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George B. Barrett was born in Baltimore, Maryland somewhere in the neighborhood of 1815/1816.  This number is generated 
from information found on his enlistment records, as no other information about his birth has been found.  However, in the 
1880 Baltimore Census, his age is listed as 63, which would mean he was born in 1817.  Not that this makes a significant 
difference in his life’s story, but it is interesting to note.  
 
The first enlistment record below shows “George Barrett” age 21 years, hazle eyes, and standing 5’ 9 ¾”.  Also revealed on the 
document is Barrett’s place of birth, Baltimore, Maryland, and his trade, printer.  The enlistment date was November 18, 1836, 
and the length of service was set at 3 years with the 2nd Dragoons Company A.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
Barrett           George            21    hazle  5 9 ¾   Md.        Baltimore   Printer        
Bruce George                  13th July ‘38 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
        2 Dragoons A                        27 June ’37       22 March ‘42 
 
Further revealed in the document is the date June 27, 1837 under the category of “Deserted.”  As well as March 22, 1842 
within “Apprehended.”  This detail will lead us to our next document which details Barrett’s second enlistment in New York.  
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On July 13, 1838, one “George Bruce”, age 22 with hazle eyes, brown hair, dark complexion, standing 5’ 7 ¾” tall enlisted in 
New York for a term of 5 years.  This time, his place of birth is recorded as New York, and his trade is listed as silversmith.  Most 
interesting is the details in the “remarks” section of the document, which reveals he was recognized as George Barrett who 
deserted from the 2nd Dragoons.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
                             Bruce    George   22          brown                               5’ 7 ¾”  
         Barrett        George              18th Nov. ‘37 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New York                  Silversmith      13th 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Dropped                 22nd March ’42,                 Recognized                          as      George                     Barrett       a  
            Deserter         from         2nd Dragoons 
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“Drum-Major George Bruce” enlisted in the 22nd Regiment New York National Guard for 30 days in 1863.  This was in 
response to President Lincoln’s call for militia from Ohio, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia to mobilize for 6 months, 
and other states for shorter times, because of Robert E. Lee’s movements that threatened Maryland and Pennsylvania. The 
brass band of the 22nd N.Y.S.M. was previously led by F.B. Helmsmuller, before being discharged in July of 1862, due to the 
War Departments Order 91. 
 
During the 22nd’s Pennsylvania Campaign, the band was led by Drum-Major Bruce and entertained the men during a few 
dress parades at Camp Cox.  This was the extent of the band’s duties as they did not accompany the regiment to Bridgeport 
and remained in Harrisburg.        

 

Left: An excerpt from History of the Twenty-
second Regiment of the National Guard of 
the State of New York: From Its Organization 
to 1895, Volume 22, Part 4 
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There has been some speculation and writing about Bruce/Barrett possibly enlisting in the 7th New York State Militia.  Some 
people have confused the 7th New York State Militia, enlistment 1861, and the 7th New York National Guard, enlistment May 
1862.  There is a George Barratt who enlisted in the New York National Guard, but he is recorded as George P. Barratt age 24 
and rank Corporal in Company E.  Clearly, this could not be the same George Barrett as was born in 1815/16.  There is also an 
image of this particular George Bruce in full military accoutrements, which a musician or drum major would not have done.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Barrett 7th 
Regiment NY 
National Guard 
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George B. Barrett does make an appearance on the New York State National Guard muster rolls, but not much information is 
provided about his contribution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the war, it seems that George Barrett became Drum Major of the 5th Maryland National Guard in 1869.  Nothing being 
written in the history of the 5th Regiment about Barrett, but a letter from one William F. Minnick to Sanford Moeller in 1921 
provides some details:   
 
“He came to Baltimore and took charge of the Field Music of the Fifth Maryland Regiment about the year 1869, as I can 
remember, and he was the right man in the right place.  An ideal drum major in both looks and ability.  There were twenty of 
us drummers and several fifers….”  Vol. 2 No. 2 Summer 1974 The Ancient Times   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As seen to the left, the director of the band in 
1867 was Professor Gustav Rose, and the 
drummers were led by Drum-Major Pitt. 
Fifth Regiment, Infantry, 
Maryland National Guard U.S. Volunteer, 1867-1899, 
Baltimore, Maryland, Press A. Hoen & Co., 1899. 
MSA SC 5390-1-1   
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By 1873, a new band director and 
Drum-major are listed, Adam Itzel and 
Louis De Lounge.  Therefore, George 
Bruce could have been Drum-Major 
from 1869 – 1873.   
Fifth Regiment, Infantry, 
Maryland National Guard U.S. Volunteer, 
1867-1899, 
Baltimore, Maryland, Press A. Hoen & Co., 
1899. 
MSA SC 5390-1-1   
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This clipping gives a brief description of “drum-major “Bruce” and his instruction of the 5th Maryland.  The date of the article 
is March 25, 1871.   
 
From 1870 through 1881, a George B. Barrett is listed at various addresses in Baltimore, but the occupation remains 
“musician,” even until the time of his death.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maryland Mortalities, 
1876-1915, from the 
(Baltimore) Sun Almanac: 
By Walter E. Arps 

 
The United States Army and Navy Journal  

and Gazette of the Regular and Volunteer Forces, Volume 8 

 

1870 Baltimore City 
Directory 
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