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Welcome aboard Chapter 39 Members

As we have publicized and communicated in the previous months, we have merged with Chapter
39, Inland Lakes, Cadillac. There has been much discussion on merging and members of both
chapters and members of the Department of Michigan have given their support. We are hoping this
1s a temporary change for Chapter 39 to regain its leadership and once again be a chapter on its
own.

Rather than department or national closing the chapter we have gone through the merger process to
allow for the chapter to eventually be reestablished as a separate and highly functional chapter. In
the meantime we will do our best to support and assist veterans of the entire region.

The area of the chapter now has expanded to the largest geographical chapter in the state of Michi-
gan. The physical boundaries of the chapter are the Kent County/Montcalm County line north to
Grand Traverse County, from Isabella/Midland County line west to Oceana County. This area also
includes Clare, Lake, and Newaygo Counties. Because of this we will have an increased number of
members, delegates for the state convention, and numerous additional resources to provide assis-
tance to veterans in our chapter.
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: Chapter 18 members. welcomes everyone of Chapter 39.
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I THE PRINTING OF THIS . . PREFERRED
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! DONATED COMPLIMENTS : : fflce MOCh In es
. - u Xerox® Multifunctional Machines « Copiers « Printers » Scanners « Faxes

. OF - . 215 North Michigan Avenue

' PREFERRED OFFICE " " Downtown Big Rapids

I MACHINES - 2" . www.PreferredOfficeMachines.com
I 215 N.MICHIGAN AVE . n,,L _,:n’* .

I u l &&= . Phone: (231) 796-8080 . -
! BIG RAPIDS, MI 49307 : ﬁf”ﬂ."“?& - Fax:  (231) 796-6299 DA

I 231-796-8080 : : John Milan, Agent/Owner

MAX'S CONCRETE INC

B s el ot S o Bl e il RN W

Ql 079.7558

Wu B i "I vy

REDI MlX SEPTIC TANKS

MAX GOLTZ
15323 75TH AVE

MECOSTA MI 49332

R Customs
and
Collision

Quality Without Compromise!

231-598-9444

19100 Northland Dr, Big Rapids

JRCustomsandCollsion.com JRCC9444@Gmail.com

PKE QTREET “‘%ARDWARE I

Since 1951

Full Locksm

Husqvama

I Ernie Osburn Trent Osburn
614 N State Street

I Phone: (231) 796-8122
Big Rapids, Ml 48307

I statestreethardware.com

Edstrom's Neighborhood Garage
e M- F8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Darin Edstrom Owner

Y Darin D Edstrom Master Mechanic

227 M. Chestnut Ave.

Read City, MI
40877

Phone: 231-832-8283
Fax: 231-832-9252
E-mail-edstromsneighbornoodgarage@yahoo.com

»
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Currie's Towing %
620 E. Maple Street

» Big Rapids, MI 43307

24 Hour Road Service

Light, Medium & Heavy Duty Towing

Radiator Sales & Service

Adam Currie
adam@curriestowing.com
www.curriestowing.com

' 231.798.5351
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EDITORIAL

We, the Newsletter staff, very Heartily encourage each of our
readers to Patronize those business establishments which
you see advertised throughout our newsletter. They have
shown their support for disabled veterans in their community
by choosing to place their ads with us. When you shop at any
of these establishments, let them know you saw their ad in
the DAV newsletter and that we appreciate their support for
chapter # 18.

“Thanks from the Mailbag staff”

An official publication of Big Rapids Chapter #18

Disabled American Veterans, Big Rapids Michigan It is pub-
lished at regular intervals throughout the year. The purpose
of #18's MAIL BAG is to promulgate and disseminate
throughout our membership, information from our national
and state offices pertaining to the services and benefits
which are available to all veterans and their families, as well
as to keep them abreast of the many activities and programs
of our own chapter #18’s past, present, and future. Articles
authored by our own members or their families are encour-
aged and will be accepted for consideration at:

#18’s MAIL BAG c/o D.A.V CHAPTER #18
402 N. MICHIGAN AVE. BIG RAPIDS, MI 49307

Nominations, Election and
Installation of Chapter#18 Officers

will be conducted Feb, March, April . Attend our meet-
ings on the second

Tuesday of each month learn how you can help other
Disabled Veterans.

“Together we can make a difference”
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" Hello and welcome to twenty twenty six.

g Last year had many ups and downs. Our Flag Day event had
ja problem with our scouts being at camp and their relief
I scouts had the starting time one hour late. Knowing the heart
of our members as well as the EIk’s, the show goes on.

