
H.C. Hart’s Contributions by Patrick Jones 
 
Henry Cowles Hart was born August 19, 1818 in Bristol, Harford, Connecticut to Orrin and Eunice Hart.  Little is known about 
the early days of his life, but according to the introduction from his fife and drum manual, he received a “thorough practical 
course of instructions from the Drum Major of the Military Academy at Middletown, Conn., under Professor Patridge.” 
(Partridge) Connecticut Births and Christenings, 1649-1906    
 
 
At some point, Hart moved from his place of birth in Connecticut to Canandaigua, Ontario, New York.  In the 1860 census he 
is listed as a “woodturner”, age 42, and birthplace Connecticut.  He must have been an accomplished musician at this time, 
because the very next year he enlisted as Drum Major of the 20th New York State Militia, later designated the 80th New York 
State Volunteers.  
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In this muster roll of the 80th N.Y.S.V., 
we can see Henry C. Hart enlisted on 
October 1, 1861 as Drum Major.  His 
age is 43, which is consistent with his 
birth year.  Also, Kingston, New York is 
at the southeastern corner of New 
York, close to the Connecticut border.   



Hart’s enlistment with the 80th was meant to be for 3 years, however, by 1862 he was tasked with finding drummers for the 
71st New York State Militia.  According to the Mattatuck Drum Band’s records, Hart was employed in early 1862 by the 71st’s  
Quartermaster George W. Roosevelt.  This is corroborated in the regimental history as well.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Volume 1 Number 1 March 
1973 Ancient Times 

The last line of this entry is most interesting, indicating 
that the style of drumming was not what the soldiers were 
used to hearing.  Also, the nickname “Connecticut Pie” 
would coincide with Hart’s birthplace, as well as 
supporting the fact that the drummers were not native 
New Yorkers.    
 
History of the 71st Regiment N.G.N.Y  



 
 
 

 

Left: Fourth of July celebration 
activities from July 1862.  The “Drum 
and Fife Corps” are featured a 
number of times including their 
selections of music.  
 
History of the 71st Regiment N.G.N.Y  

Finally, Hart enlists in the 17th 
New York National Guard for a 
period of 30 days as “Drum 
Major.”   



Prior to the American Civil War, the 71st New York existed as a militia organization.  As such, they were required to drill and train in a military 
fashion.  As such, music was an integral part of the marching and training.  In 1853, a Drum Corps was organized of boys.  Their uniforms consisted 
of “red jackets, white belts and blue trousers, the cap being red with white and blue trimmings.”  Also, a brass band was enlisted under the 
leadership of Harvey J. Dodworth.   
 
In 1857, the leader of the drum corps was “Mr. Conklin.”  This is a significant detail due to the fact that in Hart’s New and Improved Instructor for 
the Drum he states, “The two following tunes are inserted by request, being original, and beat by Matthew Conklin, Drum Major of Dodworth’s 
celebrated Brass Band, N.Y.”            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t appear that Conklin was ever Drum Major of the Dodworth Band.  That position was held by Harvey Dodworth until 
December of 1865 when it was turned over to David L. Downing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taken from: History of 
the 71st Regiment 
N.G.N.Y  
  

Taken from: History of 
the 71st Regiment 
N.G.N.Y  
  



 
 
 
Hart also attributes other tunes as being played by “A. Lydecker for many years fifer in Dodworth’s”.  These would be the No. 2 - Slow Scotch. 
General Bank’s March and No. 32 - Quick Retreat.  Another indication of his service with the 71st and familiarity with its musicians.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Mattatuck Drum Band also makes the claim that Hart was not the inventor of his musical notation used for drumming, but it was copied from 
one Samuel Wilcox.  The following information was compiled by Ted Kurtz.  
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