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a program rebuilt 
The 1990s brought both success and challenges

under Coach Tom Falato. By 2001, his efforts
were recognized when he was named Coach of

the Year.

When Coach Falato took over in
1991, he was told the program
might have just one season left

because Ridge football was likely to
be disbanded. More than a decade

later, his hard work had helped
rebuild Ridge into a playoff

contender, setting the stage for
2003. 
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High

expectations for

2003
“The sky’s the limit for
Ridge.” 

18 returning lettermen from
the 2002 playoff team. 

“Look for this explosive club
to be a factor in North
Jersey, Section 2, Group III.”

-The Courier News Preseason Preview 
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a strong start
Ranked No. 5, Ridge opened the season with a gritty

17-14 win over Watchung Hills. 
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living up to the hype
“Unbeaten Ridge, off to its best start ever...”

-The Star-Ledger, October 18, 2003

By mid-October,
Ridge had lived
up to preseason

expectations
with a perfect

5-0 start.
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leading the way
Senior quarterback Tim Howarth was a
driving force behind Ridge’s standout

2003 season, leading the offense
through its undefeated start and

helping put Ridge in a position for a
playoff berth.
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key player

Rushed for 4 TDs against Gov. Livingstion
206 rushing yards vs. Johnson
131 rushing yards, 2 TDs vs. Hillside

Senior running back Matt
Mullen was a key part of

Ridge’s offense, consistently
producing big games during
the Red Devils’ push toward

the playoffs. 
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Playoff bound
A 37-6 win over Hillside clinched Ridge’s

place in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 state playoffs. 
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a sudden turn
Ridge had secured its playoff spot and

looked ready for a deep run.

Then everything changed.

Part 2 tomorrow... 
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