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As Respond Now closes another fiscal year, we are grateful for the
support that has helped us serve local families facing food
insecurity, housing instability, and unexpected hardships.

Over the past year, more than 300 families received food, toys, and
holiday essentials through our Christmas Store, our first-ever Home
for the Holidays fundraiser was a success, and we proudly reopened
our building to welcome clients into a cleaner, brighter, and more
welcoming space. Respond Now also expanded services with
workforce development staff and the return of volunteers in the
Maureen Miller Food Pantry.

As our fiscal year comes to a close, we invite you to support
Respond Now with a donation. Your gift provides food, housing
support, essential resources to neighbors in need — and helps
strengthen our work throughout the year ahead.

Thank you for being part of the Respond Now mission.

Reflecting on a Year of Impact, With More Work Ahead



Respond Now is honored to be one of three organizations serving the southern
suburbs of Chicago selected to receive funding through CN’s broader $750,000
investment in homelessness prevention efforts across the region.

More recently, CN announced inaugural gifts for local organizations near both
its Homewood, Illinois and Winnipeg, Manitoba training facilities to support
access to services and help prevent homelessness in those communities. Through
this initiative, Respond Now will receive a transformational $250,000
commitment in support of our homelessness prevention services over the next
two years.

Respond Now Receives Transformational Support
from Canadian National Railway Company

Interested in learning more on how to support Respond Now?
Contact Patricia Sokolow, Development Manager - psokolow@respondnow.org

This funding will help individuals and families
remain safely housed through emergency rental,
mortgage, and utility assistance while
connecting households to additional support
services that promote long-term stability. As the
need for homelessness prevention assistance
continues to grow across the south suburbs, this
partnership will have a direct and meaningful
impact on local families facing housing
instability and financial hardship.

We are deeply grateful to CN for its generosity
and commitment to strengthening the
communities where its employees live and work.
Together, we are helping ensure more families
have access to safe, stable housing and the
support they need to move forward.

For more information about CN’s initiative see - www.cn.ca/rrfc
Press Release - CN Announces $100 Million Over Ten Years for Homelessness Prevention

https://www.facebook.com/CNrail?__cft__[0]=AZY-N407vfdVh_HPigVULNOzgJObc1AahqYnhnkhzlrYtd8e1UjLQl4fu369eg7rrRb_Ol4n1lpmGC_LSPzY0gUyX53IiaxZJKFaioigLAN-yYw9s5051ZpymbUNDk7me5EBJ1KLDr2Adaa3Xt_2eamYqJUBKWvBKD1dCurC_MVpZaUKDrTsSRWY_AZKiq8qtjfq8rDVoXaug96jQA7yCXUk&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.cn.ca/en/about-cn/railroaders-for-change/
https://www.cn.ca/en/news/2026/05/cn-announces-$100-million-over-ten-years-for-homelessness-preven/
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Celebrating Community Impact
Respond Now welcomed community members, sponsors, and partners to the 2026 Meals
for Our Neighbors Benefit on May 21 at Sergeant Means Park in support of local families
facing food insecurity, housing instability, and financial hardship.

The evening featured live music by Leo For and updates on Respond Now’s continued
community impact and future growth initiatives. In April, Respond Now’s food pantries
served 305 households and 787 individuals in Chicago Heights, along with 106 households
and 320 individuals in Sauk Village. These numbers reflect pantry services specifically
and highlight the growing need for accessible support services throughout the south
suburban community.

The event also included the inaugural Respond Now Community Impact Partner Awards
recognizing Scott’s U-Save Tires & Auto Repair and Sugar Steel for their outstanding
partnership and commitment to Respond Now’s mission. Executive Director Carl Wolf
was also presented with a plaque featuring a surprise special recognition celebrating his
upcoming 20th anniversary. Respond Now extends sincere thanks to all sponsors,
volunteers, and community partners who helped make the evening possible.
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HOLIDAY EVENT & ACTIVITIES

to every one of our donors, supporters, and all who believe
our neighbors deserve access to the essential support that

helps people move forward each day.

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU

In Memory of
Shelley DeVoe
Maureen Miller
Michael Miller

In Honor of
*Marsha Sices

*Name corrected from
previous newsletter spelling.

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Second Annual Fundraiser

CHRISTMAS STORE
December 15 - 16

Event Details and Sponsorship Opportunities
Coming Soon
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