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THE RATIONALE BEHIND LIMITING TERM 

OF PRIME MINISTER, PRESIDENT AND MP’S 

TO ONLY TWO TERMS. 
-DEVANSH AGGARWAL 

 
ABSTRACT 

 

The idea of restricting the tenure of Presidents, Prime Minister and Members of Parliament 

was first introduced by the United States of America after Roosevelt continued to be the 

President of the country for several years until his death in the year 1945.“1It was under the 

22nd Amendment in the United States that stated that no person elected president and no 

person to hold the office of the president for more than two years is allowed to be elected more 

than once more. It makes no difference whether the two terms are consecutive or afterward.” 

Following the United States of America, many different countries have restricted the number 

of times a person can become President, Prime Minister or Member of Parliament only for two 

terms consecutive or after taking a gap in between. India also is known as the world’s largest 

democracy attained freedom in the year 1947 and from then the nature of Politics in the country 

has changed its nature. Till date, India has had fourteen Presidents and fifteen Prime 

Ministers. The Constitution of India is the longest written constitutions provide for different 

provisions related to the election of the Presidents, Prime Ministers and Members of 

Parliament. It has in detail described who can qualify for the post of the President, Prime 

Minister or Member of Parliament and detailed procedure to elect them. One unique feature 

of the Indian Constitution is that it does not impose any restriction on the tenure of President, 

Prime Minister or Members of Parliament. A person who has been elected as President, Prime 

Minister or Member of Parliament can get re-elected an infinite number of times provided that 

the party, they represent has the majority and the party selects that person to be the Prime 

Minister or the President. 

  

																																																								
1 https://www.infoplease.com/askeds/presidential-term-limits 
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PRESIDENT 

 

The Indian Constitution in its Article 522 states that “there should be a 

President Of India”. The President of India is the Head Of The State and 

First Citizen of India. The President is also the Commander-in-Chief of 

The Indian Armed Forces.  

 

Conditions Of Presidents Office are specified under Article 59 of the Indian 

Constitution3: 

 

• The President shall not be a member of either House of Parliament or a 

House of the Legislature of any State, and if a member of either House of 

Parliament or a House of the Legislature of any State is elected President, 

he shall be deemed to have vacated his seat in that House on the date on 

which he enters upon his office as President. 

 

• The President shall not hold any other office of profit. 

 

•  The President shall be entitled without payment of rent to the use of his 

official residences and shall be also entitled to such emoluments, allowances 

and privileges as may be determined by Parliament by law and, until 

provision in that behalf is so made, such emoluments, allowances, and 

privileges as are specified in the Second Schedule. 

 

• The emoluments and allowances of the President shall not be diminished 

during his term of office. 

 

The tenure of any Indian President is 5 years. There has only been one exception 

and that is the first president of India Dr. Rajendra Prasad, he is the only 

																																																								
2 Article 52 Constitution Of India 
3 Article 59 Constitution Of India 
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President of India who has served more than one term. There are no restrictions 

on the number of times the president can be re-elected.4 

 

• Conditions for a President to get re-elected are specified under Article 57 

Of the Indian Constitution5: 

• Eligibility for re-election A person who holds, or who has held, office as 

President shall, subject to the other provisions of this Constitution, be 

eligible for re-election to that office. 

 

PRIME MINISTER 

 

According to the Indian Constitution, Prime Minister is the Leader Of The 

Cabinet Of Ministers. As per Article 75 of the Indian Constitution, “there 

will be a Prime Minister of India who shall be appointed by the 

President”6. 

 

The eligibility criteria are specified under Article 84 of the Indian Constitution 

and Article 75 of The Indian Constitution which sets the principle qualification 

for members of Parliaments (Article 84) and ministers in the Union Council of 

Ministers.  

 

The conditions for becoming a Prime Minister is as follows: 

 

• Be a citizen of India. 

 

• Be a member of the Lok Sabha or the Rajya Sabha. If the person chosen as 

the prime minister is neither a member of the Lok Sabha nor the Rajya 

Sabha at the time of selection, they must become a member of either of the 

houses within six months. 

																																																								
4 https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/list-of-all-presidents-of-india-from1947-to-2017-with-tenure-
1500293855-1 
5 Article 57 Constitution Of India 
6 Article 75 Constitution Of India 
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• Be above 25 years of age if they are a member of the Lok Sabha, or, above 

30 years of age if they are a member of the Rajya Sabha. 

 

• Not hold any office of profit under the Government of India or the 

Government of any state or any local or other authority subject to the 

control of any of the said governments. 

 

The Prime Ministers usual tenure is same to that of the President of India that 

is 5 years but the term of a Prime Minister can end before the end of a Lok 

Sabha's term, if a simple majority of its members no longer have confidence in 

him/her, this is called a vote-of-no-confidence. Three prime ministers, I. K. 

Gujral, H. D. Deve Gowda, and Atal Bihari Vajpayee have been voted out 

from office this way. Also, a prime minister can resign from office; Morarji 

Desai was the first prime minister to resign while in office. 