"We were out in force at the Mecosta County Fair last year.

1 We had a drawing where we collected prizes from local spon-

" sors: Gruntz, A&W and Qdoba’s, and our Chapter Officers.

1 The winner of the prize was Lyndsey Hendricks. Thanks to

1 members who helped Chuck Rathbun, Terry Sisson, Don Ta-
1 nis and Ryan Oshaughnessy. Thanks. We were raising money
| to pay membership for two local Purple Heart Soldiers. We

| made enough to pay for one. | was able to time it where he

| received the paid membership around the week of his wed-

i ding

We tried something new this year to raise membership funds
for Purple Heart Recipients. Our Chapter had a Corn Hole
Tournament during the Labor Day festivities. We prepared and
received prizes from hats, shirts back packs to discounts for
service. From Gruntz, A&W, Fat Bellies, Lee’s Auto Wash,
Bare Furniture, Big Rapids Towing, DAV Officers, Horizon

8 Bank, JR Collision, Johnston Auto, Big Rapids Tire, and a big
thanks to Curries for donating prizes and participating in the
sevent. The winners were Ryan Oshaughnessy and lan Norris.

¢ Our new sign that the Career Center cut out on the new plas-

g ma cutter. Then Magnum Powder Coating donated their time

g helping us out. A couple members dug like a grave basically to
g install post. Pat Currie then drove across town with a lift to

g hold as we bolted in place. We are very grateful to everyone

ginvolved. “ Sometimes it takes a village.”
I
. | must inform our members as | was shocked to learn that our

8 Jr. Vice Commander and former Chaplin. Dave Thorson

" passed away. Bonnie Thorson informed us that his service will
" take place June 6th at The New Millpond Rd. Cemetery.

1 Come out as we give Dave a respectful salute.

s We are hoping to have our Fair and Corn hole again in 2026
g and we could use help from members not hard work but a lot
j of talking with veterans and those thanking veterans. We al-
ways need help on Flag Day as well, so come get involved.

» Make an effort to attend a meeting when you're able, as we
nmiss seeing our members and could always use your input.

§ Reginald Norris

I
q Sr. Vice and Newsletter.
I

Dr. Julie Hanson, OD

142 West Upton Ave.
Reed City, MI 49677

231.832.3218
M 140 North Pine St.
OPTOMETRIC CENTERS Evart, MI 49631
www.famoptreedcity.con 231.734-6218

Auto Wash & Self Serve

14493 Northland Drive
Big Rapids, Mi 49307
OPEN 7 DAYS
Owner, Tony Lee (231) 796-5314

\Daggett Gilbert
Funeral Homes

ALEC T. GARY

ALEC@DAGGETTFUNERAL.COM
BigRaPDS, BARRYIC

13985 NORTHLAND DR. 1 9238 BOTH AVE
BIG RAPIDS, Ml 49307 BARRYTON, MI 49305
PH: 231-796-3611 PH: 989-382-5566
FAX: 231-796-7335 FAX: 989-382-9299

WWW.DAGGETTFUNERAL.COM

Roul:ley s RV.

Sales & Service * Parts & Pieces

231.823.2128

Gwner
'Ifr"r;r'_r Rouiley

666 North
Stanwood, MI 4

| | Tim Franck
n (231) 592-1057
3 Email:
E barefurnlture@llve com
FURNITUHE WWWbare brcOm ]
ﬁ/{/&’é&a’ & %{f/’”‘fé@/ ‘20979. 19 Mile Rd.

Big Rapids, M1 49307

» Commander’s Corner

% As we look forward to finally thawing out from the frigid
8 winter weather that we’ve experienced these last few
¥ months, I look forward to an active and busy year for our

allar<gaa F.armrmmieEr=

e I e it | chapter. During the past few months, we have unexpected-
L tion i o= Ily lost long-time member David L. Thorson as he passed

away. David’s passing has caused us to replace him with
Don Spurlock as our Junior Vice Commander once again. |
would like to express my sincere appreciation for his will-
ingness to once again accept the position. Our Chapter
Chaplain has decided to step down due to having accepted
a position with a company in Grand Haven. Pete Goetz has
volunteered to assume the duties of Chapter Chaplain.
Thank you, Pete, for your initiative and commitment to
our members. Our treasurer position is in transition with
Brandon Rybicki working with Dan to take over the posi-

Lumber Jak Shak Caie
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1 820 . Stewart Fremont Mi. 49412
: Hours Monday - Saturday 6am to 3pm
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Sunday 6am to 2pm.

