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How Did That Happen?
A few years ago I did a minor remodel
of the bathroom. Replacing some rotted
sheetrock, I discovered in the wall a butcher
knife. I couldn’t help but think, “Why is that
there? What was the person doing that he would leave a knife
in the wall of the bathroom?” It is a big mystery to me. I
hope no crime has been committed in my home (LOL)
We are in the season of the Christian year when a
mystery evolves. Jesus is crucified and dies. Three days later
he comes back to life. He is resurrected. He is arisen. For
many people this is a great mystery. They ask questions.
“How can a dead man come back to life.”
As people of faith this is our greatest miracle. By the
power of God, Jesus is miraculously brought back to life. How
do we know? They are Biblical and historical accounts of
people encountering the Risen Christ.
This mystery is absolutely true. We base our faith as
Christians upon the truth of this miracle.
Now we have the responsibility to abide in His teachings,
His miracles, His commandment to love one another, His gift of
forgiveness – even of the worst of sins. We are different
people because of Jesus. We must tell others, invite others,
demonstrate to others, that we are followers of the Risen One.
I will probably never know the reason there was a knife in the
wall of the bathroom. There is probably as logical reason. But
for me it will always be a mystery. But you can take this one
for absolute truth – Jesus Christ rose from the grave for the
forgiveness of yours sins and the gift of eternal life. Our task
now is to live the truth day-in and day-out. Let us make the
message known. Jesus rose from the grave because He loves
you so very much. A message we must never forget!
As people of the Easter faith -- thanks be to God for the
resurrection of our Savior.
Blessings,
Pastor Brent

GENERAL BOARD UPDATES from
March 9, 2021 meeting

(See the bulletin board in the Narthex for the complete Minutes)
Church Clerk: No change.

starting again.

Financial Secretary: Week of
Compassion: over $600.

Mission/Outreach: Continue
to work on special offerings.

Treasurer: We have someone
interested in this position.

Stewardship: Memorial Fund
and Reserve Funds will be put
into Money Market accounts.

Worship: Plans for this Easter
Season are in place. Mike Kahler
has agreed to be a song leader
on occasion.
Christian Education: Fiesta
Family Game Night is May 5,
5:30pm. We plan on having VBS
again this year. We are going to
have a Fall kickoff to get Sunday
School and all children programs

Memorial: No report.
Scholarship: We are waiting
on camp reservations.
Pastor Relations: No report.
CF: There will be an SOS
breakfast.
Trustees: General repairs of
smoke alarm batteries and light
bulbs replaced.

Old Business: Mark putting
together a new computer for the
pastor’s office
New Business: Bids were
turned in for moving Pastor Dick,
board agreed on the lower of the
two. Elders would like to have a
recognition for Pastor Brent. His
last day will be April 25. Pastor
Dick’s first Sunday will be May 2.
Fall Festival planning has begun.
Next meeting for General Board is
April 13, 2021 at 7:00pm.

(NEXT MEETING: April 11, 2021 after service)

Trustees Report by Mark Anderson
Stan checked the smoke alarm batteries. Stan and Mark replaced light
bulbs. LaNette had to order more fluorescent bulbs. Mark worked on the
ice dam near the front entrance. Mark is going to try and repair the chair
in pastor’s office, there are three places that need fixed.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

From the Worship Team...
Worship Team has been busy planning for Holy Week Services. We will
have a Procession of the Palms on March 28 and a Maundy Thursday
service on April 1 at 7:00pm. We are asking all who are present (adults and
children) on Palm Sunday and are comfortable walking down the aisle to
participate by waving a palm. We will do this at the beginning of the service
and a member of the Worship Team will give instructions before we begin.
We are trying to get a group of choir members together to sing for Easter. We can wear masks and
distance while we sing. Practice is planned after worship for the three Sundays preceding Easter.
We will see if we have enough people to cover the parts to determine whether or not this will work.
Since there will be no community services during Holy Week, please check out a website that allows you to print a FREE Holy Week Prayers and Scripture guide. This is an opportunity for all of
us to worship individually and yet together. If you cannot print from your computer, please ask another member to print one for you: https://newsletters.christianity.com/ccom-direct-holy-week/
We look forward to Holy Week and Easter Sunday to celebrate our Risen Lord. Please join us in
Worship if you are able, and join us in Spirit if you cannot attend.
We are thankful for Pastor Brent and the wonderful messages he has shared with us as our supply
pastor. Our Worship Team has been so grateful for his participation with us. We look forward to
sharing a ministry with Pastor Dick when he begins his time with us in Vinton. We would joyfully
welcome anyone who would like to join our Team on April 8 at 7:00pm.
Nancy Geiken, Worship Team chair
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Ezekiel 37:7-10 and John 20

