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2025 Independent Author Network 
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2024 International Book Awards:  

Finalist in Young Adult Fiction 

Finalist in Animal/Pet Fiction 

 

2024 National Indie Excellence Awards:  

Finalist in Animal/Pet Fiction 
 

REVIEWS 
 

. .. it is as emotionally affecting as it is historically authentic. A remarkably sensitive depiction of 

the teenage psyche under unthinkable pressure. 

“GET IT” recommendation. 

----Kirkus Reviews 

 

STARRED REVIEW: 

The novel is filled with action and suspense, from airplanes shooting at civilians to deserting 

French soldiers attempting to loot abandoned towns. It skillfully captures the feel of the time, 

with details of cars, medical treatments, and war atrocities, creating a powerful sense of life then, 

especially for civilians. Abby’s humor balances the story’s pathos with playfulness, and character 

development, especially Marcel’s is authentic and moving. 

 

With rich characters and a unique perspective that explores lesser-known aspects of WWI, Dogs 

Don’t Cry is a powerful and entertaining read. 

----BlueInk Review 

 



 

An effectively engaging and deftly crafted blend of adventure, suspense, and coming of age 

during the chaotic turmoil of World War I, "Dogs Don't Cry" is part of author John F. Andrew's 

exceptional 'Novels of the Great War' series and a truly memorable read from beginning to end. 

A prized pick for personal reading lists and community library World War I historical fiction 

collections . . . 

----Midwest Book Review 

 

An absolutely exemplary story . . . This story is a . . . must read. 

 -----Judge, 32nd Annual Writer’s Digest Self-Published Book Awards 

 

Dogs Don’t Cry is a poignant and heartwarming novel about the plight of French refugee 

children during World War I . . . Andrews’ description of their journey and the hardships they 

face is powerful. I highly recommend this book. 

 ---- EDITOR’S CHOICE 

---- Historical Novel Society Magazine 

 

Here is what Amazon readers said: 

5.0 out of 5 stars Dogs Rule 

This was undoubtedly the most heart warming book I have read in The Great War/World War 2 

genre. It was overall an uplifting book written with sensitivity. Oh, there was sadness which 

brought the tears & giggles/laughter throughout the book. I will not spill any beans, but trust me, 

once you read it, you'll thank me. If you are a dog lover, this is a must read book. At this time 

this was a perfect read for me. 

 

 

5.0 out of 5 stars Wonderful 

This book provides the perspective of two children and a dog during the first world war in 

France. The chapters are short and told in the voice of each of those characters. It is light and 

easy to read. I think it is a good introduction to this period for middle and high school readers as 

well as adults. 

 

5.0 out of 5 stars a wonderful story of courage 

I couldn’t stop reading this book. Told thru the eyes of children and dogs. A wonderful way of 

sharing the tragedies and heroics. A must read 

 

5.0 out of 5 stars Poignant & Inspiring Coming of Age during WW1, Great Dog character, 

too! 

During World War One, two orphaned teen siblings and their border collie set out across France 

to find their only remaining relative. Unfortunately for them (fortunately for the reader!), the kids 

don't know his full name or exact whereabouts. First, they must get to Paris, then rely on the dog 

Abby to find their uncle. In this charming, touching story, the kids and the dog are brave, clever 

heroes. Adding to the fun, we get to see the adventure from the dog's Point of View. It's 

beautifully written by an author who's expert in the time and place. Highly recommended for 

teen and pre-teen readers, plus adults. ---Margaret Rodenberg, Author of Finding Napoleon 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R35PXPS5BA2WQ6/ref=cm_cr_dp_d_rvw_ttl?ie=UTF8&ASIN=B0CSB935Z2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R2N4H5F9DAG4O4/ref=cm_cr_dp_d_rvw_ttl?ie=UTF8&ASIN=B0CSB935Z2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R1ET76MX5RZE3X/ref=cm_cr_dp_d_rvw_ttl?ie=UTF8&ASIN=B0CSB935Z2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R1YHB4AK4OUFWQ/ref=cm_cr_getr_d_rvw_ttl?ie=UTF8&ASIN=B0CSB935Z2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R1YHB4AK4OUFWQ/ref=cm_cr_getr_d_rvw_ttl?ie=UTF8&ASIN=B0CSB935Z2


 

 

 

BLURB 
 

A dog’s devotion, courage, and intelligence stand between two French teens and despair. 

Love and determination sustain the threesome as they flee the tidal wave of war. A story of 

hardship, peril, resilience, and hope. 

 

 

Abby is the Durand family dog, a companion for fifteen-year-old Marcel and his sister, 

Geneviève. Marcel is plagued by doubts about his courage as he approaches military age. 

Geneviève has severe pneumonia and is convinced she will soon die. Evacuation is ordered as 

the German army barrels toward their home village. The doctor tending to Geneviève warns their 

mother that the rigors of evacuation will kill the young girl on the eve of her thirteenth birthday. 

Their mother waits until the last moment to leave their home in search of shelter. 

 

A disastrous escape leaves them orphaned and alone. 

 

Marcel and Geneviève must find a distant relative, Cousin Henri, who lives near Paris. However, 

they have never met him, are not sure of his last name, and don’t know his address. Abby is the 

key—Henri is her former owner, though she begs to differ on the “owner” concept. If anyone can 

find him, she can. The teens confront their worst fears while seeking refuge amid the chaos of 

war, armed only with their faith in Abby. 

