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March 13, 2020 UPDATE on Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
 

There are currently no confirmed cases of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in West Virginia. 

However, this is a rapidly evolving national situation. The Tucker County Local Health Department 

is actively working with the Tucker County Office of Emergency Management, West Virginia 

Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management and Department of Health and 

Human Resources (DHHR), and all of Tucker County’s public service agencies, health providers 

and first responders for a coordinated response to this situation.  

The Bureau of Public Health has made the following recommendations for the Control of COVID-

19 in West Virginia Communities. 

Individuals and Families at Home 

1. Individuals 60 years and older or people with compromised immune systems should avoid 

non-essential public places. 

2. Reconsider non-essential travel 

Communities 

1. Cancel all large mass gatherings or special events (e.g. sporting events, large religious 

gatherings, festivals, concerts, or any other event that bring a large group of people into a 

shared space). 

a. Determine ways to continue providing support services to individuals at increased risk of 

severe disease (services, meals, checking in) while limiting group settings and exposures. 

Schools 

Today, Friday, March 13, 2020 Gov. Jim Justice announced the decision that all schools are 

closed indefinitely.   

Workplaces 

1. Encourage staff to telework (when feasible), particularly individuals at increased risk for 

severe illness. 

2. Consider canceling large work-related gathering (e.g. in-person meetings, conferences, etc.). 

3. Consider cancelling all in and out of state non-essential travel. 
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Healthcare Settings (Including long-term care facilities, assisted living facilities, and hospitals) 

1. Implement changes to visitor polices to further limit exposures to at risk residents and 

healthcare personnel. 

2. Restrict all visitation to long-term care facilities and assisted living facilities except for serious 

medical situations 

3. Implement social distancing measures: 

a. Alter schedules to reduce mixing (e.g. stagger meals, arrival/departure, etc.). 

According to the CDC, the most effective means to prevent the spread of any respiratory virus, 

including flu, are: 

• Washing your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-

based hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available. 

• Covering your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 

coughing or sneezing. 

• Avoiding exposure to others who are sick. 

• Staying home when you are ill. 

 

DHHR's COVID-19 information hotline 24/7, toll-free at 1-800-887-4304 

 

For more information, please contact Tucker County Health Department at 304-478-3572         

or visit the Health Department’s Website at tuckerhealthwv.com 

(links to CDC and State of WV information can be found there) 


