My question to Grok- What rules or statutes did Chris Krebs violate while performing his duties
in the 2020 election

April 12/2025
Groks Answer

Thinking
Researching Chris Krebs

e I'mlooking into who Chris Krebs is and his role in the 2020 election.
e | think he was involved in cybersecurity, but | should confirm that.

Searching for "Chris Krebs role in 2020 election”
10 results found
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See more (5)

Browsing results

e Just found that Chris Krebs led CISA during the 2020 election. He got fired by Trump for
saying it was the most secure election ever.

e There's no clear sign he broke rules, but I'm curious if there were allegations. Let's check
for specifics on violations.
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Investigating violations
e Currently searching for any rules or statutes Chris Krebs might have violated in 2020.

Searching for "did Chris Krebs violate any rules or statutes in 2020 election"
10 results found
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Fired director of U.S. cyber agency Chris Krebs explains why President Trump's claims of
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cbsnews.com
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See more (5)

Browsing results

e The search shows no evidence that Chris Krebs violated any rules or statutes. Instead,
he was fired for contradicting Trump's false fraud claims.
e Krebs consistently defended the 2020 election's integrity, like in his NPR interview (

npr

).

Searching for "investigations into Chris Krebs conduct 2020 election”
10 results found
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Browsing results

e The results show no investigations suggest Krebs violated rules. Trump's ordered probes
seem retaliatory, not based on wrongdoing.
e Krebs was interviewed by special counsel as a witness, not a target, per CNN (CNN).

Searching for "legal actions against Chris Krebs 2020 election"
10 results found
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the 2020 election. - Votebeat
votebeat.org
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e No legal actions were found against Chris Krebs for the 2020 election. Trump's moves,
like revoking clearance, are retaliatory, not legal, per Votebeat (Votebeat).

e All sources, including USA Today, show Krebs defended election integrity without legal
violations (USA Today).

e Hmm, it's clear no legal actions were taken against Krebs for rule violations. Let's see if
there are other angles to explore.

Evaluating findings

I'm reviewing if there’s anything else to consider about Krebs’ conduct.
It looks like all evidence points to him acting within his duties, not violating any rules.
No results from the searches indicated that Krebs violated any rules or statutes. Instead,
the focus was on his dismissal and his defense of the election's integrity.

e Searches for violations consistently showed Krebs was targeted for telling the truth about
election security.
I'm thinking this confirms he didn't break any rules, but let's ensure we cover all bases.
Finding info on whether there were any overlooked reports or lesser-known actions
against him now.

e Trump's accusations of Krebs "weaponizing" authority are baseless, dismissed by
fact-checkers, per Politifact (Politifact).

e No evidence suggests Krebs violated laws like the Hatch Act, and he focused on his duty
to protect election security.
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Key Points

e Research suggests Chris Krebs did not violate any rules or statutes during the 2020
election.

e |t seems likely that his dismissal was due to contradicting President Trump's fraud
claims, not misconduct.

e The evidence leans toward Krebs acting within his role to ensure election security.

Background

Chris Krebs served as the Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA) from November 2018 to November 17, 2020, overseeing the security of the 2020 U.S.
presidential election. His role involved protecting against cyber threats and ensuring the integrity
of the electoral process.

Analysis

Multiple searches and reliable sources, including news articles and fact-checks, indicate no
evidence of Krebs violating any laws, regulations, or ethical standards. Instead, he was fired
after CISA declared the 2020 election "the most secure in American history," contradicting
Trump's unfounded fraud claims. Subsequent investigations ordered by Trump appear
retaliatory, not based on misconduct.

Conclusion

Given the available information, it appears Chris Krebs did not violate any rules or statutes, and
his actions were consistent with his professional duties.

Survey Note: Detailed Analysis of Chris Krebs' Conduct in the 2020
Election

This survey note provides a comprehensive examination of whether Chris Krebs, former
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), violated any rules or
statutes while performing his duties during the 2020 U.S. presidential election. The analysis is



based on extensive research conducted on April 12, 2025, and draws from multiple credible
sources to ensure accuracy and depth.

Context and Role of Chris Krebs

Chris Krebs was appointed Director of CISA in November 2018 and served until his dismissal on
November 17, 2020. CISA, part of the Department of Homeland Security, is responsible for
protecting critical infrastructure, including election systems, from cyber threats. During the 2020
election, Krebs' role was pivotal in securing the electoral process against hacking and
misinformation, particularly in light of heightened concerns following Russian interference in
2016.

On November 12, 2020, CISA, under Krebs' leadership, issued a joint statement with election
security partners declaring the 2020 election "the most secure in American history" and
asserting, "There is no evidence that any voting system deleted or lost votes, changed votes, or
was in any way compromised" (Christopher Krebs Fired By Trump After Correcting Voter Fraud
Disinformation : NPR). This statement directly contradicted President Donald Trump's claims of
widespread election fraud, leading to Krebs' immediate termination via an X post on November
17, 2020 (Christopher Krebs Fired By Trump After Correcting Voter Fraud Disinformation :
NPR).

Examination of Alleged Violations

The user's query focuses on whether Krebs violated any rules or statutes during his duties. To
address this, the analysis considered multiple dimensions, including legal actions,
investigations, and public statements.