 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

A member of Parliament is a representative of the 2 houses that are present 

within the Parliament which are: 

 

1. LOK SABHA: This house consists of 545 seats and the members are 

elected from all the 29 states and the 7 Union Territories of India and the 

President Of India can appoint 2 Anglo-Indian members as per his wish. 

The tenure of the Lok Sabha is: 

 

• The tenure of the members in this house is 5 years unless the house is 

dissolved sooner.  

• As per Article 352 of the Indian Constitution, the tenure of Lok Sabha 

can be extended by the Parliament beyond 5 years but only in the case 

of Emergencies. But this extended period is not for more than 1 year at 

a time. 

• However, this extension period shall remain in force for not more than 

6 months after the emergency has been revoked. 
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• As per Article 83 of the Constitution drafted by the Constitution 

Drafting Committee, the original tenure of Lok Sabha is 5 years, but the 

Parliament by 42nd Amendment extended the tenure to 6 years, 

however, this tenure was again fixed at its original duration and that is 5 

years. 

 

To become a member of the Lok Sabha, the person must: 

 

• Be a citizen of India. 
 

• Be not less than 25 years of age. 
 

• Be a registered voter in any Parliament constituencies in India. 
 

• Should not hold any office of profit. 

 

2. RAJYA SABHA: This house consist of 245 seats in which 233 are elected 

and 12 are nominated by the President as per Article 80 of the Indian 

Constitution. To become a member of Rajya Sabha, the person must be: 

 

• Be a citizen of India. 
 

• Be not less than 35 years of age. 
 

• Be a registered voter in any State or Union Territory from where he is 

intended to be chosen. 
 

• Should not hold any office of profit. 

 

Rajya Sabha is the permanent house and is not subject to dissolution, and the 

members serve staggered terms one-third of the membership retires every two 

years. Hence the term of each member is 6 years. 

 

If we try to look at the issue Terms Limits for Presidents etc from a different 

angle then let's observe the term limits on some of the countries from which 

Indian Constitution is adopted: 
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Let's take U.S.A for example then we will be able to observe that according to 

the 22nd Amendment Of the Constitution of the United States Of America7 it is 

very clearly stated that the “No person shall be elected to the office of the 

President more than twice.”. now the reasoning behind this very amendment 

goes way back into history and that was when Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected 

to a 4th term during the World War II and as he got elected he was suffering 

from declining physical health and he passed away and hence it is said that the 

reason behind this amendment is to impede the development of pseudo 

monarchy, as a result, the 22nd amendment was adopted.8  

 

Before this amendment, there was no such provision that said that the 

Presidents term is limited up to a certain time phrase. The U.S government 

observed that if they did not introduce a Term Limit then the country could 

walk on a path of pseudo monarchy only because Franklin D. Roosevelt was 

elected for a 4th term. Before the twenty-second amendment, there was no limit 

to the tenure of the presidency. The twenty-second amendment limited the 

tenure of the Presidency by prohibiting re-elections for a third term.   

 

The main reason for restricting the term of Presidency was felt after Franklin D 

Roosevelt served as the President of the United States until his death in his 4th 

term. This made the United States aware of the possible outcomes that could 

lead to monarchy and dictatorship if not prevented. Also, the United States felt 

the need to give other representatives opportunities to represent themselves as 

well as the country. Therefore, by restricting the term of the President they made 

more opportunities for the other leaders to represent themselves. 

 

South Africa, on the other hand, has had the Constitutional Referendum only 

since 1996. Under Section 88 of the South African Constitution, 1996, there is 

a 2 term limit each term of 5 years each.9  

 

																																																								
7 https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxii  
8 https://constitution.laws.com/22nd-amendment 
9 https://www.gov.za/documents/constitution-republic-south-africa-1996-chapter-5-president-and-national-
executive#83 
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Then comes France where according to Article 6 of the Constitution of France, 

the President has a two consecutive 5 years term and no term limit for the Prime 

Ministers.10 

 

In Germany, according to chapter 5 Article 54 of the Constitution of Germany, 

the President has a 2 term limit, each term of 5 years. Chancellor has no term 

limit.11 

 

In Russia however, according to Article 81 of the Constitution of Russia the 

President has a two consecutive 6 year term limit and no term limit for Prime 

Minister.12 

 

