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Created to Worship  
Scriptures: Revelation 22:9, John 4:19-24, Matthew 5:16, Matthew 7:11, 
Matthew 6:9, Matthew 6:14, John 4:19-24, Acts 2, Romans 12:1-2.  

The apostle John tells us in the Book of Revelation 
about a series of visions he was given. He saw heaven 
and witnessed the glory of God. He saw Jesus, 
appearing as a sacrificial Lamb, and then as a great 
Conqueror leading armies. He saw Satan’s ultimate 
defeat, and the new heavens and new earth. 

When John was shown this final scene, he fell down to 
worship the angel who had been guiding him. But the 
angel said, 

“Don’t do it! I am a fellow servant with you. 
Worship God!” (Revelation 22:9).   

If we were to summarise the teaching of the Bible in 
just a few sentences, one of them would have to be 
the angel’s instructions to John: Worship God!  

The Bible presents God as the One who is worthy of 
worship, and repeatedly calls us to worship him and 
place him at the centre of everything. 

Knowing this, what sort of Church should we be? 
Today, we are looking at worship. 

Worship place versus worship type 

In John 4:19-24, Jesus talks to a woman from Samaria. 
The woman asks Jesus to settle an argument about 
where people should worship. But Jesus answers her 
with a statement about the type of worship that 
pleases God. 

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a 
prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, 
but you Jews claim that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem. Jesus declared, “Believe me, 
woman, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 

Here we find some wonderful truths about worship. 

First, Jesus says that it is not just a god we are 
worshiping - it’s our heavenly Father.  

‘Father’ was Jesus’ preferred name for God. In the 
Sermon on the Mount he said things such as, “Let your 
light shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 
5:16), and “Your Father knows what you need before 
you ask him” (Matthew 6:8), and “Your Father in 

heaven will give good gifts to those who ask 
him” (Matthew 7:11). He taught us to pray, “Our 
Father in heaven” (Matthew 6:9) and promised, “Your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you” (Matthew 6:14).  

There are many other examples. Here, when speaking 
with this Samaritan woman, Jesus used this same 
‘father’ language when talking about God.  

“A time is coming when you will worship THE 
FATHER neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem 
… the true worshipers will worship THE FATHER in 
spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
THE FATHER seeks” (John 4:19-24).  

At first glance, this may not seem like such a big deal, 
especially to those of us who have been believers for 
a while. We are accustomed to hearing it. But calling 
God ‘Father’ in Jesus’ time was a radical thing to do. It 
was even somewhat scandalous, because it implied a 
closeness and familiarity with God that the teachers 
of the Law said was outside of human experience.  

The idea that we could have a close relationship with 
God as our ‘Father’ was totally outrageous! Yet here 
Jesus taught it was possible. 

God is more to us than some all-powerful distant 
being. He is more than some transcendent (powerful 
but distance) eternal spirit. He is more than some all-
knowing entity. He is more than the creator of the 
universe. He is also an immanent (relationally close) 
loving being.  

If that was all we can say God is, there would still be 
reason to worship him. But God is far more than that! 

The reality of who God is changes our motivation for 
worship. When we reflect on who it is we are 
worshiping, it changes our view of worship from 
something we have to do, to something we want 
to do.   

This leads us to another truth about worship that 
comes from this passage in John’s gospel. It’s not the 
style or trappings of worship that is important; it’s the 
heart of the worshiper that really matters.  
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The woman in our passage mentions a centuries-old 
theological argument between Jews and Samaritans 
on what was the ‘right place’ to worship God. (Jews 
said it was the Temple in Jerusalem, while Samaritans 
said it was on top of Mount Gerizim, in Samaria). Both 
were focused on the external, outward signs that we 
tend to think must be present for worship to happen. 
Things like mountains, temples, church buildings, style 
of music, style of sermons, whether lifting our hands 
or not, and all those other things we seem to value. 

Now, some of these things are good. But they aren’t 
what makes true worship. In fact, you can have all 
these things and still not have true worship. 
Conversely, you can have none of those things and 
still have true worship. The Jews and Samaritans were 
hung up on the externals. Jesus said both were wrong.   

“A time is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.” 

And Jesus was right. Within just a short time, Roman 
armies would put an end to the formal worship in 
both places. 

Jesus said true worshipers would worship the 
Father “in spirit and in truth.” This phrase 
means “worshiping God in sincerity and honesty, led 
by the Spirit of God.” It’s to come before him humbly, 
drawn by his Spirit, and to offer him praise and 
adoration for who he is and all he has done, 
recognising our dependence on him for our salvation, 
for our life, for everything! It’s the Spirit of God who 
draws us into this place of transparency and honesty. 

We cannot worship God in spirit until our own spirit 
has been overwhelmed or captured by his Spirit. 
That is where true worship comes from. 

God is not interested in lip-service as worship, even if 
it happens within a church building and is offered in 
Jesus’ name. He doesn’t want us to sing songs or pray 
prayers while thinking of other things. He doesn’t 
want us to take Communion if Jesus is not actually at 
the centre. God isn’t interested in us sitting politely 
while a preacher speaks, if our minds are not engaging 
with the life-changing Word of God.  

By the same token, this means that you can worship 
even when not in a Church building. It means that you 
can worship, even if your singing voice isn’t great. It 
means you can worship God with others or alone. It 
means you can pray authentically and sincerely even if 
you haven’t memorised Scriptural verses.  

Every time we thank God for how amazing he is to us, 
we are worshiping. It doesn’t have to be formulaic (it’s 
better if it’s not). Every time we read the Scriptures 

and draw near to him with open hearts to hear what 
the Spirit is saying, we are worshiping.   

Worship is not a Sunday morning activity only, any 
more than it was a Jerusalem Temple activity only or 
Mount Gerizim activity only.  

More than just on a Sunday 

When we think worship can only happen inside a 
particular type of building, or a particular routine, we 
fall into the same trap that snared the Samaritans and 
the Jews. Jesus says, “Don’t be like that! God is 
seeking you to worship him in spirit and in truth.”  

In Acts 2, we see people who worshiped every day, in 
many different places, at different times.   

Jesus modelled true worship for us. When doing only 
what you see God doing, and speaking only the words 
God gives you, your daily priority, goals, and purpose 
changes. Then, you will wake up every morning and 
immediately think of God first. You will thank him for 
giving you another day. You will ask, “What are you 
doing, Lord and How can I be part of it?” 

Romans 12:1-2 says, “Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God – this is your true and proper worship. Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is – his good, pleasing, and perfect will.”  

Paul is talking about being totally surrendered and 
totally transformed, so God is at the centre of 
everything.  

At first you may not have an answer. It takes time to 
recognize how God works; it takes time to discern his 
voice. But in time, you will learn his presence and you 
will relax into a natural spirituality.  

Then you will know the first and most important 
component of truly being the Church. Worship.  

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

• Do you have a favourite place to worship? 
What is it?  

• Do you feel free to worship God outside of a 
formal church service? Outside a church 
building? Should we?  

• When did you first begin to think of God as 
your “Father”?  

• How does worshipping “in spirit and  
in truth” happen in your own life?  

• How can we put God “at the centre of 
everything” in our lives?   


