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Disclaimer: 

The Securities and Exchange Commission disclaims responsibility for any 
private publication or statement of any SEC employee or Commissioner. 
This book expresses the author’s views and does not necessarily reflect 
those of the Commission, the Commissioners or other members of the 
staff. 

This book is intended for educational and informational purposes only. It reflects the 
author's personal experiences and interpretations and should not be construed as 
specific tax, legal, financial, or investment advice for any individual situation. Readers 
should consult with qualified tax, legal, and financial professionals before applying any 
strategies discussed herein. 

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy as of the date of publication, laws 
and regulations are subject to change, and the author assumes no responsibility for 
errors, omissions, or changes in applicable laws. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other 
electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the author, 
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. 

The book mentioned well diversified broad-based stocks with zero dividend (such as 
Berkshire Hathaway BRK.B stock), S&P 500 index, whole life insurance policies or other 
financial instruments. The author advises the reader to seek help from licensed 
professionals regarding these financial assets. These licensed professionals have their 
respective expertise to suggest and design portfolio based on your family’s financial, 
liquidity, tax and other specific situations.  

The rate of return, yield or dividend ratio are as of year-end 2024. Past data does not 
guarantee future performance. Readers bear their investment risk.  The book author and 
Smart 1040 LLC are not responsible for such investment related risks or losses.  

The IRS tax forms are as of 2024, or the latest version available at the IRS.gov website. 
The tax code-related dollar amounts are as of 2025, many of which are adjusted annually 
by the IRS. The One Big, Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) is in various stages in the Congress, 
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Senate and White House. The book may have incorporated these new tax law changes. 
Many of the tax rule changes will  require the readers to re-evaluate their tax planning 
strategies.  

The hyperlinks used throughout the book may not work  if the content owner removes the 
post.  

All names and stories  have fictional elements, and are designed for illustration purpose 
only.  

This book and its contents may not be used for training, developing, or enhancing any 
artificial intelligence (AI) model without the express written consent of the author. 
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Preface 
As a Christian father, CPA, and coach, I have long witnessed how the U.S. tax system, 
while often confusing, offers powerful opportunities for strategic planning. These 
opportunities are too often overlooked or misunderstood by hardworking families. I wrote 
this book for SMART (Strategies to Maximize Assets and Reduce Taxes) families because I 
believe that every family, whether they’re earning $60,000 or $360,000 a year, deserves to 
know the same tax-saving principles and tools used by wealthier individuals and advisors. 

As a CPA since 2008, I spent ten years with a Big Four accounting firm specializing in 
accounting and audit. Today, I run my own tax planning practice, where I’ve had the 
privilege of advising hundreds of families and high-net-worth individuals. Having witnessed  
their financial triumphs and challenges, often intertwined with their deeply personal family 
dynamics, I was inspired to write this book and share my insights, real stories, and best 
practices with you, the SMART family. 

This book is not about tax loopholes or exotic schemes. It's about clarity, consistency, and 
concrete steps. Through real-life examples, simplified explanations, and actionable tips, I 
hope to clarify the tax code  for those who need it most: middle-class families trying to get 
ahead, save for their kids’ college, plan for retirement, and pass something on. 

When I began organizing workshops for families and small business owners, I quickly 
discovered how often people miss deductions, fail to optimize retirement accounts, or 
neglect simple tools like Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) or Roth IRAs, not because they’re 
careless, but because the system is dense and  the advice fragmented.  The fact is that 
most tax resources aren't written for everyday people. 

This book aims to fill that gap. It covers 101 tax-saving tips, from everyday moves like 
adjusting withholdings and tracking expenses to more advanced strategies involving trusts, 
rental property, and retirement conversions. Each section is designed to stand alone. 
Whether you read it cover to cover or jump to a chapter that speaks to your life stage, you’ll 
find something practical and actionable. 

I also wrote this book for the next generation, with a dream of FLY (financial literacy for 
youth). Tax planning should be part of financial literacy, not an afterthought. My hope is 
that parents will use this book to teach their children about the power of compound 
interest, smart giving, and how taxes affect every major life decision. 

Thank you for picking up this book. May it save your family money, spark new 
conversations, and give you more confidence during every tax season. 
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 Mike Nie, CPA, CFA, CFP, EA 
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