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Hundreds of potentially toxic algae
outbreaks have plagued water in 2021

Fall typically marks the end of the algae
outbreak season for most of the U.S. This
year, news reports of the potentially toxic
blooms in bodies of water have soared to
at least 476, an eight percent increase over
the 439 outbreaks reported last year.

EWG tracks news reports of algae
outbreaks annually with our interactive
map, which includes reports reaching back
to 2010. As of October 14, this year has
already seen the second highest number of
outbreaks since we started tracking them
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SCIENCE ENVIRONMENT

Oregon Governor Deploys National Guard,

Declares Salem Water Situation Emergency
4 e By Dirk VanderHart (0rB)

UPDATE (May 31, 2:00 p.m. PT) — Gov. Kate Brown is declaring an emergency and mobilizing

Oregon National Guard soldiers in response to an ongoing water quality situation in and around
Salem.

Brown's office said Thursday the troops would bring large portable water tanks — known as water
buffaloes — to the Salem area to ease a shortage of bottled water. On Tuesday evening, the city of
Salem announced officials had detected low levels of cyanotoxins in the city's drinking water supply.

Related: Agencies Taking ‘Abundance Of Caution’ After Toxins Found In Salem Water

A toxic algae scare has left 500,000 people in Ohio

without drinking water

By Brad Plumer | @bradplumer | brad@vox.com | Aug 3, 2014,11:10am EDT

@ warned not to drink or boil their tap water since Saturday..

»
Sl The reason for the ban? Water officials in Toledo found
evidence of microcystin — a toxin created by blue-green algae
that can cause nausea and liver damage.

Officials are still conducting tests to figure out what
happened, but the most likely source of the toxin would be
the large algae bloom that's parked itself on the western edge
of Lake Erie — where Toledo gets its drinking water.

@ .WPTV
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Nearly 500,000 people in northwestern Ohio have been

A LARGE ALGAE BLOOM IS
PLANTED ON THE
WESTERN EDGE OF LAKE
ERIE
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center has run out of water twice but the city was bringing more. One
resident complained, "So they was not expecting a crowd when they put
the advisory out?"

The City of West Palm Beach information line spokesperson told WPTV
NewsChannel 5, "If you pay your water bill to the City of West Palm
Beach you are affected.”

"If you pay your water bill to the City of West Palm Beach
you are affected.”
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West Palm Beach begins water distribution




Natural Water Infrastructure is an asset because it renews water qualit
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Natural Water Infrastructure is a liability because it degrades water qual




Natural Water Infrastructure is a liability because it degrades water qual
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United States Government Accountability Office

GAO

Report to Congressional Requesters

June 2022

WATER QUALITY

Agencies Should Take
More Actions to
Manage Risks from
Harmful Algal Blooms
and Hypoxia



United States Government Accountability Office

m Report to Congressional Requesters

a | | NJdlgdatibtoomsare associatedwith hypoxia ¢ depleted oxygenlevelsin a water body in which most
animalscannotsurvive Hypoxiacanharm fisheriesand disrupt ecosystems
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Low-oxygen
conditions cause
animal mortality
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RADOR TECHNOLOGY

Dissolved Oxygen (mg/L)
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