===f [ would also like to officially welcome all those comrades
BE R windowreamenis | from Chapter 39 Inland Lakes now that we are officially
G‘L Td} C"Vﬂg‘yﬁf;ggﬁ 1 merged I hope to see as many as possible at our meetings
C\:{fpe‘ 1 in the future, especially March, April, and May, when we
ood V] ]
rigs J hold nominations and election of officers.
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‘er 40 Years Experl ce

gy rent Service Officer needs to take a hiatus, I feel this is the
y perfect time for me to step up and my professional experi-
g ence and personal abilities to use in order to assist veterans
|/ with their claims and benefits from the Veterans Admin-

ahnn’s i istration.
U‘I‘ﬁmﬁi‘iVE /1 hope everyone has had the opportunity to visit our web-

| site, which has been very successful and increased in us-
1 Jage by members of the community. The URL for the web-

i JUHNSUNSAUTDHR COM 231 196-3700 | site is https://www.dav18mi.org, please take a look, book-

- || it and use it to keep up with our chapter and its mem-
JBEARRENA B

Serving You with Honesty and Integrity

ATTORNEY AT LAW
tbalkema@jbelc.com

www.MyElderLawPlanning.com




y Hello my friend from chapter 39 and chapters 18. It is so
1 g0od to have a chance to talk to all of you via this news-
letter. There are a lot of exciting changes to Chapter 18,

I the first one being that Chapter 18 absorbed Chapter 39. 1300 N. State St. Big Rad, i

Andrew Brock

231-796-4839

I We think that we can make more of an impact here in
Northem Michigan. We are focused on growing our mem-
bershlp in the service of our veterans that need services,

¥ care, transportation, and basic compassionate camarade-

frie.

1 DAV has established ways to help, but we are always
Ilooking for new ways to and capture and promote new

! memberships. What a chance we now have to make even
" a greater impact throughout mid and Northern Lower

_ Michigan.-Tony Rubio.

i

I March Meeting the meeting night was switched from the
*normal Thursdays 630. Now Second Tuesday of the

" month at 6pm

y April
i

When protecting your Auto, Home,
Life, Business, Farm and more, the

EXPERIENCE
MATTERS.

Discounts offered to military and 7" responders.

Call Jefts Agency today!
(231) 796-7697 | cjefts@fbinsmi.com
826 N. State Street, Big Rapids

Schedule of events through July 2026

9 & 23 Peer Support group 1pm.
14 Chapter Meeting Night 6pm.

Heating, Cooling and

Fireplaces
20928 - 18 Mile RdBig Rapids, M
49307

14 Meeting Night 6pm.

231-796-3403

Joe Fullmer
Co-Owner

J , @
May - 14 & 28th Group lpm i , : FARM BUREAU
1 W Y . INSURANCE® A
I 12 Chapter Meeting Night 6PM.
i I
. 25 Memorial Day Parade Wreath at bridge. .
June - 1 to 4 Service officer Tng. State Convention. :
I 6 Service for Dave Thorson. New Mill Pond. |
i _ _ I PO BOX 1135 304. N STATE ST,
' 9 Chapter Meeting Night 6pm . 1 BIG RAPIDS, MI 49307
: 11 & 25 Peer support Group 1pm . I (231)-796-6405
I
i 14 Flag Day Ceremony Disposal . I
i
Vuly—— 9 & 23 Peer support group at Hall 1pm. : Fullmer & Sons
i I
i I
i I
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i Chapter News
1
1

1
231.580.3183 8 This being the first newsletter of the year there are several
VISR BSOS items of importance to share with everyone. As you all
N @ ket should be aware, the chapter has been in the process of
Wichigan @ # merging with Inland Lakes Chapter #39. On February19
the National Executive Committee approved the merger.

All records have been adjusted to reflect this merger. Part

of the merger, all property, money, and effects are trans-

ferred to Big Rapids Chapter #18. The title of our chapter
has also been officially changed to Big Rapids Chapter
#18. Commander Rathbun and Adjutant VanHouten have
received copies of the documentation from DAV National
informing them of this change.

BREWERY
, Catering, (231) 796-1919
213 S. State Street Big Rapids, MI
WWW. CRANKERSBREWERY.COM

NG DREAMS IN DRIVEWAYS
SINCE 1999"

y Our Service Officer is unavailable to focus on her family
gy and the many other obligations she has. To assist her as
R g well as facilitate the needs of veterans in our community
500) UL oeriNiemy we are compiling a list of resources to help veterans with
231-796-7020 2 claims and other VA services and benefits.

