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Hi, I’m James Collins. I will contest the next General Election for Fianna Fáil
in the Limerick City Constituency. The constituency now incorporates
Limerick city, some parts of the county and parts of
Tipperary. As a local representative on Limerick
We’ve built new
City & County Council since 2009, creating jobs has schools, new sports
always been my number one priority. I’m a director pitches, and the
of Limerick 2030 which aims to create a total of
magnificent Mungret
12,000 jobs in the Limerick region, with 5,000 in
Park for the people of
the city centre. A vibrant city will result in a thriving Mungret, Dooradoyle
community. Read my thoughts on jobs, housing,
and Raheen.
health, crime and incineration inside. Your concerns
are my concerns. You can contact me on
(087)4103105.
@JAMESJCOLLINS
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A NEW VOICE FOR THE NEXT DÁIL
I have had a very keen interest in public affairs
all my life and for me creating jobs has always
been my number one priority. I grew up in
Dooradoyle in a family steeped in public
service. My father Michael owned the Railway
Hotel before he became a TD for Limerick in
1997. My uncle, Gerard Collins, is a former
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for
Justice, and my
cousin, Niall
Collins, is a
Fianna Fáil TD
representing West
Limerick. After
studying business
in UL and
completing a
Masters at UCD, I
worked abroad as
a management
consultant for five
years. I returned to Limerick with my wife,
Eileen O’Dea, in 2000 and we subsequently
opened Collins Bar in Dooradoyle, creating 30
jobs.We have four children: Eoghan, 16,
Thomas, 14, Daniel, 11, an Beibhinn, 8.
I have been an elected member of Limerick
City and County Council since 2009.
I am a board member of Limerick 2030. Our
job is to revitalise Limerick, by acquiring and
developing strategic sites to attract new
employers. One site, the Gardens International
office complex, is scheduled for completion
this year. We plan to create space for up to 700
jobs there. Next up is the Opera Centre - a full
city block development of office, residential,
retail and cultural buildings. The aim here is to
bring life back to the city centre. We are also
master planning for Cleeves and a new
housing development at Mungret.
I’m also on the board of Innovate Limerick,
which brought Troy Studios to Castletroy. We
also created ENGINE, a digital media hub in
the city centre, training local people for media
jobs. People now think of Limerick as a clean
city for high-end jobs in finance and
technology. Having a vision and planning for
the future - these are central to delivering on
jobs, housing, health, and crime prevention:
the four pillars of my work for the people of
Limerick.

WWW.JAMESCOLLINS.IE

HOUSING
There are now 3,089 people awaiting
social housing.
The Council can’t keep up. Even if noone joined the list between now and
2021, and even if the council met its
three-year targets, there would still be
1,700 people waiting for a house.
For first time
buyers, the picture
isn’t any better.
They need a salary
of €45,000 to buy
an “affordable
home”.
We need to do two
things urgently:
1/increase the
supply of land.
Free up Stateowned land for
properly planned housing and
discourage hoarding by developers or
vulture funds.
2/ open up to new ideas: I recently met
with the Limerick owners of Clenn
Construction who have returned from
the United States to manufacture Arated RAPID PRECISION
ENGINEERED MODULAR HOMES.
They are employing local tradespeople
in Galvone,
Limerick.
Their show
house was
built in two
weeks.
When the
old ways
aren’t
working,
you need to
try
something
new.
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HEALTH - FIVE POINT PLAN
1/ 71,000
patients will attend the Emergency
Department at UHL this year, up 6,000 on
last year. If more of these patients were
treated by their GP instead of in the ED,
you would have less waiting times. But the
government contract for GPs was
downgraded. It needs to be improved to
stop GPs emigrating, particularly from
rural areas where the shortage of GPs is
causing huge difficulties. A better GP
contract means more GPs and less people
in ED.

2/ 4,729 people are waiting more than
18 months for an appointment. The primary
care units previously promised to alleviate
overcrowded EDs, and cut waiting lists,
have not been delivered. This has to be a
priority.