 

 

SHORT DESCRIPTION 

 
This is a dog novel wrapped inside a coming-of-age story about two orphaned French teens 

fleeing a war that is about to engulf their village. It is a story about courage, hardship, peril, 

resilience, and hope. 

 

Alternate:  

This is a dog novel wrapped inside a coming-of-age story about two orphaned French teens and 

their dog, Abby. Abby’s devotion, courage, and intelligence stand between the two orphans and 

despair. Love and determination sustain the threesome as they flee the tidal wave of World War 

One in 1918. This is a story about courage, hardship, peril, resilience, and hope. 

 

Alternate: 

A Border Collie leads two orphaned French teens through a war zone. What could go wrong? 

 

Alternate: 

A Border Collie leads two orphaned French teens through a war zone to a destination known 

only to her. This is a story about courage, hardship, peril, resilience, a dog’s devotion, and hope. 

 

Alternate: 



What if two orphaned French teens had to rely on their Border Collie to lead them from a war 

zone and find shelter with someone only the dog knows? 

 

FROM THE AUTHOR 
 

Dogs Don't Cry - Novels of the Great War is a dog novel wrapped inside a coming of age story 

about two orphaned French teenagers making a desperate escape from the tidal wave of the First 

World War.  

 

My border collie, Abby, and stories I read about the fate of the children of France during World 

War I inspired me to write this novel. It was a delight to write. Whenever I was stuck on a 

problem, I'd figure out a way to "ask" Abby a question. Her answers helped, though they tended 

to involve her Green Ball and bacon. Readers from their teens to the eighties rave about this 

novel, and I hope you will enjoy it too. Spoiler Alert: no dogs die in this novel. 

 

 

 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 
Short:  

 

John F. Andrews is the award-winning author of the Novels of the Great War Series, including 

Our Desperate Hour, An American Nurse in Paris, and Dogs Don’t Cry. He writes from the 

perspective of a service family member and critical care physician to craft unique stories based 

on real events. His characters struggle shoulder-to-shoulder with some of the real heroes of WWI 

as well as showing the plight of civilians caught in one of the most horrible conflicts in human 

history. His novels are stories of struggle, survival, hope, resilience, and love. 

 

Expanded: 

John F. Andrews began writing fiction in 2012. His Novels of the Great War leverage his 

fascination with history along with his knowledge and experience as a physician and a Marine 



Corps father. The latter has given him an intimate understanding of what it is like to be a service 

family member. This series includes: An American Nurse in Paris, Dogs Don’t Cry, and Our 

Desperate Hour, with three more novels on the way. 

 

Andrews was born in Chicago and raised and worked in Wisconsin and Minnesota. After earning 

a BA in psychology, he completed medical school at the University of Minnesota. He trained in 

internal medicine at Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak, Michigan, and then completed a 

pulmonary medicine fellowship at the University of Chicago. He earned board certifications in 

Internal, Pulmonary, Critical Care, and Sleep Medicine. After a successful practice in Green Bay, 

Wisconsin, he and his wife, Sue, retired to Manhattan, Montana. He became involved in the fire 

service and worked as an EMT, firefighter, and medical officer. John and Sue then moved to 

Arvada, Colorado, where they enjoy family and the magnificent Rocky Mountains. 

 



AUTHOR LINKS 
John F Andrews 

jandrews@46north.net 

https://johnfrederickandrews.com  

https://www.facebook.com/JohnAndrewsFiction 

https://www.instagram.com/johnandrews63/ 

https://amazon.com/author/johnf.andrews 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/46743900.John_F_Andrews 

YouTube: YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@JohnAndrews-g7u  

 

Author newsletter link: https://46-north-publications-llc.kit.com/743a603dd0 
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PURCHASE LINKS 

 
 

Author website purchase link: https://johnfrederickandrews.com/where-to-buy 

 

Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/Dogs-Dont-Cry-Novels-Great-ebook/dp/B0CSB935Z2/ 

 

Apple Books: https://books.apple.com/us/book/dogs-dont-cry/id6737138667?ls=1 

 

Barnes & Noble: https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dogs-dont-cry-novels-of-the-great-war-

john-f-andrews/1146431891?ean=9798989383535 

 

Bookshop.org: https://bookshop.org/p/books/dogs-don-t-cry-novels-of-the-great-war-john-f-

andrews/21898179?ean=9798989383535&next=t 

 

Goodreads: 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/205338756-dogs-don-t-

cry?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=RsKMk8jvxx&rank=2  

 

Ingram Spark: 

https://shop.ingramspark.com/b/084?params=2HQsF2DaQzFgQWos4nFjR8PsFpdgzWhhbRzclZ

t0Nfv  for the paperback. 

 

Ingram Spark:   

https://shop.ingramspark.com/b/084?params=v2lgQf6WBdGjmzeNRQlrR2xuKzojManWFCV7t

bI84Po  for the hardcover 

 

Standard Ingram discounts apply to library and bookseller purchases. 

 

Kobo: https://www.kobo.com/us/en/ebook/dogs-don-t-cry 

 

 

MEDIA CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
For a review copy of Dogs Don’t Cry – Novels of the Great War or to arrange an interview with 

John F Andrews, contact John F Andrews at 46 North Publications, llc by email at 

jandrews@46north.net, or by phone: +1-920-621-5719. 
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