Finally, United Kingdom which is a Monarchy, and has Hereditary Succession 

has no term limit for the Prime Minister while Ireland, where the President has 

a two-term limit and each term of 7 years and no limit for the Prime Minister.13 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Now if we look at the Indian Constitution there is no such provision that limits 

the term of the Indian President and there are Presidents that have served for 

more than 2 terms of 5 years, for instance, Rajendra Prasad, he served for 12 

years and 107 days. This was the longest-serving period of any Indian 

President14. Hence we can infer that there is no such limit that is imposed on 

any Indian President. And if the question arises for Indian Prime Ministers then 

we can take a look at Jawaharlal Nehru15, he served for 16 years and 286 days 

and even this is more than 2 term of  5 years. For this very instance, we can also 

look at Indira Gandhi16 because she served as the Prime Minister of India twice 

																																																								
10 https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/France_2008.pdf?lang=en 
11 https://dredf.org/legal-advocacy/international-disability-rights/international-laws/germany-constitution/ 
12 http://www.constitution.ru/en/10003000-05.htm 
13https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/the_president/president_introduction_to_the_pr
esident_of_ireland.html 
14 https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/list-of-all-presidents-of-india-from1947-to-2017-with-tenure-
1500293855-1  
15 https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/list-of-all-prime-ministers-of-india-1473165149-1 
16 https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/list-of-all-prime-ministers-of-india-1473165149-1 
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once from 14th January 1980 to 31st October 1984 and the second term was 

from 24th January 1966 to 24th March 1977 and she served as the Prime Minister 

for a total period of 15 years and  350 days.  

 

As for the Members Of Parliaments, we have Indrajit Gupta, he is the only 

MP who got elected for his 11th term as a Lok Sabha member17. He served as 

the MP for an approx. period of 38 years. Hence we can very clearly infer that 

India has not such called Term Limit for the President, Prime Minister and the 

Members Of Parliament. But the question that arises is that “should there be 

any such Term Limit?” To be honest, in my opinion, there should be a term 

limit for all the three posts mentioned above only on the sole reason that every 

worth candidate should get a fair chance and apart from that every President, 

President or MP can bring in all the changes that they have in vision in 2 terms 

of 5 years each. And if we look at the countries with a term limit such as U.S.A, 

Russia, Germany, France, South Africa, and Ireland, then we would be able 

to identify that these countries are very advance in terms of technology and 

almost in every other aspect as well and the reason behind it is that this term 

limit enables the post holder to give his best and bring in every possible change 

that is for the betterment of the country. 

 

If we analyze the U.S amendment a bit more then we can say that when the 

Terms are limited then the democratic feature of a country is way more 

enhanced and so is the growth of the country. But it is somewhere contradicted 

that some leaders have a vision that is not fulfilled or takes time, I would like to 

say that without any doubt every leader has his/her own vision and plans but a 

time limit of 10 years is more than sufficient to get those plans in action or to 

set a course for the proposed plans. And if such restrictions on terms are 

imposed then the leaders will not only continue the plans that were not finished 

by there predecessors but also improvise them and introduce new plans as well 

and since India falls under the category of developing countries hence such 

approach will help India in various manners. When the constitution was getting 

																																																								
17 http://164.100.47.194/loksabha/members/ArchiveMemberBioprofile.aspx?mpsno=148&lastls=13 
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drafted by the Drafting Committee with all due respect they did not realize that 

India will be one of worlds biggest democracy and one of the most populated 

country as well, hence they didn’t think of putting this particular provision in 

the constitution and that too when the 22nd amendment of the U.S constitution 

was passed on 21st March 1947. 

 

The following changes were observed by the U.S citizens: 18 

 

• Brings new ideas to the table.  

• It encourages people to vote. 

• Stopped political power abuse. 

• Newly elected officials have influence. 

• Limited the potential of corruption. 

 

Now if we look at South Africa it is said that the term limits help semi-

authoritarian countries towards democracy by handicapping incumbents and 

increasing the chances of democratic turnover from one party to another.19  

The following changes were observed by South African citizens:20 

 

• Strengthening Democracy through rotation of leadership. 

• Fighting/Limiting corruption. 

• Unity of opposition parties. 

• Upholding of Rule of Law. 

• Loyalty to the Electorate. 

 

Now let's see when we look at India we don’t look at India as an Asian country, 

we look at it as the worlds 2nd most populated country and one of the biggest 

democracy of the world. When we think about the main issues of Indian 

																																																								
18 https://vittana.org/11-term-limits-for-congress-pros-and-cons 
19 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/04/24/do-term-limits-work-in-africa-the-
answer-might-surprise-you/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.03c2f0d031fc 
20 https://minds-africa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2b.-MINDS-2016-Youth-Dialogue-Discussion-
Paper_Term-Limits_Kevin-Eze.pdf 
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politicians, with all due respect we jump straight at the topic of corruption and 

we bluntly say that the politicians are very corrupt.  

 

But if the Term Limits are restricted then India can also look forward to the 

changes that U.S.A and South Africa experienced. This particular restriction 

might finish the roots of corruption in the Indian Government. It will surely 

encourage the people to vote to be the voters be uneducated because all citizens 

will look for change. And on the other hand, new politicians will emerge and 

have their influence and the opposition party will also be more careful for the 

opportunity to strike at the government in power if something goes haywire and 

hence the democratic feature of India will also enhance and hence it can be also 

implied that the Rule of Law will be upheld and hence the approach of the 

citizens will also be influenced because as of now people in India refer Indian 

politics as dirty and when term limits will be restricted then the Indian politics 

will become more interesting and way cleaner in all aspects and hence it will be 

more competitive. 

  