NO TO INCINERATION
I’m working closely with Limerick Against Pollution to fight
Irish Cement’s plans to incinerate toxic waste in Mungret.
The dust particles can carry on the wind across a 30km
radius, so this is a huge public health issue. I marched with
residents to voice our concerns. I raised the lack of
monitoring and the health risks on RTE’s Six One news and
on TV3 news, as well as on Limerick’s Live95FM. I made a
detailed presentation at the An Bord Pleanála oral hearing
highlighting our concerns.
This month, I drafted a four-page motion, which was
unanimously passed by
Limerick Councillors, and
must now be considered by the
Environmental Protection
Agency.
The future effect on our health
and on our children’s health is
unknown. Private profits
cannot be put before public
health.

3/ 1,022 patients on
trolleys in March, compared
to 699 in March 2017. People
end up on trolleys when they
are admitted but there’s no
bed. We have been promised a
new 96-bed unit at UHL but as
of now we need 300 new beds
to meet current demand,
especially if our population
grows by 50% as is planned
under the National Planning
Framework. Also, there is still
no funding indicated for
Croom Hospital.

4/Previously beds could be

freed up by releasing patients
to home care or nursing
homes. I would reverse cuts
to home care services and
increase nursing home spaces
which are currently
inadequate.

5/We need more beds, both
public and private. More beds
in private hospitals will free
up beds in public hospitals. A
private hospital planned for
the Dock Road is on hold as a
private health insurance
company refused to back it.
It’s taken the bravery of victims of the
Cervical Cancer scandal to once again
highlight the lack of accountability in
the HSE. Our failing health service
needs serious reform to prevent these
scandals and cover-ups.
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CLLR JAMES COLLINS - A NEW VOICE FOR THE NEXT DÁIL
PROTECTING OUR PEOPLE
Rising anti-social behaviour, burglaries , vandalism of sports clubs
and community centres, these can be traced in part to seven years
of cuts in the Garda numbers. Previously, 80 Community Gardaí
operated out of four stations . Now, it’s 28 out of three - Henry
Street, Mayorstone and Roxboro. Our rural population is
particularly exposed, due to station closures and fewer Garda
cars. Bruff is currently awaiting a Garda Superintendent. When
we increased Garda numbers in the past, the level of serious
crime decreased. Enough with the cuts, we need more Gardai.

Cllr James Collins working with Willie O’Dea TD, Councillors Vivienne Crowley,
Noel Gleeson, Kieran O’Hanlon, Jerry O’Dea, Sean Lynch, Joe Pond, John Carroll,
Mattie Ryan, Mike Donegan and Eddie Ryan.
Planning: In Mungret, we built the schools, roads and a public park FIRST, and
now we are master planning the housing. Forward planning works. We need to
future proof Castletroy whose population is expected to double to 28,000 by
2040. The draft Castletroy Area Plan will govern development in the period
2019-2025. Now is the time to make submissions. If I can help you, contact
james@jamescollins.ie.
Write to me at my constituency office at Collins Bar, Dooradoyle.

Political Profile
Director Innovate Limerick : Troy
Studios, ENGINE Digital Media
hub, Andersen employment hub.
Director Limerick 2030: Gardens
International, Project Opera,
Cleeves, Mungret.
Board of Management Mungret
Community College: New school
build project underway.
Limerick Milk Market Trustee:
Operation of Limerick Milk Market
& Potato Market.
Member Environmental SPC:
Presented at An Bord Pleanála
oral hearing against toxic waste
incineration at Irish Cement,
Mungret.
Member Economic
Development & Planning SPC:
Revised commercial rates and
development contribution
schemes.
Member of Arts & Culture SPC:
Instrumental in the creation of the
first Arts and Culture SPC
nationwide, ensured stakeholder
representation for representative
groups. Introduced new festival,
events & concerts scheme.
Member Limerick City and
County Council Audit
Committee: Audit of council
processes and governance.
Fianna Fáil group leader
Metropolitan District of
Limerick: Party representation
increased from one to six
councillors at last election.
Join the team: help deliver a second
seat for Fianna Fail in Limerick City,
email james@jamescollins.ie

