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A New Creation in Christ 
Scriptures: John 1:1-14, 2 Corinthians 5:17-19, Colossians 
1:20, John 13:23, John 19:26-27, Revelation 1:1-3, John 
20:21, John 1:29, John 2:21, John 3:14, John 10:11, John 
12:24, John 3:5-8, John 7:37-39, John 16:7, John 14:15-21, 
John 15:26-27, John 16:8-11, John 16:12-13, John 16:14-15.  

Creation and re-creation are central themes in the 
Bible. The Bible begins with Creation and ends with 
Re-Creation.  

In between these ‘bookends’, we read of a God who 
reconciles all things to himself, both in heaven and 
earth (Colossians 1:20). One of the things he 
reconciles is people – you and me. And by this 
reconciliation, we can become a “new creation”.  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, that person is a 
new creation: the old has gone, the new is here! All 
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation … he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:17-19).  

The writer of the Gospel of John very deliberately 
compares the Creation event to the earthly arrival of 
Jesus, whom he describes as “the Word” (‘Logos’).  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God 
in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 
In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it … The true light that 
gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not recognize him. 
He came to that which was his own, but his own did 
not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God - children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us (literally 
‘tabernacled’ or ‘set up a tent’ among us). We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:1-14).  

John’s gospel retells the Genesis story, but instead of 
being separated from God, humanity is reconciled to 
him this time. Rather than falling prey to sin and 
futility, freedom is given through the sacrifice of God 
on a cross. Yes, Jesus is God, and John identifies him 
as such. Instead of being ruled by sin, the new Adam, 
Christ, conquers it so that his new creation can exist 

and operate in the newness of life. God constantly 
desired fellowship with humanity.  

The author 

According to some commentaries (e.g., Evangelical 
Dictionary of the Bible), the ‘John’ who wrote John’s 
Gospel is the disciple who leaned on Jesus during the 
Last Supper (John 13:23), and to whom Jesus gave 
care of his mother (John 19:26-27). There is also good 
reason to think this same ‘John’ wrote the smaller  

 Letters of John and the Book of Revelation 
(Revelation 1:1-3). In which case, there is a direct link 
between Christ creating all things, Christ creating new 
life in us, and Christ re-creating heaven and earth in 
Revelation. 

Historical setting 

It seems Justin (AD 150) and Ignatius (AD 115) knew 
and used John’s Gospel. The Gospel is usually dated to 
the First Century. John was aware of the ‘Synoptic’ 
gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, circa AD90, are 
similar). Tradition has it that John lived in Ephesus.  

Purpose 

John says in 20:21 that his purpose is evangelistic. The 
Gospel is aimed to produce faith in Jesus as Christ and 
Lord. The teachings of Jesus John shares are broad 
enough to be understood and lived out by both Greek 
and Jew (Greek was the dominant world culture at 
that time). Not surprisingly, John 3:16 is often used to 
evangelise people today.  

Theology of John 

The most significant feature of John’s writing is his 
message that Jesus is Messiah and God’s unique Son. 
Jesus is the fulfilment of Jewish hopes for a Messiah. 
The plan of salvation is achieved by the Father 
through ‘the Son’ (Jesus). The Father reveals himself 
through the Son. Jesus is described as a perfect 
human. He experiences human emotion, hunger, 
thirst, and tiredness. Although fully God, he remains 
perfectly human.  

John 3:16 and other John verses often appear at sporting events.  
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In the Prologue (Introduction), Jesus is not only with 
God, but is God. Jesus is the pre-existent Son. He 
existed with the Father before being known on earth.  

Jesus is the ‘I AM’ (God as revealed to Moses), the 
Way, the Truth, the Life, the Resurrection. He is 
described as the Sacrificial Lamb (1:29), the Temple of 
his body (2:21), the ‘saving serpent’ in the wilderness 
(3:14), the Shepherd giving his life for his sheep 
(10:11), and the grain of wheat giving life to others 
(12:24).  

An important aspect of John’s Gospel is his references 
to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit’s work in regeneration 
(3:5-8), the promised outpouring (7:37-39), the Spirit 
as Counsellor, as dwelling in the believer, as Teacher, 
as Witness to Christ, as the One who convicts the 
world, and as the Guide to all truth for Christ’s people.  

John’s language is simple, but his theology is deep.  

Relevance in 2022 

We live in a time of many catastrophes and an 
ongoing Covid pandemic. The Gospel of John is a 
reassurance at such a time. It is a reminder that God is 
in charge of world events.  

We learn that Jesus existed from “the beginning”. He 
has seen it all, he knows it all, and he is with us 
through everything, even to the End. He is not simply 
“a good moral example”, but according to John Jesus 
is God. He made everything, including us. Therefore, 
you and I are central to his purpose. Our lives have 
true meaning. When there is ‘darkness’, we can rely 
on him to be our ‘light’.  

He not only makes a way but shows us the way. He 
illuminates our minds and spirits according to his 
great goodness. He is the Way. The dark things of this 
world will never be able to overcome his brightness 
and love. With him, we are safe. Even though some 
people do not recognise him, we do (by his grace, we 
can). We believed him, we received him, and we have 
become God’s children. Jesus lived face-to-face with 
humanity. He continues to be “with us” forever. He is 
full of grace and truth, and we can share in this grace 
and truth today.  

Relevance to Kedumba Church 

Today (June 5) is Pentecost Sunday. On the eve of 
Jesus’ betrayal and arrest, he spent the evening 
teaching his disciples. A big portion of that instruction 
was about the coming Paraclete/Counselor/ 
Comforter/Advocate (John 16:7). The Spirit would be 
with them forever (John 14:15-21). He would teach 
them of Jesus (John 15:26-27), convict the world of sin 
(John 16:8-11), guide the disciples into truth (John 
16:12-13), and glorify Christ (John 16:14-15). 

Then Christ sent the Holy Spirit to his followers. Not 
just to their leaders or to the most faithful, but the 
Holy Spirit came to all of them.  

The Holy Spirit is the presence of Christ living in us and 
enabling us to live the life that Jesus’ death and 
resurrection made possible. 

We too can expect the Holy Spirit to be present and 
active in our lives, both individually and as a church – 
especially as we invite him unto every part of our 
lives, and make worship of Christ more important 
than fulfilling our own agendas.  

The Gospel of John helps us to understand how this 
happens.  

 

Relevance to Me?  

Jesus, who is God and who created me, came to earth 
to save me. I am at the centre of his purpose, even 
though this is difficult to understand. I always was.  
He is the ‘light’ of my life through all circumstances. 
Through his Holy Spirit’s activity, I have been 
redeemed, saved, renewed, and re-created. I am 
precious in his sight. I continue to be transformed. In 
Christ, I am a “new creation”.  

But there are questions we must ask ourselves:  

• Do I believe that Jesus is the Creator, the Messiah, 
and the Lord over all of creation – including me?  

• Do I believe Jesus is the source of all life and the 
‘light’ for every person? Do I have his life and light 
working in my life? 

• When I read John, does his Gospel produce faith in 
me? Or does it only result in ‘head knowledge’?  

• Does the fact that Jesus experienced human 
emotion, hunger, thirst, and tiredness comfort me 
as I face my own challenges in life?  

• Am I living a life of ‘religion’, or am I trusting fully 
in Jesus and filled with his Spirit? Is there reality 
about my faith?   


