
KEDUMBA CHURCH 
A Non-Denominational Church 

  

Living worthy of the gospel – Part 1 
Scriptures: Colossians 1:5, Philippians 1:27, Matthew 5:13, 
1 Thessalonians 1:3, Psalms 89:14, Psalm 97:1-2, Luke 
18:25, John 3:5, Luke 19:8–10, 2 Peter 1:21, 2 Timothy 3:16, 
Titus 3:8, Acts 1:8, Galatians 6:10, Revelation 7:16-17, 
Matthew 7:21, Luke 11:20, 1 John 3:18.  

 

On our website, we say we are a community of 
believers that “know and live the gospel”, and that 
we are led by Facilitators who are “passionate about 
the value of each person knowing Jesus”. So, the 
gospel is central to who we are as a church.  

If you have given your life to Jesus Christ, God has 
forgiven your sins, he has adopted you as his child, he 
has given you his Holy Spirit to guide you, he promises 
to be with you always, and he will never leave or 
forsake you. This should make a difference in how we 
live our lives. Sometimes people call this “living 
worthy of the gospel”.  

While we cannot lead people to Christ apart from 
sharing the gospel message, it is unlikely that our 
message will be received if our lives contradict what 
we proclaim.  

For people to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus, 
we must preach the gospel, the good news of Jesus 
Christ. God has given us a message, and instructions, 
to share this good news globally. It is important that 
we share this message of hope widely (Colossians 
1:5). 

But it is also important that we live “in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27).  

To be a follower of Jesus means more than mere 
mental agreement to a list of dos and don’ts. It means 
our lives radically change because we have turned 
from lies to the truth, from darkness to light. In fact, it 
means we must be light to our world (Matthew 5:13). 
Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 1:3 that our work 
as Christ’s followers should be driven by love. 

As author Michael Green, says, “The Early Church had 
qualities unparalleled in the ancient world. Nowhere 
else would you find slaves and masters, Jews and 
Gentiles, rich and poor, sharing fellowship, and 
showing real love for one another. That love flowed to 
outsiders, and in times of plague or disaster the Early 
Christians shone by their service to the communities 
in which they lived.” But, according to Green, today’s 
Christians don’t live up to the same standards.  

Of course, we must link compassion with 
communication.  

Some claim the Christian life is solely about loving 
action, and not what we say. However, we must keep 
to the teachings of Scripture to understand 
compassion from a biblical perspective.  

Compassion and God’s kingdom  

The Bible calls God’s people to show compassion as a 
reflection of God’s own nature. He is loving. We 
should be loving too.  

The Old Testament characterizes God’s reign mainly in 
terms of righteousness and justice (Psalm 89:14 
and Psalm 97:1-2). God expects his people to embody 
these same qualities. Our God hates oppression and 
injustice, which most often victimise the poor and 
needy. 

In the New Testament, Jesus’ death on the cross 
makes salvation available to all people (Luke 
18:25; John 3:5). Christ’s followers are transformed to 
be like Jesus. This includes sharing his compassion for 
the world. Those who come to faith in Christ 
experience big changes in their lives, including a 
growing concern for the poor. 

Zacchaeus comes to faith in Jesus and gives half his 
possessions to the poor (Luke 19:8–10). In the Early 
Church, we see great caring for the poor. In a healthy 
church today, members will care for the poor and 
disadvantaged. ** 

A compassionate Church reflects the character of the 
One we profess as our King. In showing compassion, 
our goal is not to create a perfect society. Only God 
can do that. But by showing compassion, we show 
that God lives among us, and he lives within us.  

A credible witness 

The gospel is credible (it’s believable) all by itself. It 
comes from God (2 Peter 1:21). The Bible says it is 
literally “God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16). Yet the 
behaviour of Christians will decide whether this 
credible gospel will get a ‘fair hearing’. If our lives 
don’t line up with what we say, then our message will 
not be received.  

Jesus says the Church should witness about him (Acts 
1:8). Preaching and general sharing are certainly key 
parts of that witness. Paul says that those who believe 
in God are “careful to devote themselves to doing 
what is good” (Titus 3:8).  

Scripture doesn’t let us separate preaching or sharing 
the gospel from our calling to live it out. How we live 
in the world has much to say about the degree to 
which we have truly heard and understood Jesus’ 
words. 
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Living out our hope  

Another way in which our compassion serves the 
mission of the Church is through the living out hope.  

According to Galatians 6:10, we should do good to all 
people. In the Book of Revelation, we read that those 
of us who have suffered on earth “Will hunger no 
longer, nor thirst anymore” (Revelation 7:16-17).  

When the Church is compassionate to those who 
hunger and thirst and lack the necessities of life in the 
present, when we comfort those who mourn, we 
become a community that actually lives out the hope 
we talk about.  

Compassion and evangelism  

Most errors relating to compassion arise from a faulty 
understanding of the biblical kingdom of God.  

Those who understand the kingdom in entirely earthly 
terms often focus on Scripture’s ethical and moral 
teachings, while neglecting aspects such as personal 
sin and judgment.  

Others, concerned only with the future aspect of 
God’s kingdom, emphasize saving souls, while 
overlooking other human needs. 

Scripture refutes both of these lopsided views of the 
kingdom of God. Jesus taught the kingdom was both a 
present and future reality (Matthew 7:21; Luke 
11:20).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, the key to preventing compassion from 
overwhelming evangelism (or vice versa) is to 
maintain the biblical balance.  

Conclusion  

We should not view compassion as a platform or 
entry point for gaining people’s trust. If compassion is 
not genuinely part of our life in Christ, if we are not 
actually living it out, our behaviour become false. We 
could find ourselves in the awkward and unbiblical 
position of pretending to love so we can preach about 
love — something completely foreign to the life and 
ministry of Jesus!  

While we cannot lead people to Christ apart from 
sharing the gospel message, it is unlikely our message 
will receive serious consideration if our lives 
contradict what we proclaim. And so, the apostle John 
tells us, “Let us not love with words or speech only, 
but with actions and in truth” (1 John 3:18). 

Separated from evangelism, compassion can only 
offer some comfort in this world. But people need 
more than just comfort. They need salvation. They 
need to hear the gospel and give their lives to Jesus.  

Salvation comes most easily when we preach the good 
news and do good deeds for others. 

 

 

 

  


