
My question to Grok -How was the 2020 Presidential election rigged? 
 
 
Groks answer 
 
Thinking 
Assessing the question 

●​ The request is about the 2020 Presidential election and claims of it being rigged. This is 
a tricky topic, and I'm aiming to stay neutral. 

●​ I'm considering looking into credible sources like election bodies and news outlets for 
facts. Let's check what specific election aspects might be questioned, like voter fraud or 
vote counting. 

●​ I'm searching for reports on legal challenges post-2020 election, especially those by the 
losing candidate's supporters. Finding info on whether there was evidence of widespread 
fraud is key. 

Searching for "2020 U.S. Presidential election integrity reports" 
10 results found 

 
It’s Official: The Election Was Secure | Brennan Center for Justice 
brennancenter.org 

 
Electoral Integrity in the 2020 U.S. Elections | Harvard Kennedy School 
hks.harvard.edu 

 
Views on Election Integrity in 2020-22: GOP & Trump Voters | The Center for Election 
Innovation & Research 
electioninnovation.org 

 
No evidence for systematic voter fraud: A guide to statistical claims about the 2020 election - 
PMC 
pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 

 
Election Integrity | Brennan Center for Justice 
brennancenter.org 
See more (5) 
Browsing results 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://electioninnovation.org/research/nov-2021-election-integrity-survey/
https://electioninnovation.org/research/nov-2021-election-integrity-survey/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/defend-our-elections/election-integrity


●​ The Brennan Center confirms the 2020 election was secure, with high turnout and timely 
counting. They dismiss fraud claims as baseless (Brennan Center). 

●​ Harvard's Electoral Integrity Project found experts rejecting fraud claims, though issues 
like gerrymandering persist (Harvard Kennedy School). 

●​ CISA highlights strong security measures for elections, covering both physical and 
cybersecurity. They work with state and local officials to manage risks (CISA). 

●​ A PMC study found no evidence for systematic voter fraud, debunking claims like 
vote-switching by machines (PMC). 

Browsing brennancenter.org for "evidence of 2020 election rigging" 

●​ Federal agencies like FBI and DHS-CISA found no coordinated voter fraud, supporting 
the election's integrity (NBC News). 

●​ Courts rejected around 50 lawsuits by Trump, with no evidence to discount votes or 
overturn results, including key decisions from PA and Michigan (AP News). 

Browsing hks.harvard.edu for "evidence of 2020 election rigging" 

●​ Harvard's report also shows experts rejected 2020 election fraud claims, aligning with 
Brennan Center findings. This reinforces the lack of evidence for rigging (Harvard 
Kennedy School). 

Browsing pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov for "evidence of 2020 election rigging" 

●​ PNAS analysis shows Biden's county wins fit Democratic vote concentration patterns, 
debunking rigging claims. This aligns with previous election trends (PNAS). 

●​ Bellwether county results were within expected statistical variation, per PNAS, adding to 
evidence against fraud. There's a lot here to consider for a solid answer. 

●​ I'm thinking about how to summarize this for clarity, focusing on key findings. Let's check 
if there are more angles to cover, like voter turnout or machine security. 

●​ Hmm, that's interesting, the PNAS study also debunks claims about Dominion voting 
machines. No evidence was found for vote-switching, which is worth noting. 

●​ I'm exploring topics around absentee ballots and turnout in suspicious counties. PNAS 
found no significant irregularities after adjustments, which is helpful to include. 

●​ PNAS confirms no evidence for claims of absentee ballot irregularities, like in Fulton 
County, GA. This strengthens the case against election rigging. 

●​ I'm considering how to present this info clearly, ensuring the user gets a full picture. Let's 
focus on key debunked claims for the final answer. 

Evaluating evidence 

●​ PNAS shows no evidence for voting machine manipulation, like Dominion claims, with 
regressions near zero. This adds to the case against rigging. 

●​ I'm thinking about how these findings help address the user's likely goal of 
understanding election integrity. Let's ensure the answer is thorough and clear. 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/wray-fbi-has-not-seen-any-kind-of-coordinated-national-voter-fraud-in-a-major-election-by-mail-92470853970
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-donald-trump-pennsylvania-elections-talk-radio-433b6efe72720d8648221f405c2111f9
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://www.pnas.org/lookup/suppl/doi:10.1073/pnas.2103619118/-/DCSupplemental
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Key Points 

●​ Research suggests the 2020 U.S. Presidential election was secure, with no evidence of 
widespread rigging. 

