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Celebrating the History of African
Americans in the Capay Valley with
Multi-Cultural and BLACK HISTORY DAY
Guinda celebrates its unique Black/African-American History--as well as that
of the national Black History Month in February--on the second Saturday
each February at historic Guinda Grange Hall. The brainchild of local
musician Clarence Van Hook and local Black Historian, the late Bill Petty, it
draws people from all over the country. Before statehood and after—since
California was a free state—there are sizable enclaves throughout this area
with early pioneers of African descent. One such area is Hungry Hollow and
the Dunnigan Hills, where the “largest Black landowner in Yolo County at the
turn of the last century” settled and prospered: Basil Campbell would be a
magnet for many Black pioneers to follow. Many found their way to the
Guinda area in the Capay Valley. Bill Petty explains that the Guinda area has
a rich history of being well integrated from the beginning of early settlements.
Many of the blacks settling in the Yolo County had been slaves, while others
were freed after settling in the area. Come learn about this unique history,
listen to the music led by musician Clarence Van Hook, and enjoy the booths
and presentation--and the great food! Pot Luck--10AM to 3PM.
The first African-American settler to homestead in the Guinda area was
Green Berry Logan, [see his and many other photos in our journals] moving
his family from the Dunnigan area in the 1890s. Green Berry is buried in the
Logan Cemetery up on the “summit,” a heavenly 1,200 feet above Guinda,
which was at one time home to about 100 settlers. Once the Logan Private
Cemetery, it is now located on property left to the Hayes family, who keep its
access open for descendants to visit.
As covered in the 18 journals written by Elizabeth Monroe for The Greater
Capay Valley Historical Society, the settlers built their own school [a rare
photo of which is seen in the journals and in the 440-page book], but
eventually joined the other local students in the Guinda School after 1912.
Arriving after Mr. Logan was a barber/musician, Charles Simpson, who
moved to the summit with his wife and daughter. There followed other Black
families, among them were the Hemphills, Longrus and Hacketts—the latter
related to local historian Bill Petty’s family by marriage. And just like so
many other families in the valley, there were several marriages between clans:
examples like Harriet Emily (Logan) Simpson [later Hickerson]: “Hattie” was
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Green Berry’s sister-in-law and married Charles Simpson and started a
family. After Simpson’s death in 1912, Hattie married Maryland Hickerson.
Of the many African-American families homesteaded on a Heavenly Summit
1,200 feet above Guinda, beginning in the 1890s, the second AfricanAmerican homesteader to settle in the area, Charles Henry Simpson is buried
in the Logan Cemetery. As covered in volume 1 of the Journals, he is
responsible for the “Simpson Grade,” still kept graded and useable today by
the Hayes family. Many delightful pictures and much of the history is
courtesy of Jeannette Molson, descendant of the Logan family. According to
Jeannette: her grandfather, Alvin Alfred Logan, Sr., was born to Green Berry
and his first wife, Lavinia Coffey, along with Green Berry, Jr--known as
“Green.” Only one of the nine children born to Green Berry’s second wife,
Mary Ann Dix, a part-Wintun Indian, married and had a family. Jeannette
also enlightened me about other families down in the valley: “The Browns
and Watkins families had homes in Brooks and right outside of Guinda down
the road from where my grandparents lived. Carmen McClellan had a
business in Guinda, and my cousin, Charles Simpson, grandson of Charles
Henry Simpson,” as featured in the 6th journal for The Greater Capay Valley
Historical Society, the unique community of African-Americans in our
Guinda began in the 1890s. See all Journals posted on the website
greatercapayvalley.org or bound into the hard-cover book “The History and
Stories of the Capay Valley” by Elizabeth Monroe.
Text is from:
BLACK HISTORY DAY
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR THE GREATER CAPAY VALLEY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
By Elizabeth “Betsy” Monroe
From The Greater Capay Valley Historical Society
Check out our website: greatercapayvalley.org
And 3 sites on FaceBook under:
The Greater Capay Valley Historical Society
The History and Stories of Capay Valley
Annual Black History Multi Cultural Heritage Celebration
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County Survey Map below; photo of Bill Petty presenting the
Black History of the Guinda area at a Black History Day
Celebration.
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William Petty,
Capay Valley descendant,
historian and noted Civil
Rights Advocate!
When I returned to the Capay

