Accident Victim Assistance

Educational Content

How Soon You Hire a Personal Injury Lawyer after an Accident

Why Hiring Early Matters

The family should hire an experienced personal injury lawyer as
soon as possible, ideally within a day of the fatal crash'rathér than
waiting weeks or months. Earl?l representation directly affects how
strong the case is and how well the family is protected

Evidence Disappears Fast

Skid marks fade, vehicles are repaired or destroyed, “black-box” data
can be overwritten, and surveillance video is often erased within
days; an attorney can send preservation letters and start an
investigation immediately.

Witness Memories Fade

Prompt interviews lock in what witnesses saw before details are
forgotten or influenced by later conversations or media coverage.

Insurers Move Quickly to Protect Themselves

Carriers often contact families right away to obtain recorded
statements and push low early settlements; having counsel from day
f)ne blocks those tactics and channels all communication through the
awyer.

Deadlines and Claim Windows Are Strict

Wrongtful death claims in Washington 1ge_nerally must be filed within
three years of death, and insurance policies often require notice of a
claim ‘within a much shorter period; early counsel makes sure all
time limits are met.

Prevents Costly Mistakes

An experienced personal injury lawyer can immediately warn the
family about common pitfalls—signing broad releases, posting on
social media, or giving damaging statements—so you are preventing
problems instead of paying someone later to fix them.

Put Simply

Contacting an experienced personal injury lawyer right away gives
the family a professional advocate preserving evidence, shielding
them from insurance tactics, and structuring the case correctly from
the start, which significantly improves the odds of a full and fair
recovery.

Disclaimer: This material is for general educational purposes only and is not a substitute for professional advice.



