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an unexpected turn
2003      Part 2

Ridge entered the playoffs after a strong season
led by Tim Howarth and Matt Mullen.

But the postseason would test the Red Devils in
an unexpected way. 
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the playoffs begin
Ridge opened the state playoffs on the road against

unbeaten No. 2 seed Phillipsburg. Both teams entered
averaging  more than 30 points per game, setting up a

major first-round showdown. 
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a tough start 
In front of a crowd 4,000 at Maloney Stadium,
Ridge found itself down 14-0 at the start of the

2nd quarter.  

Against an unbeaten Phillipsburg team, the Red
Devils suddenly had to play from behind. 

14-0
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a devastating blow
Early in the second quarter, Tim Howarth

was hit after just releasing a pass.

The injury ended his season and left Ridge
without its starting quarterback.
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ready when called
Down 14-0 with Howarth sidelined,
Ridge turned to backup quarterback

Steve Monastero, who had yet to
take a game snap all season. 

 But would he deliver?   

Steve Monastero
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Monastero threw for 203 yards and 3 TD passes
and added a 5-yard TD run. His game-winning

pass  to John D’Agostini came with just 1:13
remaining.

65 Years of Red Devils Football

Monastero delivers
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One win away
Ridge punched its

ticket to the
sectional final

with a hard-fought
23-7 semifinal win
over Livingston.

Matt Mullen
powered the

offense with 135
rushing yards and
2 TDs, while Steve
Monastero helped
guide Ridge to the

championship
game.
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On a blustery night in December, a crowd of
3,000 gathered at Giants Stadium for the

North Jersey, Section 2, Group III final
between Ridge and Scotch Plains-Fanwood. 

The big stage 
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Ridge took control early and never let go.
Monastero completed his first 10 passes,

while Matt Mullen rushed for 118 yards and
3 TDs. The defense dominated as the Red

Devils shut out Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 27-0.

a dominant finish 

A group of Ridge defenders swarm Scoth Plains-Fanwood runnning back Kyle Bakeris.
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Coach Falato hugs right tackle Phil Klaas following 
the victory at Giants Stadium. 

“It was a great win and we are glad we can
bring it home for Ridge High School.” 

-Coach Tom Falato
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