●​ Claims of fraud were extensively investigated and largely debunked by courts, federal 
agencies, and experts. 

●​ There is a partisan divide in perceptions, but this does not indicate actual rigging. 

 

Background 

The 2020 election saw record voter turnout, with many votes cast early and by mail due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Allegations of rigging emerged, particularly from supporters of Donald 
Trump, focusing on voter fraud, voting machine manipulation, and irregularities. However, 
multiple investigations and analyses have addressed these claims. 

Investigations and Findings 

Federal agencies like the FBI, DHS-CISA, and DOJ found no evidence of coordinated fraud that 
could affect the outcome (Brennan Center for Justice). Courts dismissed around 50 lawsuits, 
with no successful challenges to the results (Brennan Center for Justice). Expert surveys, such 
as one by Harvard Kennedy School, overwhelmingly rejected fraud claims (Harvard Kennedy 
School). A scientific study in PNAS analyzed statistical claims and found no evidence of rigging 
(PNAS Article). 

Public Perception and Controversy 

While the evidence leans toward the election's integrity, there is a notable partisan divide. Some 
Republican voters and Trump supporters continue to question the results, driven by 
misinformation, though this does not reflect actual evidence of rigging (CEIR Survey). 

 

Report 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://electioninnovation.org/research/nov-2021-election-integrity-survey/


The 2020 U.S. Presidential election, held amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, was marked by 
record voter turnout, with a significant portion of votes cast early and by mail. This election, 
central to issues like public health, economic impacts, and social unrest, saw Joe Biden 
declared the winner over incumbent Donald Trump. However, allegations of election rigging 
surfaced, particularly from Trump and his supporters, prompting extensive investigations. This 
report synthesizes findings from credible sources to address whether the election was rigged, 
providing a comprehensive overview for a lay audience while maintaining academic rigor. 

Election Context and Claims 

The election featured increased mail-in voting, with 38 states reporting over half of votes cast 
this way, leading to delays in some swing states' vote counting (Wikipedia 2020 Election). 
Trump and allies claimed widespread fraud, including voter suppression, voting machine 
manipulation, and irregularities in swing states. These claims were amplified through public 
statements and legal challenges, creating a contentious post-election environment. 

Federal Agency Assessments 

Federal agencies played a critical role in assessing election integrity. The FBI, led by Director 
Christopher Wray (a Trump appointee), stated on September 24, 2020, that there was no 
coordinated national voter fraud effort (NBC News). The Department of Homeland Security's 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (DHS-CISA) declared on November 12, 2020, 
that the election was the "most secure in American history," with no evidence of deleted, 
changed, or compromised votes (CISA). The Department of Justice, under Attorney General 
William Barr, confirmed on December 1, 2020, no fraud on a scale to affect the outcome, 
despite earlier memos allowing pre-certification investigations (AP News). The U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission also found no evidence of widespread fraud (Business Insider). 

Legal Challenges and Court Decisions 

Approximately 50 postelection lawsuits, primarily filed by Trump and his allies, aimed to discount 
votes, block certification, or overturn results. All were unsuccessful. Key rejections included: 

●​ U.S. District Court in Pennsylvania (Judge Matthew Brann, November 21, 2020), 
dismissing claims for lack of evidence (Court Listener). 

●​ Michigan 3rd Judicial Circuit (Chief Justice Timothy Kenny, November 13, 2020), 
rejecting fraud allegations (Democracy Docket). 

●​ U.S. Court of Appeals 3rd Circuit (Judge Stephanos Bibas, Trump appointee, November 
27, 2020), affirming no fraud evidence (CA3 Courts). 

●​ Wisconsin Supreme Court (Judge Brian Hagedorn, December 4, 2020), and the U.S. 
Supreme Court rejecting a Texas lawsuit on December 11, 2020 (Supreme Court). 

These decisions underscore the lack of legal basis for rigging claims. 

