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Access Equipment Providers Compared
Which type of provider is actually the better fit?

A lot of people assume access equipment hire is all the same: find a ladder, book a tower, maybe get
a cherry picker, done. In reality, providers split quite sharply into two camps: specialist powered-
access firms for MEWPs and higher-risk working-at-height jobs, and general hire firms for ladders,
towers, podiums and simpler low-level access. That distinction matters because the best provider for
a 20m boom lift is not necessarily the best provider for a one-day podium tower.

The real differences usually come down to:
o fleet depth
e nationwide coverage
e delivery and collection
e training and compliance support
e whether they suit trade or domestic users
e whether the job is low-level access or true powered access

For this comparison, the strongest UK names to benchmark are:
¢ Nationwide Platforms
e AFI-Uplift / AFI Rentals
e Speedy Powered Access
e Sunbelt Rentals
e HSS
¢ Brandon Hire Station

At a Glance
|Provider HBest For ”Main Strength HWatch Out For
Nationwide Specialist powered |[Huge fleet, national depots, ||[More specialist than casual-
Platforms access strong height range DIY friendly
Powered access
AFI-Uplift / AFI|| . . Strong fleet, training offer, More trade-oriented than
with training . . . .
Rentals broad machine mix simple tool-hire style access
support
Speed Wide range, strong UK . .
peedy Access hire within ) & 8 Less suited to simple ladder-
Powered ) service centre coverage, part .
larger projects . and-tower-only hires
Access of wider Speedy offer
Mixed access needs, .
Sunbelt Broad powered and low-level ||Can feel more operational and

from towers to ) .
Rentals access, national delivery trade-led
MEWPs




HelpMe
Hirelt

Provider HBest For ”Main Strength HWatch Out For

Domestic and lichter Easy route for ladders,
HSS g towers, platforms, click &

access needs .
collect style convenience

Not the deepest specialist
powered-access option

. . . Strong ladders, towers, Specialist MEWP depth not at
Brandon Hire ||Nationwide general . .
) . podiums, plus some powered |[the same level as the biggest
Station access hire .
access powered-access firms

Nationwide Platforms Compared

Nationwide Platforms positions itself as the UK’s market-leading powered access provider, with a
fleet of over 12,000 machines. Its hire range covers boom lifts, scissor lifts and other powered access
categories, with booms reaching up to 58.5m and low-level access options up to 8m. It also states
that it has local depots spread nationally across the country.

Where Nationwide Platforms is strongest
Nationwide is usually the strongest fit when:
e the job genuinely needs specialist powered access
e height, outreach and machine choice matter
e you want a provider built around working at height rather than general tool hire
e the project has a stronger compliance and safety emphasis
This is the provider that makes most sense when you are into real MEWP territory rather than just
“need something to reach that bit up there.”

Where Nationwide Platforms is weaker

For straightforward domestic-style access needs such as a basic ladder, podium or small tower,
Nationwide can be more specialist than you actually need. It is excellent at powered access, but that
is not the same as being the most friction-free option for every low-level one-off hire. That is an
inference from its positioning, fleet mix and service model.

Best fit
Best for specialist powered access, higher-reach jobs and trade users who need proper MEWP
support.

AFI-Uplift / AFI Rentals Compared

AFI describes itself as a leading powered access hire specialist with over 20 years’ experience. Across
AFIl group pages, it says it operates from 20 UK locations, has a fleet of more than 6,000 to 7,000
powered access machines, and provides training for more than 30,000 people each year. Its hire
categories include scissor lifts, mast lifts, spider lifts, articulated and telescopic booms, truck mounts,
van mounts and underbridge units, with reach heights up to 75m referenced on its specialist access

page.
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Where AFl is strongest
AFl is particularly strong when:

e you want a serious powered-access specialist

e training and accredited support matter

e the job needs more than basic scissor lifts

e specialist vehicle-mounted, tracked or bridge-access options may be relevant
It is one of the clearest “working at height is our whole thing” providers in the market.

