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65 Years of Red Devils Football

After Ridge captured its first sate
championship in 1987, Coach Bush retired

and the program entered a period of
transition. In 1991, Tom Falato took the

reins, beginning a new era and laying the
foundation for future success. 
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a new era begins
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Ridge finishes 6–3 in Coach Falato’s
first season.
Defense allows just 12 points per game.
A strong foundation was laid for the
years ahead. 

il d / /

A winning start
1991
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1992 and 1993 tested Ridge as Coach Falato
rebuilt the program.
By 1994, the Red Devils showed clear signs of
progress despite a 3-6 record. 
The 1994 yearbook called it Ridge’s most
successful season since Coach Falato took over. 
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Growing pains
1992-1994
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1995: Winning season (6-3)
1996: Another winning season (6-3)
1997: MVC Champions (8-1), first conference
title in a decade
1998: Another winning season (7-3), offense
averaged over 30 points per game
1999: Finished 7-3, extending Ridge’s streak
to five consecutive winning seasons 
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The rise of ridge
1995-1999
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stars of the 1990s
Ed Esposito 

Rushed for over 1,000 yards
One of Ridge’s premier running backs of the 1990s
Helped lead Ridge’s return to winning football 
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stars of the 1990s
Erik Dial

Completed 163 passes for 2,333 yards and 23
touchdowns
Rewrote Ridge’s passing record 
Helped lead Ridge to the 1997 MVC Championship
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stars of the 1990s
Bert Watts
Scored 25 TDs as a
senior
Helped lead Ridge to
the 1997 MVC
Championship
Excelled at
quarterback, running
back, wide receiver,
and safety
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stars of the 1990s
Joey Stout

42.6-yard punting
average
60% of kickoffs resulted
touchbacks
 All-Somerset
placekicker as a junior
Helped lead Ridge to the
1997 MVC Championship
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the 1990s: 

a decade of renewal

The foundation was in place for an even
bigger achievement in the years ahead.

Next stop...
 2003 
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