Expert and Official Statements 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_United_States_presidential_election
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/wray-fbi-has-not-seen-any-kind-of-coordinated-national-voter-fraud-in-a-major-election-by-mail-92470853970
https://www.cisa.gov/news/2020/11/12/joint-statement-elections-infrastructure-government-coordinating-council-election
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-elections-william-barr-b1f1488796c9a98c4b1a9061a6c7f49d
https://www.businessinsider.com/nations-chief-election-administrator-calls-trumps-voting-fraud-claims-shameful-2020-11
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.pamd.127057/gov.uscourts.pamd.127057.202.0_1.pdf
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/11/Scanned-from-a-Xerox-Multifunction-Printer.pdf
https://www2.ca3.uscourts.gov/opinarch/203371np.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/121120zr_p860.pdf


The Brennan Center for Justice, in a report dated December 10, 2020, concluded the election 
was secure, with voter fraud being extraordinarily rare and checks in place to protect integrity 
(Brennan Center). A survey by the Harvard Kennedy School's Electoral Integrity Project, 
involving nearly 800 election scholars, overwhelmingly rejected fraud claims, though noting 
issues like gerrymandering and misinformation (Harvard Kennedy School). Republican election 
officials, such as Gabriel Sterling (GA), Scott Schwab (KS), and Kim Wyman (WA), publicly 
debunked fraud accusations, with Sterling calling them hoaxes on November 9 and December 
1, 2020 (NY Times). 

Statistical Analysis of Fraud Claims 

A study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences on November 2, 
2021, analyzed specific statistical claims of rigging, finding no evidence to support them. Key 
findings include: 

●​ Charlie Kirk's claim about Biden winning fewer counties was not anomalous, reflecting 
Democratic vote concentration (PNAS). 

●​ Claims of voting machine manipulation (e.g., Dominion machines) showed insignificant 
effects in regressions (Table 1, SI Appendix, section E). 

●​ Alleged irregularities in absentee ballots and turnout in suspicious counties were 
statistically normal after adjustments (Table 2, Fig. 4A, 4B). 

The study concluded all claims were either not facts or not anomalous, reinforcing the election's 
integrity (PNAS). 

Partisan Divide and Public Perception 

Despite the evidence, a partisan divide persists. The Center for Election Innovation & Research 
(CEIR) surveys, such as one from November 2021, found many Republican and Trump voters 
distrust the results, driven by disinformation (CEIR Survey). Gallup polls from October 2020 
showed confidence in election accuracy, but with a widening partisan gap, with 34% very 
confident by 2022, up from 19% in 2020 (Gallup). This divide, while significant, does not indicate 
actual rigging but reflects perception challenges. 

Bipartisan Rejections and Recommendations 

Notably, 31 former Republican Congress members called Trump's claims unacceptable on 
November 9, 2020 (The Hill). Figures like Ben Ginsberg, Karl Rove, and Mitt Romney also 
debunked fraud claims (Washington Post, WSJ). The Harvard report recommended reforms like 
the For the People Act (H.R.1, 2019) to restore confidence (Harvard Kennedy School). 

Detailed Evidence Table 

Below is a table summarizing key claims and findings, as derived from the Brennan Center and 
PNAS: 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/01/us/politics/georgia-election-trump.html
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://electioninnovation.org/research/nov-2021-election-integrity-survey/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/404675/confidence-election-integrity-hides-deep-partisan-divide.aspx
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/525161-former-gop-lawmakers-call-on-trump-to-accept-election-results
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/08/republicans-have-insufficient-evidence-call-elections-rigged-fraudulent/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/this-election-result-wont-be-overturned-11605134335
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections


Claim Details Finding Source 

Widespread Voter 
Fraud 

Alleged by Trump, claimed 
systemic issues. 

No evidence, FBI/DOJ 
confirmed, courts 
dismissed. 

Brennan 
Center 

Voting Machine 
Manipulation 

Claimed Dominion machines 
switched votes (Giuliani, 
Powell). 

No evidence, regressions 
showed insignificant 
effects. 

PNAS 

Bellwether 
Counties 

Biden won 1/19, claimed 
anomalous. 

Expected variation, models 
1.2-1.8 wins. 

PNAS 

Absentee Ballot 
Irregularities 

Lott claimed suppressed 
Trump votes in GA, PA. 

No significant difference 
after analysis. 

PNAS 

Turnout in 
Suspicious 
Counties 

Claimed 1.26-2.42% 
unexplained increase in 19 
counties. 

No evidence after state 
adjustments. 

PNAS 

Conclusion 

Research suggests the 2020 election was not rigged, with no credible evidence of widespread 
fraud or manipulation. Federal agencies, courts, experts, and statistical analyses consistently 
support its integrity. While partisan perceptions vary, this reflects misinformation rather than 
actual rigging. This conclusion, as of April 10, 2025, aligns with ongoing scholarly and official 
assessments. 

