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What’s New 

Well, it really has been two years in business as of 
February 21, 2026!  Two years on my own, not 
being retired, providing a service to the community. 

It has been a good ride thus far, and I look forward 
to a promising future! 

Being in business for myself had always been in the 
back of my mind, and I had been planning for it on 
and off for a long time.  Doing so made the 
transition into Solo Entrepreneurship that much 
easier. 

Here’s to looking forward to many more years! 

Two Years in Business! 

Join me on… 

 LinkedIn:  https://www.linkedin.com/in/robert-mansfield-
murp-aicp-0aba9234 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/335150329677118 

Web: www.rfmlanduseconsulting.com  

Email:  rfm467@gmail.com 

Yelp:  www.yelp.com/biz/rfm-land-use-consulting-madera 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/rfmlanduse 

YouTube Channel: RFM Land Use (@RobertMansfield-y3s) 

  

  

 
Let us do the 
reading for 

you! 
In land use planning 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Risk assessment: assessing the potential 
risks on a piece of land as it relates to 
the potential project.  Risks include: 
flooding, landslides, wildfires, potential 
contamination of water and land, and 
the like. 

When a developer (or anyone for that 
matters) starts a project of any side, it 
would of their best interest to know what 
types of risks there are before hand.  
That way, they can determine if the 
project is a “go, no go for launch” (thank 
you NASA); or if they need to 
incorporate additional mitigations or fixes 
in to their project (which, of course, 

Risk Assessment 

Risk Assessment (cont.) 
 

What do you call a man with a shovel? 

Doug 

What do you call a man without a shovel? 

Douglas 

What do you get when you have an angry 
sheep and angry cow?  Two animals in a 

To Laugh, or Not to Laugh, that is the Joke…. 
 

 

 

What’s New! In Land Use Planning 

  

would mean more capital outlay to get 
things started). 

Have you wondered why subdivisions of 
large sizes take so long to get to “shovel 
ready”?  Yes, going through the 
subdivision map process at the local level 
does take time, but it’s in the developers 
best interest to do their site due 
diligence up front.  Risk assessment is 
just one of the site evaluations they 
would do, along with economic feasibility 
and housing demand studies to see if the 
project would pencil out in the end. 

The time it takes to conduct a risk 
assessment depends on the complexity 

  

  

baaaadd moooood! 

=== 

Yes, Planners do have a sense of 
humor!! 
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of the project, location, use and 
surrounding uses.  In most cases, 
minimum time could be six 
months, with more in depth work 
taking up to a year. 

Assessments include: property 
record searches, site visits, soil and 
water sampling, traffic studies, air 
sampling studies, geotechnical 
studies, hazardous materials 
testing (had there been chemicals 
used on or near the site, etc.), just 
to name a few of the necessary 
evaluations. 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

New Services coming soon! 

I am in the final stages of bringing in 
some new services!  I know I’ve been 
saying this for a few months, but putting 
new services together is like bringing in 
a new menu item at a restaurant - one 
wants to make sure it is a hit and 
something people would want. 

These new services include Risk 
Assessment, Advisory Services, Research 
Services and a “Plan your Project” 
(better name maybe?) Services.  In 
addition I will be introducing Retainer 
services at different levels that will 
hopefully appeal to the gambit of 
markets I target in my services. 

Existing services will not be affected, and 
will continue to be provided going 
forward. 

If there are additional services you would 
like me to consider providing, please let 
me know! 

 

What is of interest to you, the reader… 

 I hope you have been enjoying reading 
these newsletters as much as I have in 
writing them.  I’ve been trying to find 
information that may be of some interest 
to everyone. 

Now that I’ve been doing this awhile, let 
me turn the tables on to you, my 
readers!  Please let me know what may 
be of interest to you…things you may 
want to know, or hear about. 

Additionally, if you have any 
announcements you may wish to pass 
along, or have a short piece to share, 
please pass it along and I’ll be happy to 
include it in the newsletter. 

As you know, I publish this once a 
month, so plan accordingly!  If there is a 
special announcement though, I can 
easily slip it in the email blasts as a 

  

  

separate and stand-alone item!   

If you would like to see it explained on 
YouTube, now that I have a channel 
started, please let me know too! 

Also note that I have a blog on my 
website 
(www.rfmlanduseconsulting.com) that I 
will occasionally post on.  Check it out! 

RFM Land Use Consulting  

What’s New! In Land Use Planning 
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• The Law and Planning 

• Planning theories 

• Trends in planning 

• Project highlights (both mine, 
and those in the Community) 

• Cycles in the Planning Field 

I hope you have enjoyed this publication 
of RFM Land Use Consulting’s newsletter!  
While short in nature, I hope you have 
found the information useful. 

It is my hope to periodically publish a 
newsletter to keep my clients up to date 
with articles relating to the planning 
field, as well as highlight projects I feel 
are of note for the community. 

If there are subjects of interest in the 

Publications 
 

Topics in future editions of the newsletter… 

 

 

 

If you know anyone interested in signing up for 
this newsletter, or if you’ve viewed this from the 
website and want to be included in the regular 
publication of it and for future communications 
from RFM Land Use Consulting, use a smart 
phone QR Reader on the above QR Code! 

Sign up for our Newsletter! 

RFM LAND USE 
CONSULTING 

 
 

P.O. Box 1184 
Madera, CA 93639 

USA 
 

Phone: 
559-505-5033 

 
E-Mail: 

rfm467@gmail.com 
 

www.rfmlanduseconsulting.
com 

 

Where The 
Customer Comes 

First 

planning field you would like to see here, 
please feel free to contact me with those 
ideas, and I will include them in future 
publications. 

If you know anyone wanting to subscribe 
to this newsletter, go to 
www.rfmlanduseconsulting.com, or click 
on the QR code below, it’s free! 

Thank you for reading!  

• Brown Act (public participation) 

• Services and products 

• Articles from you! 

• And…? 