Valley and heard there was
now an annual Black History

Day Celebration in Guinda, I
hoped this would be a way to find the
history of this unique area I grew up
with but really knew nothing about. I
contacted the founders, Clarence Van Hook and William Petty, and
volunteered to come shoot a video of the next event in exchange for the
history and stories they might provide for me—what a brilliant move on my
part! Mr. Van Hook is a recent arrival to the area—a Texan and Blues
musician—who bought property near Guinda and became fast friends with
the Hayes family elder, Al. Learning of the unique history of the area and its
historic Black community, Clarence set out to celebrate it. With local
historian Bill Petty, he launched an annual celebration—alternately also
referred to as Multi-cultural Day. See volumes 1 & 6 and videos on our website:

greatercapayvalley.org

I never know where this kind of research will lead! Having met Mr. Petty, I
made an appointment to come interview him and I not only got the history
of our Summit area, but found he is a fascinating—and important—
personality in his own right. I made several trips to his home, resulting in
two videos—one focused on our own Capay Valley history, and another on
his personal importance to our own Civil Rights movement in northern
California—and the nation! I grew up here knowing that while we had some
racial strife in the 1960s, it was nothing like that of the rest of the nation—
or even as restrictive as neighboring towns, even Woodland. My mother
grew up in Woodland and made a point of this fact—but Mr. Petty helped
me see it even more clearly, from the point of view of a *Black man.

Photo, above: William Petty
sits between Dar rel and
George Hayes, here in 2014
celebrating turning 90—all
descendants of the area’s
pioneers. While the Hayes
cousins were direct
descendants of 1890 pioneers,
Bill Petty’s family arrived in
the 1940s from the South,
having family who married
into pioneers on the Summit.
*Mr. Petty uses the term Black
more often than AfricanAmerican, and even uses the
term Colored—I assume due
to his 90 years hearing those
terms more often. His father
was a Civil Rights advocate in
the South, a fact that put his
family in harms way, but not
until their house was torched
did he choose to move his
family to California, following
relatives to our area. William
Petty is of mixed race, so they
were in even more danger in
the South. But, as you will see,
even here, while in less danger,
they faced discrimination…

The Greater Capay Valley Historical Society: PO Box 442, Esparto, CA 95627 vol 18
The Greater Capay Valley Historical Society: PO Box 442, Esparto, CA 95627 vol 18
400
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The first time I met William Petty, after hearing my last name and explanation of how I was
related to the Monroes of Yolo county, he fixed me with that eagle eye of his and said, “I once sued your
uncle for discrimination.” While taken aback for an instant, I quickly replied with a laugh, “Well,
knowing my uncle, he probably deserved it! He and my dad did not share the same views on race
relations—you would have loved my mother and father, Tom and Jean!” And from this start, Mr. Petty
and I became fast friends and he opened his heart and trove of historic knowledge to me.
When I first started researching my own family roots, my dad warned me that I would find some
things I would not be too proud of, but to remember never to be ashamed of who I was and to always
remember to just be sure the same things did not happen on my watch! Well, he was right. When I
learned that my Scots ancestors were historically planters in Virginia, it dawned on me that while it was
never discussed in our family, we came from slave-owners. Many years later, thanks to ancestry.com, I
was able to find early census documents to verify my supposition: slaves were listed along with the
family members and white and Chinese servants. And through Mr. Petty, I learned about another
mulatto of historical importance to our own area: Basil Campbell, who would become the largest Black
landowner in Yolo County. While he came to California with the Stephens family, I wondered about his
surname enough to do some digging and found that he was born as a slave to a mother owned by my
own ancestor, JD Campbell, a neighbor of the Stephens family in Cooper County, Missouri…knowing
enough about our slave history in this country to assume what only a DNA test would verify, just
knowing about Basil’s ties to my own roots gives me a whole new appreciation for our tangled history. In
my own family, obviously, there were some complex views on race relations, but my own parents were
very clear about who we were and how we would conduct ourselves: We are who we are and need only to
look at ourselves in the mirror and not be ashamed of who we see
looking back. Thanks, Mom and Dad!
B i l l ’s f a m i l y c a m e t o G u i n d a ,