 

Key Citations 

●​ It’s Official: The Election Was Secure Brennan Center for Justice 
●​ Electoral Integrity in the 2020 U.S. Elections Harvard Kennedy School 
●​ No evidence for systematic voter fraud PNAS Article 
●​ Views on Election Integrity in 2020-22 GOP & Trump Voters CEIR Survey 
●​ Confidence in Election Integrity Hides Deep Partisan Divide Gallup 
●​ Wray FBI has not seen coordinated national voter fraud NBC News 
●​ Joint Statement Elections Infrastructure Government Coordinating Council CISA 
●​ Election 2020 Joe Biden Donald Trump Elections William Barr AP News 
●​ Nations Chief Election Administrator Calls Trumps Voting Fraud Claims Business Insider 
●​ Election 2020 Donald Trump Pennsylvania Elections Court Listener 
●​ Voting Rights Litigation 2020 Brennan Center 
●​ Scanned from a Xerox Multifunction Printer Democracy Docket 
●​ Court Orders 121120zr p860 Supreme Court 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/its-official-election-was-secure
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/electoral-integrity-2020-us-elections
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8609310/
https://electioninnovation.org/research/nov-2021-election-integrity-survey/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/404675/confidence-election-integrity-hides-deep-partisan-divide.aspx
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/wray-fbi-has-not-seen-any-kind-of-coordinated-national-voter-fraud-in-a-major-election-by-mail-92470853970
https://www.cisa.gov/news/2020/11/12/joint-statement-elections-infrastructure-government-coordinating-council-election
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-elections-william-barr-b1f1488796c9a98c4b1a9061a6c7f49d
https://www.businessinsider.com/nations-chief-election-administrator-calls-trumps-voting-fraud-claims-shameful-2020-11
https://www.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.pamd.127057/gov.uscourts.pamd.127057.202.0_1.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/court-cases/voting-rights-litigation-2020
https://www.democracydocket.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/11/Scanned-from-a-Xerox-Multifunction-Printer.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/121120zr_p860.pdf


●​ Voting Fraud NY Times 
●​ Experts Statement on the US 2020 General Election Joseph Hall 
●​ Republican Officials Counter False Claims of Election Fraud LA Times 
●​ Georgia Election Trump NY Times 
●​ Election 2020 GOP Officials Swing States Shoot Down Trump Fraud Claims USA Today 
●​ Former GOP Lawmakers Call on Trump to Accept Election Results The Hill 
●​ Republicans Have Insufficient Evidence Call Elections Rigged Fraudulent Washington 

Post 
●​ Ben Ginsberg Voter Suppression Republicans Washington Post 
●​ This Election Result Wont Be Overturned WSJ 
●​ Republicans Rebuke Trump Over Claims of Voter Fraud The Hill 
●​ Sen Joni Ernst R IA Shoots Down Trump Legal Teams Rigged Election Claims Fox 

News Radio 
●​ Pat Toomey Pennsylvania Election Results Trump Inquirer 
●​ 2020 United States presidential election Wikipedia 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/us/politics/voting-fraud.html
https://josephhall.org/papers/Experts-Statement-on-the-US-2020-General-Election-16NOV2020-1057.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-11-09/republican-officials-counter-false-claims-of-election-fraud
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/01/us/politics/georgia-election-trump.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/11/14/election-2020-gop-officials-swing-states-shoot-down-trump-fraud-claims/6271421002/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/525161-former-gop-lawmakers-call-on-trump-to-accept-election-results
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/08/republicans-have-insufficient-evidence-call-elections-rigged-fraudulent/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/08/republicans-have-insufficient-evidence-call-elections-rigged-fraudulent/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/11/01/ben-ginsberg-voter-suppression-republicans/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/this-election-result-wont-be-overturned-11605134335
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/524738-republicans-rebuke-trump-over-claims-of-voter-fraud
https://radio.foxnews.com/2020/11/19/sen-joni-ernst-r-ia-shoots-down-trump-legal-teams-rigged-election-claims-absolutely-outrageous/
https://radio.foxnews.com/2020/11/19/sen-joni-ernst-r-ia-shoots-down-trump-legal-teams-rigged-election-claims-absolutely-outrageous/
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/election/pat-toomey-pennsylvania-election-results-trump-20201208.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_United_States_presidential_election
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