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65 Years of Red Devils Football

A new decade. a new beginning. 
The Road to 1987

il d / /

The story of Ridge Football in the 1980s wasn’t
written in a single season. It was built one

practice, one game, and one team at a time. 

1980 Ridge
Red Devils
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65 Years of Red Devils Football

the road to 1987
Champions aren’t built overnight.

il d / /

The early 1980s
tested Ridge

Football.
Heartbreak,

injuries, and near
misses became part

of the journey.
Every season
brought the

program one step
closer to making

history.
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Expectations were high entering 1981, but an
inexperienced roster, key injuries, and a demanding

schedule quickly took their toll. The Red Devils battled
through the tough season, finishing 2-7.

65 Years of Red Devils Football

a season of adversity

il d / /
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Just two years after a 2-7 season, Ridge completed an
impressive turnaround, finishing 7-3 and capturing the

1983 MVC division title. 

65 Years of Red Devils Football

turning the corner
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1983

Bill Haynes averaged 3.9 yards
per carry for the Red Devils this

season. 

Coach Bush with co-
captains 

Jim Flanagan and Mike
Ford. 

1983 Varsity Team 
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Just as Ridge appeared to regain its momentum, new
challenges emerged. Injuries, close losses, and smaller

rosters made the mid-1980s another difficult stretch. Yet
through every setback, Coach Bush's teams continued to

compete with determination and pride.

65 Years of Red Devils Football

history repeats itself

il d / /



1961 2026

65 Years of Red Devils Football

The Leaders who kept ridge going

il d / /

Winning seasons were harder to find, but
Ridge never stopped producing leaders. These
captains and Coach Bush carried the program

through difficult years and helped preserve
the winning culture Coach Bush had built. 

Dan Pace
Co-captain

Chris Bell
Co-captain

Dave Saraceno
Co-captain

Coach 
Harry Bush 
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Rebuilding the foundation 
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Three difficult seasons hadn’t broken the program. They
had strengthened it. Coach Harry Bush never

compromised the culture he had built, and the lessons
learned through adversity prepared Ridge for what would

come next.
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1987
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The wait was over...
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