
 

 

 

 
 

Garden Tool Hire Providers Compared 
Which type of provider is actually the better fit? 

 
A lot of people assume garden tool hire is basically the same wherever you go. Find a mower, hire a 
hedge trimmer, job done. In reality, providers vary quite a bit in range, coverage, delivery options 
and who they are really set up for. 
 
Some are better for broad national coverage and easy online hire. Some are stronger on landscaping 
and heavier garden equipment. Some are better if you want a local depot and a more direct, 
practical service. The right provider is not just the one with a website and a strimmer. It is the one 
that fits the scale of the job, the urgency, the equipment needed and how you want to collect or 
receive it.  
 

The Core Difference 
 
When comparing garden tool hire providers, the real differences usually come down to: 

 coverage  
 range of garden equipment  
 delivery or click and collect options  
 domestic vs trade focus  
 how easy the booking process is  
 whether they are geared more to light garden maintenance or heavier landscaping work  

 
For this comparison, the strongest UK options to look at are: 

 HSS  
 Brandon Hire Station  
 Sunbelt Rentals  
 Speedy Hire  
 Smiths Hire as a strong regional example with national capability in some areas  

 
Each one has a slightly different operating model.  

 
At a Glance 

Provider Best For Main Strength Watch Out For 

HSS 
DIY users and general 
domestic hire 

Easy online hire, click & 
collect, broad garden range 

Better for mainstream kit 
than niche landscaping 
machines 

Brandon 
Hire Station 

National trade and 
domestic users 

Strong landscaping range and 
broad branch access 

Availability may vary by 
branch 



 

 

Provider Best For Main Strength Watch Out For 

Sunbelt 
Rentals 

Larger jobs and more 
serious landscaping 
needs 

Wide landscaping range, 
national delivery, bigger fleet 

Often feels more trade-
oriented 

Speedy Hire 
Trade users and larger 
operational needs 

Strong landscaping category 
and wider hire infrastructure 

Less garden-first in feel than 
HSS or Brandon 

Smiths Hire 
Regional users wanting 
local support 

Good gardening range, 
depot-led service, practical 
support 

Not as nationally convenient 
as the biggest chains 

 

HSS Compared 
 
HSS is one of the most straightforward providers for general tool and equipment hire, with online 
ordering, click and collect, and free delivery on selected items. Its outdoor gardening categories 
include lawn care and a broader gardening section covering things like shredders, wood chippers, 
chainsaws, rotavators, strimmers and blowers.  
 
Where HSS is strongest 
HSS is usually a solid option for: 

 standard domestic garden jobs  
 short-term hire  
 people who want an easier online process  
 users who like click and collect  
 common tools rather than highly specialist equipment  

 
It is especially good when the task is fairly standard and you want a known national brand with a 
simple booking route.  
 
Where HSS is weaker 
HSS does carry proper garden equipment, including rotavators and lawn care kit, but it feels more 
generalist than specialist. If your project leans toward heavier landscaping, fencing or bigger site-
style garden work, you may find Brandon or Sunbelt gives you a more landscaping-focused range. 
That is an inference based on the way each provider structures and markets its categories.  
 
Best fit 
Best for domestic users and standard garden maintenance hire. 
 

Brandon Hire Station Compared 
 
Brandon Hire Station has strong national coverage through its branch finder and tool shop network, 
and its gardening and landscaping section is one of the more complete ones. It specifically lists 
cultivators, hedge trimmers, post drivers, post hole borers, rotavators, stump grinders, turf cutters 
and wood chippers.  



 

 

Where Brandon is strongest 
Brandon looks particularly strong when: 

 the job goes beyond basic garden maintenance  
 you need landscaping equipment rather than just trimming tools  
 you want a national provider with branch options  
 you may need heavier or more specialist outdoor kit  

That wider landscaping depth gives it a strong middle ground between domestic-friendly hire and 
more serious site-style garden work.  
 
Where Brandon is weaker 
Like most branch-based hire businesses, actual stock depth may vary by location, so it is sensible to 
treat the website range as the menu, not a guarantee that every depot has every machine sitting 
there waiting for you. The branch network is a strength, but availability still needs checking.  
 
Best fit 
Best for users who want a strong national provider with a broader landscaping range. 
 

Sunbelt Rentals Compared 
 
Sunbelt is the heavyweight in this group for larger-scale hire infrastructure. Its UK site says it offers 
equipment nationwide and describes itself as having the UK and Ireland’s largest hire fleet. Its 
gardening and landscaping category includes brushcutters, hedge trimmers, lawnmowers, leaf 
blowers, pole hedge pruners, post hole borers, rotavators and turf cutters. It also highlights 
nationwide availability and local support on category pages.  
 
Where Sunbelt is strongest 
Sunbelt is usually the strongest option when: 

 the job is larger  
 the project feels closer to landscaping than weekend gardening  
 you want a serious equipment fleet  
 delivery and national infrastructure matter  
 trade-grade hire support is important  

 
It looks particularly good for heavier-duty garden and landscaping tasks, or where you want a 
provider that can scale with the project.  
 
Where Sunbelt is weaker 
Sunbelt is highly capable, but it can feel more trade-led than casual-DIY-led. For a simple domestic 
tidy-up, it may be more provider than you actually need. Not a flaw, just a fit issue. That is an 
inference based on its fleet positioning and service model.  
 
Best fit 
Best for larger landscaping jobs, trade users, and heavier-duty outdoor work. 
 