Legal Actions Against Krebs

Extensive searches for "legal actions against Chris Krebs 2020 election" yielded no evidence of
criminal charges, civil lawsuits, or legal penalties against Krebs for violating any laws or
regulations. Instead, the results highlighted administrative actions by Trump, such as revoking
Krebs' security clearance on April 9, 2025, and ordering investigations by the Department of
Justice and Homeland Security (The memorandum heightens fears about retribution against
those who upheld the integrity of the 2020 election. - Votebeat). These actions were framed as
retaliatory, aimed at punishing Krebs for defending the election's integrity, rather than
addressing any misconduct (Targeting Chris Krebs, Trump repeats 2020 election falsehood -
Politifact).

For instance, a White House memorandum dated April 9, 2025, accused Krebs of "weaponizing
and abusing his Government authority" and "censorship of disfavored speech," but these claims
were not supported by evidence and were part of a broader narrative to discredit critics of
Trump's election fraud assertions (Addressing Risks from Chris Krebs and Government
Censorship — The White House). Fact-checks, such as those by Politifact, labeled Trump's
claims as "Pants on Fire!" false, reinforcing that Krebs' actions were within his professional
scope (Targeting Chris Krebs, Trump repeats 2020 election falsehood - Politifact).
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Investigations into Krebs' Conduct

Searches for "investigations into Chris Krebs conduct 2020 election" revealed that while Trump
ordered probes into Krebs' activities, these were not initiated due to evidence of violations but
as part of a campaign of retribution. For example, on April 9, 2025, Trump directed federal
agencies to review Krebs' time at CISA, but this was linked to his contradiction of Trump's fraud
claims, not to any wrongdoing (Trump orders probes of two former officials who defied him -
NBC News). Notably, Krebs was interviewed by special counsel Jack Smith in early May 2023
as part of an investigation into Trump's efforts to overturn the election, but this positioned Krebs

as a witness, not a target (Chris Krebs: Top election security expert fired by Trump confirms he
spoke with special counsel | CNN Politics).

Public statements from Krebs and election officials further support that his actions were
consistent with his role. In a December 16, 2020, Senate hearing, Krebs reiterated, "While
elections are sometimes messy, this was a secure election. Of that | have no doubt," and found
no evidence disputing the election's integrity (Christopher Krebs defends election integrity at
contentious Senate hearing - CBS News). This aligns with CISA's mission and does not suggest
any violation of rules or statutes.

Public and Expert Assessments

Multiple sources, including news outlets like NPR, CBS News, and USA Today, consistently
portray Krebs as having acted with integrity. In an interview with "60 Minutes" on November 29,
2020, Krebs explained, "l have confidence in the security of this election because | know the
work that we've done for four years in support of our state and local partners," emphasizing the
success of CISA's efforts (Fired director of U.S. cyber agency Chris Krebs explains why
President Trump's claims of election interferen re false - CBS News). This narrative is
echoed in Wikipedia, which notes Krebs was fired for contradicting Trump's false claims, with no

mention of violations (Chris Krebs - Wikipedia).

Experts and election officials, including Republicans like Georgia's Brad Raffensperger, praised
Krebs for putting country over party, further undermining any notion of misconduct (Ex-election

security chief Christopher Krebs calls out GOP on threats against election officials: 'lt's got to
stop' - USA Today).

Table: Summary of Key Findings

Aspect Finding
Legal Actions Against No criminal charges, civil lawsuits, or legal penalties identified.
Krebs
Investigations Ordered Retaliatory probes by Trump, not based on evidence of

violations.
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https://www.cbsnews.com/amp/news/chris-krebs-senate-hearing-defends-2020-election/
https://www.cbsnews.com/amp/news/chris-krebs-senate-hearing-defends-2020-election/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/election-results-security-chris-krebs-60-minutes-2020-11-29/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/election-results-security-chris-krebs-60-minutes-2020-11-29/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_Krebs
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/16/christopher-krebs-tells-gop-move-on-false-election-fraud-claims/3921503001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/16/christopher-krebs-tells-gop-move-on-false-election-fraud-claims/3921503001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/16/christopher-krebs-tells-gop-move-on-false-election-fraud-claims/3921503001/

Public Statements Krebs consistently defended election security, aligning with CISA
role.

Expert and Official Views Praised for integrity, no evidence of misconduct.

Legal and Ethical Framework

As a federal official, Krebs was bound by laws such as the Hatch Act, which limits political
activity by government employees, and ethical standards for public service. There is no
indication that Krebs engaged in political activity or violated these standards. His actions, such
as launching CISA's Rumor Control website to debunk election disinformation, were
professional duties aimed at protecting democracy, not partisan activities (Christopher Krebs:
Correcting Trump's Fraud Claims The 'Right Thing To Do' : NPR).

Conclusion and Implications

Based on the comprehensive analysis, Chris Krebs did not violate any rules or statutes while
performing his duties in the 2020 election. His dismissal and subsequent targeting by Trump
appear to be political retaliation for contradicting the president's false fraud claims, rather than
responses to any misconduct. This conclusion is supported by the absence of legal actions, the
nature of investigations as retaliatory, and the consistent praise from experts and officials for
Krebs' integrity.

This analysis underscores the importance of protecting election security officials from political
interference and highlights the challenges faced by public servants in upholding truth during
contentious times.
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