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Introduction

This book is the first one in the ‘Panjabi Made Easy’ series. It is meant
primarily for beginners of Panjabi. It may be of use to more advanced learners énd
teachers of students whose first or dominant language is English. Itis also the first
book in the series designed for those students preparing for the G.C.S.E.
examination in Panjabi.

Slightly modified Roman script is used throughout to facilitate the learning
of Panjabi sounds, but not to replace the Panjabi script. I believe that learpmg the
Panjabi script is an exciting intellectual adventure which must not be missed by
anyone interested in the language, though it is perfectly possible to learn spoken
Panjabi without learning the Panjabi script.

@

All learners are advised to listen attentively to native speake.rs of Panjabi..The
Panjabi script represents the Panjabi sounds fairly systematically (somet}me.s
more so than the Roman alphabet represents the English sounds), but no script is
perfect.

The meanings of some of the words used in each lesson are given in the lesson
itself. For the meanings of the other words, consult the list on pages 45-48.

J.S. Nagra.

An Important note on Pronunciation
Panjabi has ten sounds which are called vowel sounds. These are written with the
help of three letters:—

€, » and &. They can be divided into three groups.

(i) group—(u) e §= <3
(ii) group (a) Hom ow
(iii) group (i) fe & @

— Like the second sound in the English word put.
- — Like the second sound in the English word boot.

I~
QD@ @ g @

— This sound is also used by the older Punjabis in the word pole. Learn
it by imitating them.

(i) a - — Like the first sound in the English word about.
a v — Like the first sound in the English word arm.
> W — Like the second sound in the English word cat but slightly longer.
D n— Like the second sound in the English word pot but slightly longer.

(iii) i fg — Like the second sound in the English word fit.
& — Like the second sound in the English word deep.

—_

e ® — This sound is used by the older Punjabis in the word gate. Listen to
and imitate them.

Since we had to follow the principle of one sound, one symbol, and since there are
more sounds in Panjabi than there are letters in the English alphabet we had to add bars and
dots to some of the English letters and to introduce new symbols @ and o

A bar over the symbol (as 1n @. i, u) shows that the sound is long.

A dot under a symbol (as in t.d. 9..r) shows that the sound is produced by curling
the tongue against the roof of the mouth. It is very important to produce these sounds in this
way and not in the English way. otherwise there can be confusion. Without dots. t. d. nshould

be pronounced as in French and not as in English. (Help should be sought from a teacher of
French).

When h occurs after k. t, {. c. p (as in kh, th, th. ch. chh, ph) it should not be
pronounced as a separate sound but the sound preceding h should be pronounced with a
strong puff of air.

The symbol ~~ when placed over vowel letters indicates that the vowel is
pronounced both through the nose and the mouth.




PRONUNCIATION OF PANJABI
tth d. dh gl
and
t, th, d, dh.
Look at the following diagrams carefully and note the position of the tongue for
pronunciation of the Panjabi sounds compared with that for the English sounds. If you want

your spoken Panjabi to be properly understood. avoid pronouncing these sounds like the
English t and d.

When you pronounce the English t and d, the
tip and the upper side of your tongue touches
the gumridge behind the upper teeth.

English t and d

It is important that when you pronounce the
Panjabitthddhnrandl(2 3 3 © & 7 )
you should curl your tongue backwara and tHe
lower side of your tongue touch the hard palate.

Panjabi r

th d dh
Ed

t n
Y —a—
& B

93 o=

When you pronounce the Panjabi t th, d, dh,
3 ® % U the tip of your tongue should
touch your teeth.

Panjabit th d dh
4 8 @ W
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A'€l@®  saikal  Cycle

Y3®" Khota Donkey

I®!  Hazthi  Elephant

JIH&T Gamla Flowerpot

qgnt Kursi Chair dHI® Kaeemrd Camera

w3 Ghora  Horse | w3t Ghari  Watch




5 Nganga Nga

This letter is not used to begin a word

o

a Chacha cCch

WHY' Chamchd Spoon | '@  Chaki  Knife

At Jutti Shoes

E Chhachha Chh

2331 Chhatri Umbrella| 23 Chhatt Roof

g3T

Jhanda

Jug | H
5 Jhajha Jh

Flag

g7 Jhola Bag

10

E Njanja Nia

This letter is not used to begin a word

11




Banduk Rifle WaA'  Yakk3 Ace

Bhed Sheep Radio Ja3 Rabar Rubber

H Mama

Haait Murgi Hen | W&t Machhi  Fish B3

16 17
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TH Wal Hair | @H " W3j3 | 5 / \ -y
ajd Instrument | AT Sher Lion | edn Farsh Floor

kh

1 Rara R |
S e | Y cnakns
) > \ 1% 3 ;

\\\\

A
\\\\\

“
Wl
¢ o
‘‘‘‘‘

This letter is not used to begin a word U3 Khat L
Kha etter

FIET  Gubsra Balloon | JIBIE" Galicha Carpet

18 19




This letter is not used to begin

8J'd" Fuhard Fountain ?faﬂ Fridge
(o L
a word

Usmet '3 (Panjabi Alphabct) |
We call Panjabi alphabet Painti U’} | '3} also means thirty-five. There were originally
A letters in the Panjabi 431,  That is why it is called U3} The thirty five letters of
the Panjabi Painti are.
e " g A
ura sera iri sassa haha
u a i s h
d Y dl w 5]
kaka khakha gaga ghagha nganga
k kh g ah nga
d 8 H 38 15
chacha  chhachha jaja jhajha njanja
ch chh i jh nja
< ) 3 <
tainka thatha dada dhadha pana
t th d dh 0
3 g o g )
tata thatha dada dhadha nana
t th d dh n
y e - | g H
papa phapha baba bhabha mama
p ph. b bh. m
o d 3 < a8
yaya rara lala wawa rara
Yy r 1 v r
@, m and g are called swar ASd (Vowels) and the rest are called Vianjan

fewias (Consonants), Five extra fanfgs have been produced by putting a dot under the

Letter. These are.
H Yy | d S
shasha khakha gaga zaza fafa
sh o¢ I}?.. » g9 z f
21



This book is the first one in the ‘Panjabi Made Easy’ series. It is
meant primarily for beginners of Panjabi. It may be of use to |
more advanced learners and teachers of students whose first or
dominant language is English. It is also the first book in the series i
designed for those students preparing for the G.C.S.E.

examination in Panjabi.
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