Where AFl is weaker

Like Nationwide, AFl is more specialist and trade-led than a simple ladders-and-towers hire route.
For a small domestic decorating job, it may be a bit like bringing a boardroom deck to a shed tidy-up.
Capable, yes. Necessary, not always. That is an inference based on its powered-access-heavy service
mix.

Best fit
Best for powered-access-heavy projects, specialist machine needs and users who value training
support.

Speedy Powered Access Compared

Speedy Powered Access says it is one of the UK’s largest providers of specialist powered access
equipment, training and services. It states that it has over 5,500 assets and offers the UK’s widest
range of powered access equipment for hire, including scissor lifts, boom lifts, cherry pickers,
personnel lifts, truck mounts, van mounts, trailer-mounted booms and spider tracked booms. It also
says its specialist service centres are spread across the UK.

Where Speedy Powered Access is strongest
Speedy Powered Access is especially useful when:
e the access requirement is part of a wider project
e you already use Speedy or want a provider tied into a broader hire ecosystem
e you need a serious range of powered access kit
e training and service support matter
Its biggest edge is that it combines specialist access capability with the wider operational reach of
the Speedy group.

Where Speedy Powered Access is weaker

For smaller, simpler jobs, Speedy Powered Access can feel more like a specialist division than a
lightweight access-hire route. If all you need is a platform ladder or compact podium, HSS or
Brandon may be the cleaner user journey. That is an inference from the provider’s positioning and
offer depth.

Best fit
Best for powered access on broader site projects or for users already working within the Speedy
ecosystem.
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Sunbelt Rentals Compared

Sunbelt Rentals says it offers equipment nationwide with the UK and Ireland’s largest hire fleet. Its
powered-access category includes scissor lifts, tracked booms and vertical masts, while its low-level
access range covers towers, podiums, staging and push-around platforms. It also highlights fast UK
delivery and expert advice across low-level and access categories.

Where Sunbelt is strongest
Sunbelt is the broadest all-rounder here for mixed access needs. It works well when:
e you may need both low-level and powered access
e the projectis trade-led
e delivery and national operational capability matter
e the access job sits inside a bigger construction or maintenance package
It is strong because it is not boxed into one access niche. It covers a lot of ground operationally.

Where Sunbelt is weaker

It can feel more infrastructure-heavy than casual-user-friendly. For domestic one-off access jobs, the
journey may be more provider than you need, even though the kit depth is strong. That is an
inference based on its national plant-and-equipment positioning.

Best fit
Best for trade users, mixed access requirements and projects that may span towers, podiums and
powered access.

HSS Compared

HSS offers a wide range of access equipment including ladders, steps, towers, scaffolding, trestles,
stagings and work platforms. Its public hire pages emphasise easy assembly, safe working at height
and a straightforward route into lower-level access products. Some product pages also promote
same-day delivery and nationwide click and collect on selected items. HSS ProService pages
additionally show low-level powered access and tower options for site use.

Where HSS is strongest
HSS is usually strongest when:
e the job is domestic or light trade
e you need ladders, steps, podiums or towers
e the priority is convenience and easy booking
e you want a less specialist-feeling hire route
For low-level access and everyday working-at-height tasks, HSS is often the most practical and least
overcomplicated route.

Where HSS is weaker
HSS does cover some low-level powered access, but it is not positioned as a top-tier specialist MEWP
provider on the scale of Nationwide, AFl or Speedy Powered Access. If the job needs significant

outreach, bigger scissor fleets or higher booms, the specialists are stronger.
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Best fit
Best for ladders, towers, podiums and practical lower-level access hire.

Brandon Hire Station Compared

Brandon Hire Station offers access equipment including ladders, scaffold towers, podiums, platforms
and work platforms, with nationwide delivery and expert support. It also has a powered access
section covering cherry pickers, low-level access platforms and scissor lifts.