Now, back to William Petty! There is not room in this
journal to do him justice, so I have posted a much larger
article on the website at greatercapayvalley.org along with
the videos, but herein are some locally interesting notes.
The first thing Bill and I discussed was the history of the
unique and historic community of African-Americans in the
Guinda area beginning in the 1890s [see journals 1 & 6]. He pointed
out he was the one who fought to have the term Nigger Heaven
dropped from the county maps in the 1970s. I said, “But as a
historian, doesn’t it bother you that you have expunged history?”
He admitted that after the fact he was kind of sorry—so he
always makes a point of teaching about that historic place-name
at the Black History Day Celebration, making sure the old survey
maps are displayed on the wall of the Guinda Grange Hall, where
the event is held, to illustrate his point.

California in 1942, to settle in the
Capay Valley near relatives who came
to this area in the 1870s. Bill had run
from a lynch mob in North Carolina
for talking back to a White man—it
was time to find a better life. But while
Claud and Mae Petty settled on a piece
of farm land near Guinda, there were
no jobs, so Bill, who had served in the
A r my a n d m a r r i e d h i s s c h o o l
sweetheart Marie, moved with her to
Woodland. There they found few jobs
for Black men & only domestic jobs for
Black women—and no one willing to
sell them a home. So Bill began a long
history of fighting for the rights of
minorities, including women, in Yolo
and Sacramento counties.
See more on page 21.

The Historical
Greater Capay
Valley
Historical Society: PO Box 442, Esparto, CA 95627 vol 18
The Greater Capay Valley
Society:
vol 18
401
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We have a unique and extensive history of AfricanAmerican settlers in the Capay Valley area,
especially in the valley town of Guinda. Celebrating this
history, each second Saturday of February, the valley hosts Black
History Day at the Guinda Grange Hall at 11AM. February 11th this
year will celebrate not only the local settlers, but also the AfricanAmerican experience, overall.
Most of you may know that since 1976 February is Black History
Month, an observance of the history of the African diaspora in a
number of countries outside of Africa. Observed annually in the US
and Canada in February, it is also observed in the UK, but in October. In the
US, Black History Month is also referred to as African-American History
Month--and while it is not without controversy, mostly about whether a
country ought to observe a month devoted to one race, it is an opportunity to
focus on a history that weaves itself throughout our entire American
experience, so we “historians” and teachers welcome the focus.

William Petty, above, and
Clarence Van Hook, below,
are instrumental in keeping
the Black History alive in
the Capay Valley.

According to Wikipedia, “Black History Month was begun as Negro
History Week by historian Carter G. Woodson in 1926. His goal was to
educate the American people about African-American History, focusing
on African-Americans' cultural backg rounds and reputable
achievements.” In that same vein, I want to “educate” the readers in the
same way--but focus on our own rich local history.
As seen in
this
newspaper
clipping,
the Hayes
family
settled in
the Guinda
area along
with many
AfricanAmerican
families
and felt
themselves
“above
racism”--a
point they
celebrate
to this day
in the
Capay
Valley.

Above, Clarence Van Hook
plays at a celebration of
his good friend Al Hayes at
Al’s 90th Birthday, May,
2010, seen below with
family and cake.
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African-American History of the Greater Capay Valley, continued...

McClellan had a business in Guinda, and my cousin, Charles
Simpson, grandson of Charles Henry Simpson, had a beautiful home
right outside of Guinda. It was called, ‘La Hacienda de Guinda’. The
Watkins and brown families lived in the area for many years--just
ask the local folks about Walter Brown and Dave Watkins.”
Among other topics, Jeannette and I discussed the appropriate way to
refer to People or Families of African Descent--her personal favorite. I have
moved between Jeannette’s preferred term and Black and AfricanAmerican, as it seemed appropriate to the writing--partly because many
were not of pure African descent (Green Berry Logan being a perfect
example, whose father was “white”) and partly because it is always
troubling to to me to refer to a person by a skin color. If I have learned
nothing else in my last year of genealogy and history research, nothing is
simple and pure when it comes to our blood lines! One of my great
discoveries has been my family’s possible relationship to Basil Campbell,
“largest Black landowner in Yolo County” at one time. Most do not know his
lineage, but might know he came to California as a slave to the John D.
Stephens family. But as his last name implies, his roots lead back to a
family named Campbell in Coopers County, Missouri--my family! Who his
white father was I couldn’t say for sure, but he was born to a mother owned
by James D. Campbell, neighbor to one of the other two original white
settlers of Coopers County, the Stephens family--to whom he was sold as a
young age. More on Basil later, but my point is, when you begin the search
you never know what you will find--and labeling a person by a single “color”
or race is simply not simple. Nor accurate!

