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Reading/Literacy Focused Initiatives ~ 
Examples
▪ California Dyslexia Initiative
▪ SB 488 CTC Update Reading and Literacy Standards
▪ K-2 Screening for Reading Difficulties, Including Risk of 

Dyslexia
▪ Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant
▪ Early Literacy Support Block Grant
▪ Literacy Coaches & Reading Specialists (LCRS & LCRSET)
▪ Literacy Roadmap
▪ Reading Instruction and Interventions Grant
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Current Legislation

AB1454 Leg Info 

AB 1454 
One-Pager.pdf 

2025-26 May 
Revision Budget 
Summary V2 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1454
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s9OslHIozhN7V2v1eC3CK43heOfklYbO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s9OslHIozhN7V2v1eC3CK43heOfklYbO/view
https://ebudget.ca.gov/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
https://ebudget.ca.gov/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
https://ebudget.ca.gov/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
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Universal Screening for 
Reading Difficulties
(e) “Commencing no later than the 2025–26 school year, and 
annually thereafter, a local educational agency serving pupils in 
kindergarten or grades 1 or 2 shall assess each pupil in 
kindergarten and grades 1 and 2 for risk of reading difficulties 
using the screening instrument or instruments adopted by the 
governing board or body of the local educational agency . . .”

SB114 was signed by Governor Newsom on July 10, 2023

California Code, EDC 53008. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC
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K-2 Screening for Reading Difficulties, 
Including Risk of Dyslexia
“The Legislature finds and declares that screening pupils for risk of 
reading difficulties, including dyslexia, is one of many tools that 
educators can employ to gain information about how to support their 
pupils’ learning. Screening should be considered part of a school’s 
comprehensive instructional strategy, and should be used by 
educators like other types of formative and summative assessments: 
to inform individualized instruction, measure a pupil’s progress, 
identify pupil learning needs, and enable parents and educators to 
discuss pupil needs in a more informed way.”

California Code, EDC 53008. (a)(1) 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC
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State Funding

State Funding for Screening for Risk of Reading Difficulties
Section 117 of Chapter 38 of the Statutes of 2024 (2024 Education Budget 
Trailer Bill) appropriated $25 million to LEAs to implement the requirement 
to screen kindergarten through second grade students for risk of reading 
difficulties beginning in the 2025-26 school year. What types of 
expenditures can LEAs use these funds for?
LEAs must expend these funds to train educators to administer student 
screenings pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 117 of Chapter 38 of 
the Statutes of 2024

Retrieved 8.22.24 RDRSSP FAQ - Reading Difficulties 
Risk Screener Selection Panel (CA Dept of Education) 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/rd/rdrsspsubmitappfaqs.asp#section-117-of-chapter-38-of-the-statutes-of-2024-2024-education-budget-trailer-bill-appropriated-25-million-to-leas-to-implement-the-requirement-to-screen-kindergarten-through-second-grade-students-for-risk-of-reading-difficulties-beginning-in-the-2025-26-school-year-what-types-of-expenditures-can-leas-use-these-funds-for
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/rd/rdrsspsubmitappfaqs.asp#section-117-of-chapter-38-of-the-statutes-of-2024-2024-education-budget-trailer-bill-appropriated-25-million-to-leas-to-implement-the-requirement-to-screen-kindergarten-through-second-grade-students-for-risk-of-reading-difficulties-beginning-in-the-2025-26-school-year-what-types-of-expenditures-can-leas-use-these-funds-for
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/rd/rdrsspsubmitappfaqs.asp#section-117-of-chapter-38-of-the-statutes-of-2024-2024-education-budget-trailer-bill-appropriated-25-million-to-leas-to-implement-the-requirement-to-screen-kindergarten-through-second-grade-students-for-risk-of-reading-difficulties-beginning-in-the-2025-26-school-year-what-types-of-expenditures-can-leas-use-these-funds-for
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/rd/rdrsspsubmitappfaqs.asp#section-117-of-chapter-38-of-the-statutes-of-2024-2024-education-budget-trailer-bill-appropriated-25-million-to-leas-to-implement-the-requirement-to-screen-kindergarten-through-second-grade-students-for-risk-of-reading-difficulties-beginning-in-the-2025-26-school-year-what-types-of-expenditures-can-leas-use-these-funds-for
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/rd/rdrsspsubmitappfaqs.asp#section-117-of-chapter-38-of-the-statutes-of-2024-2024-education-budget-trailer-bill-appropriated-25-million-to-leas-to-implement-the-requirement-to-screen-kindergarten-through-second-grade-students-for-risk-of-reading-difficulties-beginning-in-the-2025-26-school-year-what-types-of-expenditures-can-leas-use-these-funds-for
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/rd/rdrsspsubmitappfaqs.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/rd/rdrsspsubmitappfaqs.asp
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Getting Familiar With 53008

Download and skim read 
California Code, EDC 
53008. Note - select “PDF” at 
the top and download.

