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Love as Jesus loved     
Scriptures: Matthew 25:36, Ephesians 5:1-2, Philippians 4:13, 
Mark 5:17, Romans 13:8-10, Galatians 5:4-6, 1 Corinthians 13.   

We've heard a lot about the various ways that we can 
respond to God’s love, to be helped and transformed 
by God's love. We’ve talked about the need to be 
rooted and grounded in love and as individuals in the 
Church. But the fact is that love is incomplete if we do 
not develop the skill to express that love to God and 
to other people.  God in effect says to us all: “If you 
want to love me, love other people.” 

Jesus will say on that final day: “You fed me, you 
clothed me, you comforted me, you visited me in 
prison” (Matthew 25:36). And we'll say: 
“What?  We never even saw you - let alone fed you, 
visited you, comforted you or clothed you.”  And he 
will say on that day: “When you did it to the least of 
these, you did it to me.” God makes it very clear to 
us: “If you want to love me, worship is fine. I delight 
in that. But if you really love me, you will be giving 
my love away to somebody else.”  

So today we are talking about the skill, the ‘how to’, of 
loving people and completing this interchange of love 
that God initiated in us through Jesus Christ, in which 
we are being rooted and grounded. 

Ephesians 5:1-2 says, “Follow God’s example, 
therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice...” 

Paul is saying Christians should seek to live in love. 
More specifically, we are to live a life of love just as 
Christ did. To put it yet another way, in Jesus own 
words: “Love one another as I have loved you.” Now 
that sounds a bit daunting, doesn't it?  Nobody really 
takes that seriously, do they? His love is so far beyond 
our ability to comprehend, let alone express in the 
same way. The magnitude of Jesus’ love seems way 
beyond us and so this whole discussion can seem too 
abstract.  But everything we're exhorted to do in the 
New Testament God expects us to do and, by his the 
empowerment of Holy Spirit. 

God's bidding is God's enabling, which means he 
will give us the power to do what he asks us to do. 
That's why Paul said, “I can do all things through 
Christ Who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) 

We are made competent by His Holy Spirit. 

When we think about how Christ has loved us, we 
should not think about how ‘big’ he loved us - but 
rather how did he manifest that love. What did he 
actually do to express love to people? How did he 
make choices? How did he transfer his love to 

others? The ‘how-to’ is what we are going to talk 
about today. 

When you read the gospels, you will notice that Jesus 
loved people in a very free, creative, and spontaneous 
way. He didn't love everybody the same way. He 
tailored his love to each person as an individual. 

For one person, he spat on their face and healed them 
(an interesting expression of love, don't you think?) To 
another, he stood at a distance and wept. To another, 
he touched them. To another, he spoke. To another, 
he scolded, in love. His love was adapted to the 
individuals according to their needs. It was creative; it 
was sensitive to the person; it was situational; it was 
free - specifically free of rules.  He loved in a non-
religious, even sometimes an anti-religious way. 

Religion then and now 

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, a Pharisee was 
somebody who knew the Law. They thought they 
alone were God's chosen; they were religious elite. 

If a Pharisee was asked how to love, they would most 
probably refer to the Torah - the Law. It had become a 
system for living. You ask a question, and they 
respond with Law No. 224. They had memorised it. 
They had rules for every situation. Much of the 
Rabbinic writing is defining what to do in a specific 
situation.  

That's the way religion operated then, and it’s the way 
religion operates now. In some ways, this legalistic 
lifestyle is easier to live. You don't have to think, you 
don't have to hear from the Holy Spirit. You just do 
what the self-appointed leaders tell you. That's it.  

But Jesus does the exact opposite. He breaks the 
Pharisee's rules in the pursuit of a life of love and he 
teaches us to do the same.  