Basil Campbell, landowner...coming

to California with

John D. Stephens in 1854, Basil and JD had an agreement that he
would “work his way to freedom” within ten years. By 1861 he
renegotiated and bought his freedom at $700 for his remaining 3
years. During his 7 years, JD had
been helping Baaz invest his money
and he was worth about $10,000.
In 1884, his total wealth was estimated
at $100,000...2000 acres of tilled land
and 280 acres of untilled land, valued at
$51000, $3100 in livestock as well as
66 acres of hay, 12 horses, 3 mules,
1100 sheep, 80 hogs; acres of wheat and
barley and numerous commodities.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Speaking of nothing being simple:
some in the Stephens family claim
this commonly accepted picture of
Basil, above, is actually his brother;
and no one but I seems to feel the man
standing in the middle of the Stephens
harvest picture, below, in hat and vest
is a visiting family friend, Basil
Campbell--Any ideas out there??
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article in that paper I used to get much
information on Basil Campbell. And then there is
Capay Valley midwife Mary Frances Gaither--but
At a time when almost all Afro-Americans of economic prominence made their
I will do her justice in 2012 when I write about
gains through mining, mining-related business or business enterprises, Campbell Ol’ Doc Craig of Capay, under whom she
made his advancement through agriculture(3)."
practiced.
BASIL CAMPBELL CONTINUED:

Cited from:
1-San Francisco Examiner, 11-29-1884
2-US Census for 1880, Products of Agriculture in Yolo county
3-Delilah L. Beasley, The Negro Trail Blazers of California (LA, CA.,
1919), 70-71
In 1865 Baaz was elected as delegate to the State Convention
of Colored People and became vice-president; and in 1873 he was
sent as state delegate to the National Colored Convention in
Washington, DC.
By the time of his death he had wealth and respect among people of all
colors in Yolo County.
I am grateful to William Petty and Jeannette L. Molson for much
of this material and pictures. Jeannette’s mother, Addie Mae
Logan Molson was a dear friend of my father’s and was a delight
to know, a woman of great humor, common sense, talents and
interests. She sang and played big band piano to make ends meet
in college at UC Berkeley. Raised in Capay Valley, she married
James T. Molson, who encouraged her to go back to college for her
credential at Sac State College. She became the first African
American teacher in the North Sacramento School District.
And among the many newspaper clippings I got from Mr.
Petty, I would love to mention Benjamin Asa Longrus, who lived
in Hannibal, MO, while Samuel Clemens was forming his ideas
about slavery and race relations, and who came to California at
about 20, settling first in the Winters area, his family having
belonged at one time to Briggs and Ely families in that area--and
once to Daily Democrat editor Ed E. Leake’s family. It was an

And speaking of local enterprisers: the
Hacketts of Guinda were a family I knew fairly
well, growing up, but I had never met one of the
eldest daughters of Roy Hackett. Her stage name
was Shirley Haven and she worked with Eartha
Kit; traveled with the Charles Brown band for
years; was in the first all-black color movie, “No
Time For Romance”; recorded a couple tunes
with the Four Jacks; and was part of the first allblack USO tour--and while touring in Korea she
adopted Anthony Stanton, giving him her married
name, Holiday. she brought him back to Capay
Valley to grow up with Roy and Bamma Hackett’s
kids. The Hacketts had been in the valley since the
1940s and William Petty’s sister Iris met and
married Roy, Jr., thus blending the Petty and
Hackett families. My hat is off to the enterprising
spirit of my Capay Valley “neighbors”--like the
lovely Shirley Haven who, through her son
Anthony, gave me permission to use the great ad
photo of her, above!