Note: You may access an 
overview document 
available on the California 
Dyslexia Initiative (CDI) 
webpage at 
sb114_overview (1).pdf 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vhWbRdkCQivIg7qIIVXFCgcUaG-dw1MG/view
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Screening for Risk of Reading 
Difficulties, Including Dyslexia

➔ On or before June 30, 2025, LEAs will adopt one or more screeners 
from the approved list.

➔ Starting in 2025/2026 school year, LEAs will assess each pupil in 
grades K - 2 (unless parent/guardian opts out).

➔ No later than 15 calendar days prior to screening, LEAs will notify 
parents/guardians and give option to opt out.

➔ If a new K-2 pupil enrolls, LEAs must screen within 45 calendar 
days of enrollment. 

➔ Results of screening, including how to interpret results and next 
steps, within 45 days (53008 k)

CA Ed Code 53008 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC
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California Literacy - Teaching & 
Learning (CA Dept of Education) 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cl/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cl/
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Screening Shall NOT Be . . .

These screening assessments shall not be considered an 
evaluation or diagnostic tool to establish eligibility for special 
education and related services or an evaluation to determine 
eligibility for a Section 504 plan.

Screening shall not be used for any high stakes purpose and not as 
a diagnosis of a disability.

Adapted California Code, 
EDC 53008. (g)(2) 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC
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Why Screen?

Screening is for all students to 
determine risk and who needs 
additional assessment and 
early intervention.

Instructional response is the KEY!



12 Universal Screening: K–2 Reading - International Dyslexia Association 

The Importance of Universal 
Screening

“Since research has shown that the rapid 
growth of the brain and its response to 
instruction in the primary years make the 
time from birth to age eight a critical 
period for literacy development (Nevills & 
Wolfe, 2009), it is essential to identify the  
instructional needs of struggling students 
as soon as possible. 

It is imperative to ‘catch them before 
they fail’ (Torgesen, 1998).”

https://dyslexiaida.org/universal-screening-k-2-reading/
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Instructional Response Is KEY

Provide supports and services appropriate to the specific 
challenges identified, which may include:
▪ Evidence-based literacy instruction focused on the pupil’s 

specific needs.
▪ Progress monitoring.
▪ Early intervention in the regular general education program.
▪ One-on-one or small group tutoring.
▪ Further evaluation or diagnostic assessment.

Adapted California Code, EDC 53008. (2)(l) 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=53008.&lawCode=EDC


14 Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Proactive, Preventive Approach

Universal screening for reading 
difficulties holds the promise of 
early intervention, allowing 
schools to identify at-risk students 
and implement targeted support 
before learning gaps widen. This 
proactive approach can prevent 
long-term academic, social, and 
emotional struggles. 



15

Supporting Older Striving Readers
▪ Explicit and systematic phonics and word study 

instruction targeted to students’ specific needs 
▪ Explicit instruction and a routine for breaking 

down larger words 
▪ Fluency practice to focus on improving 

accuracy, rate, and expression 
▪ Vocabulary building in context and content-area 

subjects Active reading strategies like 
summarizing, questioning, and visualizing 
High-interest texts that are age-appropriate and 
aligned with student interests 

▪ Small group or one-on-one interventions to 
personalize learning
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To Learn More . . .

Screening for Reading Difficulties Including Risk of 
Dyslexia_Padlet 

SCOE | Sacramento County READS Literacy Initiative

National Center on Improving Literacy 

 

https://padlet.com/twilson14/screening-for-reading-difficulties-including-risk-of-dyslexi-x94d19hh4weeiajd
https://padlet.com/twilson14/screening-for-reading-difficulties-including-risk-of-dyslexi-x94d19hh4weeiajd
https://www.scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/sacramentocountyreads/
https://www.improvingliteracy.org/

