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The Proper Spelling of Weeden Osborne’s First 

Name. 
 

The spelling of Osborne’s first name is a curiosity and has been the 

subject of misspelling since his death. His signature on Navy 

documents show clearly that he spelled his name “Weeden”. This 

was also the spelling his sister used in her correspondence about 

him. It is the spelling on his headstone at the Aisne-Marne 

American Cemetery. However, many other documents misspell his 

first name “Weedon”. That is shown on the back of the Medal of 

Honor and the US Marine Corps Lt. J.G. Weedon E Osborne 

Memorial Award. 

 

His first name is misspelled on the back of Osborne’s Medal of 

Honor. 
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The most compelling proof of the correct spelling of Osborne’s 

name is in his own handwriting. Below is his Oath of Office when 

he joined the Navy. 

 

 
 

Document provided by André Sobocinski at US Navy Bureau of 

Medicine and Surgery. 
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Below is his signed Report of arrival at the 6th Regiment, USMC: 

 
 

Document provided by André Sobocinski at US Navy Bureau of 

Medicine and Surgery. 
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Finally, here is a photo of his headstone at the Aisne-Marne 

American Cemetery: 

 

 


