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Remembering... My Dear Friend Prabhakar!

Ravi Juyal
School friend

An early morning quick scan of my social media posts
shockingly informed me of passing away of our dear friend for
fifty years. He was not at all suited to leave us so suddenly when
we had regathered and rekindled our childhood friendship. Now
we were all retired and all the time to pursue our passions,
hobbies and things which we loved but could not follow up due to
hectic commitments.

| called up another classmate. He too could not believe it.

Prabhakar and me studied in late seventies in the same school
and class before he passed Intermediate and shifted to a bigger
platform. He joined DAV college and became more active in RSS
&ABVP activities.

But how can | forget his " jonoon" for wearing uniform getting it
starched and "kadak" ironed. He was our cadet captain who was
sort of in charge of the provincial cadet training (equivalent to
NCC) .Always commanding the parade on top of highest pitch of
voice. He led all from the front giving instructions for distribution
of uniforms to after parade biscuits and snacks.

One fine day | saw his posters pasted in prominent places in
Dehradun. He was ABVP candidate for union presidentship.

That was the era when students having communist leanings
such as SFI mainly from Punjab had total domination. Reason
being, they were wards of big Agriculturist having deep pockets.
Our own Prabhakar had no money to fight. He was an ordinary
soul from a family of priests having high morals and no flush
money. We students often went home via Hanuman chowk
(mandir) to receive big bounty of prasad whenever Prabhakar
was doing the duties of the Hanuman Mandir priest. He did it
often to be a stopgap priest to fill the position briefly whenever his
uncle went away to do some other duties. Tuesdays were often
done that way.
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He joined SBI as a direct recruit, being first class throughout his
school days; to help the family and continue his thirst for
knowledge. Those days first division holders were offered direct
recruitmentin Banks.

| came to know that he could not pursue his passion to join IMA
as an officer.

But then he devoted himself to his profession with utmost
sincerity and perfected it so well to rise fast and also be liked by
all his colleagues in the Bank.

We remained so proud of him.

| shifted to do my Bachelor's degree in Engineering and
subsequently got commissioned into Indian Navy.

Life was very harsh on him. Political rivalries, especially during
emergency saw him going underground and injured severely by
the goons of opposition party. What was his fault? Why?

Because my friend never compromised on his principles.

We are so proud of him and his values.

We picked up threads again on 2007when | migrated back to
Dehradun. We often talked, exchanged notes, talked about his
books, passion for writing.

Magazine "t kept him happy and contended while Mrs. Vinod
Uniyal was pursuing her social and political passions.

They remained so contended and a happy couple.

| must confess that he was not given his due in politics. When
last assembly elections demanded him to appear on TV debates
as political analyst; he did it with grace and serious explaining
without hurting anyone. Then one episode of AAP party editing
his statement was the most hurting phase of his life.

He felt humiliated. Yes!

Then few old friends, who swore by his ideals of 50-55 years
surrounded and gathered around him.

We offered to march with him for his fight for principles and truth.
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Sweet Remembrance

GEM IS ALWAYS A GEM

G. S Raina

School Friend.

Late Dr Prabhakar Uniyal ji, one of my close friend is always in my
heart. We both joined Shri Laxman Vidhalaya in 1967 in class

eleven.

He was a bright student and a well discipline, trained CADET of NCC.
He was holding the BATON of Under- Officer on Dist. N.C.C.

His ambition was to be an ARMY-OFFICER but destiny provided him
the field of Banking to serve people & nation. He joined State Bank
of India & my self, Punjab & Sindh Bank.

He was a self made person, from school times to college, the RSS
worker to a leader, he always enjoyed his dignity. He was a "GIVER
NOTATAKER" in all means.

His name Prabhakar, a synonym of SUN, he was a leader with all
qualities of sun, i.e., disciplined, warm, shining, source of light &
energy for all his near and dears | will miss him till my last breath.
Dear Prabhakar, you were GREAT by all means.
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Beyond "Nana and Dada": An Unwavering
Embrace of Love and Strength

Junnyali Panthri
Grand Daughter

The winding roads of Dehradun would blur past the car window,
each turn bringing us closer to our vacation home. But the moment the
familiar red lights of Ajabpur flickered into view, a collective cheer would
erupt in the backseat. "Nadaji ka ghar!" the grandkids would yell, a chorus
of anticipation for the haven that awaited.

Nadaji's house wasn't just a place; it was a living, breathing
extension of him. From the warm greetings at the gate to the ever-
evolving beauty of his beloved gardens, every summer held a new
adventure. We'd plant our favourite flowers, nurture budding plants, and
learn the secrets of fragrant herbs. We even helped build a tranquil pahadi
and pond amidst the garden where every blade of grass is a testament to
his dedication.

"The office" was a wonderland for curious little minds. Stepping
through its threshold, the temperature dipped slightly, creating a distinct
atmosphere. This was his domain, filled with towering bookshelves
overflowing with stories, and intriguing relics of a bygone technological
age. Here, many of us had our first encounters with video games, Sanskrit
scriptures, and the sheer joy of limitless staplers & paperweights. It was a
portal to a different world - Nadaji's world.

His love for life was infectious. He'd make surprise visits for
birthdays and important milestones, his presence a source of warmth and
security. We'd watch him shave, our mundane chitchat punctuated by the
rhythmic scrape of the blade and gentle warnings to stay clear. The scent
of Old Spice would forever be linked to those mornings. More importantly,
Nadaji instilled in us the values he held dear. He taught us the art of prayer,
the intricacies of reading kundalis, & jamnpatris, and the power of
carefully chosen shlokas from his vast collection of scriptures.

His smile, embrace, and unwavering strength are the memories
that live on in each of us. Nadaji may be gone, but his spirit continues to
bloom within us, just like the flowers in his garden. He is deeply missed,
but never forgotten. For the ever-present Nadaji, lovingly called nana and
dada by his grandchildren.
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