Where Brandon is strongest
Brandon is a good middle-ground option when:
e you want a national provider
e the job is mostly general access hire
e you may want some powered access options without going straight to a pure specialist
e you value branch-and-delivery style convenience
It has a broader general-access feel than the specialist powered-access firms, but more access depth
than a very basic tool-only offer.

Where Brandon is weaker

Its powered access offer is real, but the specialist depth and market positioning are not at the same
level as Nationwide Platforms, AFl or Speedy Powered Access. So it is a solid hybrid choice, but not
the obvious first pick for highly specialist MEWP jobs. That is an inference from the provider mix and
product positioning.

Best fit
Best for general access hire with some powered-access capability in the mix.

Which Provider Is Best by Use Case?

Best for specialist powered access

Nationwide Platforms and AFI-Uplift / AFl Rentals are the strongest pure specialists here.
Nationwide stands out for scale and market-leading positioning, while AFl stands out for specialist
reach, machine mix and training support.

Best for powered access inside a wider project
Speedy Powered Access is a strong fit when access hire is part of a wider operational or site package
and you want the support structure of the wider Speedy group.

Best all-rounder for mixed access needs
Sunbelt Rentals is probably the broadest operational option because it spans powered access,
towers, podiums and low-level access under one large national hire structure.

Best for simple ladders, towers and podiums
HSS is usually the cleanest answer for everyday lower-level access needs. It is practical, accessible

and less specialist-heavy. Brandon Hire Station is also strong here, especially if you want nationwide
delivery plus a slightly broader hire mix.
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Common Mistakes People Make

1. Using a specialist MEWP provider for a simple low-level job
That can work, but it is not always the most efficient route. Sometimes you need a podium tower,
not a full access strategy.

2. Using a general hire firm when the job really needs specialist powered access
If height, outreach, compliance or machine type genuinely matter, the specialists are a better call.

3. Choosing purely on price

Access hire is not just about daily rate. Delivery, machine suitability, support and safe job fit matter
just as much. Sunbelt, HSS and Brandon all explicitly foreground support or expert advice in their
access categories.

4. Ignoring training and compliance support
AFl, Speedy Powered Access and Nationwide all lean heavily into training or working-at-height
support, which is a big clue about who they are built for.

5. Picking the provider before defining the job

Low-level indoor maintenance, external decorating, tracked access on awkward ground and 20m
boom work are not remotely the same thing. Treating them as the same is how people end up hiring
the wrong kit.

Final Verdict
Nationwide Platforms is the strongest choice for specialist powered access and serious MEWP
requirements.

AFI-Uplift / AFI Rentals is a close competitor if you want a specialist provider with strong training
support and a very broad access fleet.

Speedy Powered Access is excellent when the access hire sits inside a broader project or
procurement setup.

Sunbelt Rentals is the best all-round operational option for mixed access needs across low-level and
powered access.

HSS and Brandon Hire Station are the smarter route for ladders, towers, podiums and more
mainstream access needs.

The smart choice comes down to one question:
Do you need simple access equipment, or do you need a true powered-access specialist?
That is the split that actually matters.
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Practical Conclusion for Helpme-Hirelt

If the job is a normal decorating, maintenance or light access task, start with HSS or Brandon Hire
Station. If the project involves true powered access, larger working heights or more technical
working-at-height needs, look first at Nationwide Platforms, AFl, or Speedy Powered Access. If the
project spans multiple access types or sits inside a wider site package, Sunbelt Rentals is a very
strong operational choice.

The best provider is not the one with the fanciest cherry picker photo. It is the one whose access
offer matches the job without adding cost, complexity or avoidable risk.

Disclaimer: This comparison is provided by www.helpme-hireit.co.uk for general guidance only and does not constitute professional,
legal, financial, insurance or hiring advice. Product, service and supplier suitability, pricing, availability, terms, performance and outcomes
can vary depending on location, provider, specification, intended use and individual circumstances. Always check the latest supplier
information and, where appropriate, seek advice from a qualified professional before making any booking, hiring or purchase decisions.
Helpme Solutions Group Ltd accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance on this content.




