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1
2
3.

Meeting called to order by chairperson Mott 10:10
Agenda approved no amendments Motion Jim Fedel second Kerry Romsa Unanimous approval
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss techniques that the committee has discovered to treat
EWM; decide on approach to support 2024; and suggest the amount of money PLA will spend in
2024 regarding EWM treatment.
A. Mott reviewed Eddie Heath of Onterra regarding extensive use of DASH ( DASH- diver assisted
scuba harvesting)to control EWM
a. Inresponse to ask if DASH or other hand pulling techniques would be a viable
population management tool in Pelican Lake especially in Outlet and Musky Bays
with heavy and dense populations
1. Will not have lowered populations even if $ 100,000 spent — too large and
too dense. The rate of increase will outpace growth rates.
2. DASH is most effective in a few acres not tens of acres
3. More effective near riparian properties to reduce nuisance plants over a few
weeks/months
4. Most lake groups are doing mechanical harvesting rather than DASH
5. Currently chemical treatment is the only technigue that will reduce EWM
populations for multiple years (| Ily say about 3 years) It will rebound and
reach pretreatment levels in 3-4 years
6. WDNR favors mechanical over chemical treatment
b. Onterra as part of the Lake Management Plan is compiling the EWM surveys from
2023 and will compare those with historical surveys. A detailed report will be issued
and used to decide on treatment approaches for 2024 and 2025

B. Mott referenced University of Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC)
a. Three types of approaches to EWM control
a) Mechanical/hand pulling

b) Biological — weevils used to control — works well in some settings and not at
all in others. Reasons unknown ; Onterra reported that the weevils are likely
here but are expensive and possible results unk

c) Chemical — effective but controversial due to concerns of side effects

C. Fedel suggests contacting lakes in the southern part of the state that have dealt with milfoil
for many years. Pewaukee and Madison area lakes. What successes have large lakes in the area
had in attacking EWM like Minoqua chain

D. Laurel Kniech suggested that she found little literary research concerning EWM ~ water
temperature and depth as well as covegetation. Much ask what can you deal with in your lake.



E. Crescent Lake reported to the PLA board regarding the use of ProcellaCOR as an aggressive
treatment on Crescent Lake in Oneida County. They had used Onterra but changed to another
firm. Mot clear why they changed.

F. Pointed out that it seems that Outlet has exploded with EWM. Several suggested that
prevailing winds carried fragments cut up by boats out of Musky Bay had led to explosion in
Dutlet. Also suggested that na treatment in Musky has negatively affected Outlet. Mott
suggested that fragmentation occurs naturally 2x a year and that at other times fragments won't
attach in new location. Experts not too concerned of boats cutting up EWM except during the
periods where auto fragmenting taking place.

Fedel suggested that if not treated North Bay, Guth Bay, Treacherous Bay, and and back of Antigo
Island will become like Outlet in a few years, Need DASH to limit increases in those areas.

Ed Ruecke| has done some research and agrees with Fedel assessment, Feels travel channels
through reeds and to main lake in Musky Bay should be mechanically treated for navigation.
Areas should also be buoyed to prevent more weed cutup and fragmentation,

G. Brian Schell sugpested a more aggressive approach is needed. |s not sure Onterra is the
correct consultant for PLA, Reinforced the idea of Outlet caused by ignoring Musky. Wants a
more aggressive approach to EWM and heawy weed growth,

H. Todd feels that Onterra has great experience and Is expert in the field,

I. Kerry also suggested that Bob and the PLA have a long term relationship with Onterra an
expert in the field. Once the Lake Management Plan is updated the PLA can lock at various
options in treatment as well as who provides direction,

5. Approaches for 2024

A. Romsa suggests 15 days of a combination of DASH and mechanical harvesting. The
cost S 2600/day for either treatment with Aquatic Plant Management. This groups is
who PLA has used for several years. He suggest up to 5 40,000 be approved with an
amendment to the 2024 budget first through the PL& board and then before the
membership in June. He further suggest that Onterra draw up a mapping plan to present
to apply for permitting of DASH and mechanical work in the different areas of Pelican
Lake. He suggests 3-5 of DASH days in Guth, Mud, Treacherous, and other areas as
needed. The rest of the time would be mechanical harvesting in Outlet and Musky.
Travel channels would be buoyed,

B. 5chell said that a private study revealed 6 inches of leaf matter over 18-24 inch of
sawdust on bottom has made Musky Bay so fertile and ideal growth medium for weeds,
Meed ta clear out the root cause and that the cutting would do little to end problem,
Need to do additional research to lake bottom,

Brian will head a subcommittee to look inte dredging as an alternative control
method. Members- lim Fedel and [ 7] Will report back to committee



Sankey reported heavy weed concentrations around 20% of Outlet Bay from 7 foot
depth to pencil reeds. Much worse that map shows.

VanLangen emphasized the use of buoys to mark travel routes.

Rueckel suggests 2024 be used to investigate chemical treatments — their positives,
negatives, and histories. He related negative impacts of chemical treatments in three
different studies he reviewed. Need to be very careful if and when PLA decides to use
chemicals to control EWM. Fedel points out how long chemicals for humans are studied
before being approved.

Vote taken to support 15 days of a combination mechanical harvesting and DASH ta
treat EWM in Pelican Lake for 2024. Up to % 40,000 would be allocated for this approach.

Motion Romsa second Mott Motion passed without opposition,
Meeting adjourned at 11:35
Submitted by Bob Mott

Chairperson Water Committee