14010 Northland dr.
Big Rapids, Mi 49307
premierautosalesinc.com

PETER SCHEBIL
Sales Manager
premleraut0123@gahoo cum

To ensure that we have at least one certified Service Of-
ficer available to help members of our community. Com-
“Umander Rathbun will be attending training in the first week

Jof June. He has considered obtaining the certification to
Jenhance his ability to help the veterans of our area. In the
Jmeantime, if you or a veteran you know needs help, call
_the chapter at (231) 796-4772 or email us at

| dav18mi@gmail.com.

1

1

Phone 231 796-4772 leave
a name & number.

1
" This as well as other news and information can be found
# ont our website HTTPS:\\wwwdav18mi.org. Also like and

follow us on Facebook - Disabled American Veterans
i
Naturally Creative Home Services 1 Chaper 18,

730 Rose Ave., Big Rapids, MI 49307

Free Fstimates
Satishiction Guaranteed

Residential/Commercial Interior & Exterior Painting
Wallpaper/Border Installation/Removal
Minor Repairs ~ Restoration
Porch/Deck Power Washing/Cleaning & Painting/Staining

Call Steve Larie at 231-629-7556




L Above pictures top is Chuck Rathbun awarding our Labor
y Day Team Corn hole winners Ryan and Ian the prizes col-
: lected and trophies. The middle picture is Chuck Rathbun
I'with the two finalists of the singles which was close as the
# young Orin actually was over in score, went back and the

" game was so close but Jim won the prizes.

: The bottom picture is Memorial day Reggie Norris hand-
Iing out programs. Speaking with our Auxiliary members

* Commander Alita Fullmer and Barb McComb with their

" back to you, They will drop the wreath for the Soldier’s

L and Sailors lost at sea. Memorial Day, Flag day, Labor day
yand Veterans day we are involved doing what we can. We
) meet with many Veterans that and their families at these
Ievents. Sometimes we can help direct or our service of-

* ficer can help a veteran with paperwork. Come out as we

" are hoping to have nice prizes and plagues for our win-

L ners.
1

Paris Auto
Service & Repair

18415 Northland Drive . :
Big Rapids, M 49307 AE '

CERTIFIED

parisautoserviceandrepair@outlook.com

1-231-796-7355

Chad Nastoff
Assistant Vice President
Branch Manager

125 North Michigan Avenue
Big Rapids, MI 49307

Branch: 231-796-9944
Direct: 231-279-8901
Fax: 231-268-4255
NMLS ID: #2189212

cnastoff@horizonbank.com
HorizonBank.com

14380 Northland Dr. + Big Rapids, MI 49

il P . il
I Ak ! Tim Franck I
I -V : - (231) 592-1057 I
I B d E Email: I
I n l barefurniture@live.com i
i = Website: .
o ) X www.baresbr.com -
i FURNITURE % :
s .. 20979 19 Mile Rd.
i i
| Finished & %ff/’”"’ée‘{ Big Rapids, MI 49307
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I JACOB STRATZ i
i i
I President I
i i
I SALES & SERVICE il
I i
I 20960 19 Mile Rd. I
I Big Rapids, MI 49307 .
I i

& LAWN GARE

and
SNOWPLOWING LLC

P.O. Box 222

Toll Free: 800-514-5220 .
Paris, Ml 49338

Fax: 231-796-9855

Boyce & Irland, CPAs, PC

Open 7 days a week

218 Maple Street
P.O.Box 1240
Big Rapids, M| 49307
Website: www.boyceandirlandcpa.com
Fax: (231) 592-1517

Ryan M. Irland, CPA Phone: (231) 592-4677
rmicpa@boyceandirlandcpa.com Cell: (231) 408-7513

FFL DEALER
TRANSFERS

Bill 231-499-0519

202 N. CHESTNUT ST. yostelc15@gmail.com

REED CITY, Ml 42677

BUY AND SELL NEW AND USED

Corner Cafe

6 N. Front Street Stanwood, Michigan

231 823-8509

We serve Breakfast all day.

Michael Oil & Propane
18655 Northland Drive
Big Rapids, Mi 43307
(231)796-8681
wusw:Michael0ilAndPropane.com

In most jobs you have time to acclimate to the environ-
ment and adjust to the new surroundings, that is not the
case for Marine Corps Recruit Training, AKA boot camp.
Each day starts with one of four DI’s screaming and hol-
lering as well as possibly beating on metal trash can (GI
can) or tossing either the length of the quarter deck to
wake recruits and motivate them to get online as quickly
as physically possible.