 

 

 
 
Speedy Hire Compared 
 
Speedy Hire is another major national player. Its site positions it as a leading UK tool hire provider 
with a landscaping category, and it actively promotes seasonal landscaping equipment including 
hedge trimmers, blowers, rotavators and turf cutters. Some listings also show click and collect 
eligibility.  
 
Where Speedy is strongest 
Speedy is usually strongest when: 

 you want a large national provider  
 the hire need sits within a broader project  
 you may need non-garden equipment alongside garden kit  
 you are comfortable with a more trade-oriented supplier  

Its landscaping offer is credible, and because Speedy is a big multi-category hire business, it can be 
useful if the project spills into access, compaction, power or site kit as well.  
 
Where Speedy is weaker 
Speedy does have garden equipment, but it is not as garden-first in presentation as HSS or Brandon. 
It reads more like a wider hire ecosystem with a landscaping lane inside it. For users who just want 
an easy, obvious garden hire route, that may feel less intuitive. That is an inference from how the 
site is structured.  
 
Best fit 
Best for trade users or mixed projects that need garden and non-garden hire together. 
 

Smiths Hire Compared 
 
Smiths Hire is a good example of a strong regional player. It says it is a regional award-winning 
provider with national capability in powered access and plant, and its gardening section includes 
everything from general gardening tools to rough-cut mowers and chainsaws. Local depot pages also 
highlight rotavators, hedge trimmers, scarifiers and chainsaws in places like Leeds and Castleford.  
 
Where Smiths is strongest 
Smiths is a strong choice when: 

 you want a more local depot-led experience  
 you are in one of its service areas  
 you value direct regional support  
 you want strong practical garden kit without going to a giant national chain  

 
For some users, local-style support beats corporate scale every time. Less glossy, more useful. 
Sometimes that is exactly what you want.  
 
Where Smiths is weaker 
Compared with the biggest nationals, it is not as universally convenient across the whole UK. So this 
is a better option where it has strong local presence, rather than as a default national answer.  



 

 

Best fit 
Best for regional users who want practical support and solid gardening equipment 
without relying on the biggest chains. 
 

Which Provider is Best by Use Case? 
 
Best for basic domestic garden jobs 
HSS usually comes out well here because of the simple online journey, click and collect network and 
broad domestic-friendly range.  
Best for landscaping depth 
 
Brandon Hire Station looks particularly strong because its gardening and landscaping category goes 
well beyond basic trimming and mowing into turf cutters, stump grinders, post hole borers and 
wood chippers.  
Best for bigger or more demanding projects 
 
Sunbelt Rentals looks strongest for heavier-duty and more serious projects thanks to its nationwide 
delivery model, large fleet positioning and broad landscaping range.  
Best for mixed site needs 
 
Speedy Hire is a good fit when the garden hire is part of a bigger project and you may also need 
plant, access, power or other site kit.  
Best for local practical support 
 
Smiths Hire is a strong regional option where it operates, especially if you want depot-level support 
and a practical approach to garden and landscaping tool hire.  
 

Common Mistakes People Make 
 
1. Choosing based only on headline price 
The cheapest daily rate is not always the best value if the provider has weaker availability, less 
suitable equipment or awkward collection terms. 
 
2. Assuming all hire firms carry the same garden range 
They do not. Some are clearly stronger on general maintenance, while others are stronger on 
landscaping or trade-level equipment.  
 
3. Ignoring coverage and logistics 
A provider with brilliant equipment is still useless if it is awkward to collect from or does not serve 
your area properly.  
 
4. Over-hiring from a trade-heavy provider for a tiny domestic job 
Sometimes you need a hedge trimmer, not a full procurement strategy. 
 
5. Underestimating the value of local support 
A good regional depot can sometimes outperform a national chain for practical service, advice and 
speed. 



 

 

 

Final Verdict 
 
HSS is usually the best fit for straightforward domestic users who want a simple, mainstream hire 
route.  
 
Brandon Hire Station is one of the strongest all-rounders for national coverage plus broader 
landscaping depth.  
 
Sunbelt Rentals is the strongest choice for larger-scale, heavier-duty or more trade-oriented 
landscaping work.  
 
Speedy Hire is a good operational fit when garden hire is part of a wider project.  
 
Smiths Hire is a strong regional option where local depot support matters.  
 
The smartest decision comes down to one question: 
Do you need the simplest domestic hire route, the broadest landscaping range, or the strongest 
operational support for a larger project? 
 
That is the real comparison. 
 

Practical Conclusion for Helpme-HireIt 
 
If the job is a normal domestic garden task, start with HSS or Brandon Hire Station. If the work is 
heavier, broader or more trade-led, Sunbelt Rentals and Speedy Hire become more compelling. If 
you have a strong regional supplier like Smiths Hire in your area, do not ignore it just because it is 
not the loudest national name. 
 
The best provider is not the one with the biggest logo. It is the one with the right kit, sensible access 
to it, and a hire process that does not become harder than the garden job itself. 
 
Disclaimer: This comparison is provided by www.helpme-hireit.co.uk for general guidance only and does not constitute professional, 
legal, financial, insurance or hiring advice. Product, service and supplier suitability, pricing, availability, terms, performance and outcomes 
can vary depending on location, provider, specification, intended use and individual circumstances. Always check the latest supplier 
information and, where appropriate, seek advice from a qualified professional before making any booking, hiring or purchase decisions. 
Helpme Solutions Group Ltd accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance on this content. 

 
 
 
  


