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Shrapnel Shells 
 

Shrapnel shells in WWI were designed as an anti-personnel device. 

The shells were made with the thinnest wall possible and packed 

with bullets that weighed between 150 – 170 grains each. Each 

shell contained between 285 and 340 shrapnel bullets. The shells 

were designed to explode in the air, spraying their projectiles at a 

velocity of about 200 feet per second. One of the functions of the 

steel helmet was to protect from overhead shrapnel fire. The 

shrapnel was generally made of forged steel with a high tensile 

strength. Diagrams of commonly used shrapnel shells is shown 

below.  
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