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Dear Sir/MadamA S Bhachu
Ramgarhia Sikh Gurdwara Slough
Woodlands Avenue
Slough
Berkshire
SL1 3BU




[bookmark: Subject]THE RAMGARHIA SIKH GURDWARA SLOUGH: 1057208Charity Commission
PO Box 211
Bootle
L20 7YX

[bookmark: Tel]T: 0300 065 1753

[bookmark: AddressRef]Your ref: 
[bookmark: CCRef]Our ref: RC/1057208/C-472183/LAW

[bookmark: Date]Date: 05 June 2018


We are writing to you as the designated correspondent of the above registered charity. A copy of this letter has also been sent to each trustee individually.

Since our previous correspondence with the trustees in April, the Commission has received further allegations including the continued failure to hold elections in accordance with the governing document for the charity, and the trustee’s reluctance to engage in independent mediation which would seek to resolve outstanding disputed matters.

It is the Commissions view that the managing committee hold the responsibility for resolving this matter and it is our advice that independent legal advice should be obtained by the trustees. 

The trustees will need to present the whole situation to their legal advisors and will be expected (together), to fully consider the advice that they receive and act accordingly. I will stress again – this matter is for the trustees to resolve.

Regulatory Advice given under Section 15 (2) of the Charity’s Act 2011

Given it would appear the elections have still not taken place; and attempts to resolve what appears to be an internal dispute have failed; the trustees should seek to appoint an Independent Election Supervisor who is professionally trained in running elections and holding AGM’s. 

An Independent Election Supervisor will be able to manage risks and advise on procedure for members and trustees in the holding of the elections, this will include validating the membership of the charity

The Commission expects the trustees to attend to this immediately in order for the elections to be held in accordance with the governing document which is in the best interest of the charity and its members.

We expect to hear back from the trustees by 13 July with confirmation of what steps will be taken to ensure a proper and orderly election will take place and a proposed date for the election. 

If we determine that the trustees are not taking the necessary steps to resolve these issues this may be considered as misconduct and/or mismanagement by the managing committee and so we would need to consider further regulatory action if remedial action is not sought to resolve this matter. 

This letter should be discussed collectively by the trustees and a response sent to the following email address by 13 July.
 
RCCorres1@charitycommission.gsi.gov.uk 

I hope this letter is clear and fully explains the Commissions position on the matter.

Yours sincerely
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Laura Wainwright

Charity Commission – Regulatory Compliance 
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