For example, the Law said you must love your 
neighbour and hate your enemies, but Jesus 
said: “Ignore that rule, and love your enemy too.” One 
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rule said: If someone asks for your shirt, give it to 
them. Jesus said: “Go way beyond that law - give them 
your coat too.” Jesus not only taught creative rule-
breaking in loving people, he also practised creative 
rule-breaking in loving people. The Law taught: don't 
ever touch a leper, and if you do it accidentally, you 
are unclean for a period. Jesus didn't think much of 
that law. He not only touched lepers, but he also 
embraced them, and went out of his way to do so. He 
broke the rules for the sake of love. 

There were religious rules that should have prevented 
Jesus from associating with women. He ignored that 
one too, for the sake of love. The law said: don't heal 
on the Sabbath. What does Jesus do? He goes out of 
his way to heal on the Sabbath. And the reason he did 
that was simple. He found some sick people. Healing 
them was more important than observing a special 
day on the calendar. 

Interpreting the Law with love 

If a Law tells you to do something that violates 
somebody's needs, then that is not a Godly 
interpretation of that Law. The Pharisees, who were 
strict adherents and custodians of the Law, could not 
understand this. They protested loudly,  

“The Law says don't heal on the Sabbath - you're 
healing on the Sabbath - that's wrong and that's all 
there is to it!” 

Jesus said quite clearly in Mark 5:17: “I came into the 
world not to destroy the Law but to complete it.”   

Well, what do we do with that, in light of what Jesus 
breaking many laws?  How do we reconcile Mark 5:17 
with Jesus actions? The Apostle Paul has a valuable 
opinion here:  

Romans 13:8-10 says, “Let no debt remain 
outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the 
Law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery’, ‘You shall not murder’, ‘You shall not 
steal’, ‘You shall not covet’, and whatever other 
command there may be, are summed up in this one 
command: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’. Love 
does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore, love is the 
fulfilment of the Law.” 

Galatians 5:4-6 says, “You who are trying to be 
justified by the Law have been alienated from 
Christ; you have fallen away from grace. For, 
through the Spirit, we eagerly await by faith the 
righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any 
value. The only thing that counts is  
faith  expressing itself through love.” 

There's something wonderful about living a life of love 
that completes the Law. There is a higher law, and it is 
the law of love.   

There is a ‘completion’ to the practical, holy intent of 
the Law, and that is to love other people according to 
the power and wisdom and righteousness revealed to 
us in Christ, by the Holy Spirit. 

Someone listening might be thinking, “Hey, I heard 
something about this - isn’t it called situational ethics? 
There’s no real right or wrong. We do everything 
according to the circumstances?” 

Absolutely not. That is not what Jesus did or what Paul 
taught. For the most part, people are so much happier 
if you just tell them what to do - no questions asked. 
Then they don't have to think, they don't have to hear 
from the Holy Spirit. Just give them some rules and 
regulations and although that is spiritual abuse and 
manipulation, a lot of people seem to prefer it to real 
freedom and maturity in Christ. 

There is something far, far better than proof-texting 
as a way to live your life. It's godly, it's holy, and it's 
the way Jesus lived. He knew how to creatively 
surpass the laws that he was given by his tradition.  

1. He was rooted and grounded in his Father's 
love. When he dealt with people Jesus was 
not going to manipulate them, use them, or 
abuse them. He was going to look out for their 
best interests because he was secure in his 
Father's love. 

1. He had discernment. He knew Scripture. He 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. When the 
Father wanted to heal on HIS Sabbath, even 
though it went against the Pharisee’s rules, 
Jesus healed on the Sabbath. It’s that simple. 

2. He related well to people. He had some close 
friends who could speak into his life. He was 
always right. But even though he was always 
right, he created an atmosphere where 
people felt free to speak their mind. He 
valued and affirmed people. 

3. He did everything out in the open. He did it 
‘in the light’. Nothing was hidden.  

If you follow these four principles, you can love God 
and love creatively, because you see what the Father 
is doing, and this always pleases God.  

Jesus sometimes followed the Pharisee’s law to the 
letter and at other times he violated them. What 
mattered was what the Father wanted.  

May God continue to draw us closer to himself and to 
each other as we more fully embrace the mission of 
Christ and our primary purpose in life. With love.  