I guess I should clarify some parts of that for those not fa-
miliar with Naval terminology. The quarter deck is the ar-
ea of the squad bay between the foot lockers of the re-
cruits; on a naval vessel it 1s the area that 1s used to board
the ship. You never, ever cross the quarter deck, if you do
you will surely wish you hadn’t as either the duty DI or
several of them will immediately and very typically at
least one recruit makes that mistake when they first arrive
providing a learning opportunity for the other recruits to
not repeat the mistake. I was never afforded the opportuni
ty since my rack was at the front of the quarter deck near-
est to the DI hut. When instructed to “get online,” recruits
stand next to their footlockers facing the quarter deck at
the position of attention.

Once all the recruits are online one half of the platoon is
instructed to make a head call (head is the Naval/Marine
Corps term for bathroom) while the other half get dressed
in the uniform of the day. Almost every day of recruit
training the uniform of the day is camouflaged utilities,
and or PT gear for Physical Training. The DI will count
down when the recruits make a head call to be completed.
Once again, it is in the recruit’s best interest to have fin-
ished and returned online as quickly as possible to avoid
being addressed and most likely sent to the classroom to
begin being PT’ ed.




When a recruit is PT’ ed, they do side straddle hops
(jumping jacks), push-ups, mountain climbers, or bends
and thrust. Mountain climbers are done by placing both
hands on the floor and simulating climbing a mountain
with your legs. Bends and thrusts are performed by stand-
ing at attention, bending down and placing your hands on
the floor, kicking your legs out so you are in a push up
position, and returning to the position of attention as
quickly as possible.

R&R METAL INC.

A
Buyers of scrap metal.

2\
@ e

4921 Mackinaw Trl. Reed City MI 49677

Jordan Lodholtz
Phone: 231-832-0330

Any one of these exercises will be performed until in-
structed to change exercises or as most of the DI’s will
kindly inform the recruit, “until I’m tired.” If this activity
occurs outdoors then the recruit or in some occasions the
entire platoon goes to the “pit”, (a sandy area specifically
made for this purpose or any other dirt location chosen by
the DI). When outdoors, digging like a dog may also be
included in the mix of exercises administered. Most pla-
toons make several group ventures to the pit during their
first phase of recruit training, about the first five weeks of
boot camp. Whenever a recruit is being PT’ed it is not
advisable to slow down, act tired, or ask how much long- I
er. Any of these mistakes will result in an extended period
of disciplinary PT or some other form of physical correc-
tive measure.

Chippewa Stone

& Gravel Inc

15240 110th Ave
Rodney, Ml 49342
(231) 867-5757

INSURANCE AGENCY

U Year"%;

Home Auto Life  Business

TYLER SCHUBERG, CIC
107 N. Michigan Ave.

i Big Rapids, MI 48307 Office: (231) 796-5881 Agency Owner

Certified Insurance Counselor

In addition to these daily activities there are three times
for chow, sessions of close order drill, and classes. Close
order drill is learning to march, moving as an organized
unit, and the manual of arms. This is practiced daily as it
1s part of the evaluations for both the platoon and the sen-
1or Drill Instructor in the final phase of recruit training.
Classes are attended by recruits to learn Marine Corps
and military history, courtesies, and conduct. Other sub-
jects such as first aid, rifle maintenance, and the Uniform
Code of Military Justice are taught in preparation for the
practical examination in third phase also. These evalua-
tions as well as a Physical Fitness Test (PFT) and final
inspection are the last items of recruit training. In more
current time recruits also complete the Crucible to earn
the title of U.S. Marine.

tyler@schubergagency.com 24 Hour: (231) 287-0287
FAX: (231) 796-5022

|| www.schubergagency.com

19 West Main St. Fremont, MI 49412
(231) 335-2147 Pool Table’s—Game Room
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' RIVERSBEND

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

| 231-796-3507

To be continued...
745 Water Tower Rd.

Big Rapids
www.riversbendah.com
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

2025-2026 Chapter #18 Officers & Chairperson
Commander / PR Chuck Rathbun , PCC  (231) 796 —4772
Adjutant / Service Officer
SR. Vice Cmdr. Newsletter

Jenelle Vanhouten

Reginald Norris ,PCC
Junior Vice Commander Don Spurlock
Treasurer & Americanism Brandyn Rybicki

Chaplain & Legislative Chairperson Pete Goetz.

Commander, Membership Alita Fullmer (517)-599-8599
Senior Vice Cmdr.
Junior Vice Cmdr./ Chaplain

Adjutant, Treasurer Barbra Mc Comb
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: “Building better lives for American Veterans and their families”
: “DAV18 Mi.org”

1 Email davl8@gmail.com

1
1
1




