lower class needs to be addressed seriously and measure have be taken as soon 

as possible. In the words of Durkheim, the criminal justice system is focusing and trying to strive 

means for removing anomie in society caused by the biased environment. 

 

Nowadays, growing in the number of Human Right groups, social activities are only dealing such 

kinds anomie in the society. They only focus to tackle such societal hazards with different angles 

and they are providing with solutions for restricting or stopping anomalies in the society. 

  

 