Greater Capay Valley Historical Society, PO Box 442, Esparto, CA 95627
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Basil Campbell came to Yolo
County in the 1850s with his
“owner,” John Dickson Stephens, and John’s
brother George Dickson Stephens, and
became one of the largest landowners in
this county before 1900. He would settle near
the Stephens’ 8000 acres, amassing thousands
of his own acres, mostly in the Hungry Hollow
flats and Dunnigan Hills. In an article in the Daily
Democrat in 1971, neighbor Bill Rominger
recalls knowing Basil and takes the article’s
authors Phillip Freshwater and local John
Vannucci on a tour of “what used to be.” The
photographs are by Vannucci.

Some of Basil’s holdings would become what is today the Cache
Creek Nature Preserve. Some claim that he was the first African
American to settle in Yolo County, but at the very least he was
one of the earliest and after his success, many followed. And
while he arrived as a slave to California, a “free state,” the
Fugitive Slave Law meant that a slave was still “owned” and must
be returned to his owner if he “escaped,” until given his
freedom. As he told it in countless interviews, John Stephens
treated him “more like a brother and helped him invest” some of
his wages until he could buy his own freedom in 1861. Some
historians claim when he could afford it, he also bought freedom
for his “slave wife” on the Stephens farm in MO, though he had
remarried in CA. In 1865 he began buying land and livestock and
by 1884 he was worth $100,000—at a time when that was a
fortune. Basil died in 1905 and is buried in Woodland Cemetery.
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Basil Campbell remembered
by neighbor William Rominger
in the Hungry Hollow-Dunnigan
Hills, con’t.

Many who settled in flat grain-rich Hungry Hollow and the near Dunnigan Hills
were Germany dry-farmers like the Romingers. Other German names like
Mast, Durst, Schaupp, and Goodnaugh also come to mind—and descendants of
are still farming in Yolo County. Basil Campbell was not German, but a mixedrace man who came as a slave from Missouri with his Scottish “owners,” the
‘49ers John D. and George D. Stephens, and was given the opportunity to work
off his “slave-price”; and then was helped by the Stephens brothers—who
would start the Bank of Woodland--to invest and grow wealthy: becoming the
wealthiest African American in Yolo County before the 1900s. As one of the
first blacks to arrive and prosper, many others followed him and were blessed
with his assistance and advice. Some of them also appear as important early
Yoloans in our history books, such as midwife Mary Gaither, whose husband
knew Basil’s brother, who had also come as a slave before the Civil War. Green
Berry Logan apparently knew one of the brothers, too, for he first settled near
them in the Dunnigan area before finding his way to be the first African
American settler in the Guinda area of Capay Valley in 1890.
NOTE: see more on the Romingers and other German farmers of Yolo County in the
book by this author: The History and Stories of the Capay Valley; or in her Journals and
Newsletters posted on greatercapayvalley.org. Author Elizabeth Monroe is currently
writing a book on Basil Campbell, which will be available on the same website—soon!
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As seen in the newspaper article below, Basil Campbell factored greatly in the early history of Yolo County.
Though there are a few errors in this article, the details are: Born to a slave mother and white father on the
farm of James D [not G as noted herein] Campbell in Cooper County, MO, March 9, 1823; sold by James’
widow to her neighboring Stephens family at 13 years old; in October 1853 John D. Stephens would buy Basil
for $1200 from the estate and bring him to CA with the agreement that Basil would buy his freedom at $100
per year for ten years; which Basil did after 7 years in 1861; and then Stephens helped him invest; Basil
married Rebecca Dalton in 1866 and adopted her daughter Lenora; Basil became involved in politics and
activism; helped his half-brother Elijah Jennings become successful and many other blacks who later came to
Yolo County; after Rebecca’s death in 1891, Basil would marry Mary Jane Williams, his daughter Lenora’s
sister-in-law and Mary would become the executrix of his Will, Estate, Probate and Trial brought by his “slave
sons,” claiming a right to inherit, a complex trial that resulted in many useful documents for researchers.
There is so much more to Basil’s story and the Shipley Walters Center for Yolo County Archives and Library
Services has been a great resource at: 226 Buckeye St, Woodland, CA 95695, (530) 666-8005. This booklet is
courtesy of Elizabeth Monroe and The Friends of the Yolo County Archives. Basil Campbell will be getting his
own book by Elizabeth Monroe—soon! Buy it on greatercapayvalley.org.
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