Christian Education

Plans are in process for a “Fiesta Family Game Night” on

Wednesday, May 5 at 5:30pm at the church. This also coordinates
with Christian Family Week so we are excited and hopeful that families will come and
enjoy an evening of fun and games together as Christian families. We’ll begin at
5:30pm with Walking Tacos. Games will follow and include a Pinata, Twister, along
with many other active or board games. We will have more information coming soon.
Beginner Bibles and Adventure Bibles have arrived. We are in the process of
getting these to our young families. Our hope is that families will share the experiences and love that Jesus teaches us in the bible and remember his words each and
everyday.
Cleaning and organizing of the Sunday School rooms and storage areas will
begin April 10 at 9:30am at church. We will be looking to catalog and inventory any
Sunday School materials, etc. that we have, put them on computer for future use.
This will include cleaning and decluttering. All those who are interesting in helping
are welcome.
Sunday School for adults and youth continue each Sunday at 9:00am. We will
continue Sunday School classes through May. Adults are using a Lenten study and
the kids will also be learning about Easter.
Future planning includes VBS in August, Kick-off Sunday School Fall Reboot,
Wednesday Night Youth and Chi Rho/CYF. We are looking for an Adult Sunday
School teacher, Wednesday Night Youth helpers, Youth Sunday School teachers
including Jr and Sr High School. Please consider this. Without teachers and helpers
we cannot grow in God’s word and do his work as a church.

Mary McInroy, chair

Fellowship Time
April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

We will post all names of
those going to camp in
the May issue of the
newsletter.

GOD’S SQUAD
April 21 at 6:00pm. We are starting a new project. We will be collecting recipes from as
many church members as we can to make a new First Christian Church cookbook!
We invite anyone who would like to participate to do so.
On April 21, we are asking everyone to bring a sample of their favorite recipe (and the
recipe) for people to sample to get a flavor for our new cookbook. Please bring as many recipes
as you wish but you only need to bring one sample dish.
There will be a sign up sheet on the table in the Narthex so everyone does not bring
dessert, for example.
We look forward to seeing as many people that night as possible. If you cannot attend,
please leave your recipes in the office anytime.
Also, God’s Squad will be furnishing the meal for Cinco de Mayo (May 5) supper for the
Wednesday Night Youth. The time will be announced later.

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TEAM
April 25, will be Pastor Brent’s last Sunday preaching to us.
After the service, the CF ladies will serve a light lunch
(sandwiches, salad and dessert) to share fellowship time
with Pastor Brent. Please join us if you are able to bid
Pastor Brent a fond farewell. We have all enjoyed his time
with us and we want to share all our well wishes with him!

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
04
08
10
17
19
24
29

Rick Erickson (Jennie
Anderson 1st Sunday) and
Sandy Hamilton

Ida Higgins
Ann. Dave & Diana Whitson
Lisa Rule
Jill Fowler
Emma Fowler
Ann Edwards
Hunter Sloan
Nick Fowler

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
Feb. 28
Mar. 7
Mar. 14
Mar. 21

39
43
35
41

$1,650.00
$2,905.00
$ 675.00
$1,380.00

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,670.63
$1,652.50

Total Worship Attendance

158

Average Worship Attendance

40

Diaconate:

Jamie Timmerman
Sam Hite
Kate Timmerman
Kevin Timmerman

C/W
C/W
P
F

Jeff and Angie Downs
NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
Enclosed is a check for $20 to help
cover the postage for the newsletter.
YOUR NAME __________________
Please return this to the office, or in the offering
plate, or you can mail it in. Thank you!

Tanya Buchela

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” April 14, 2021 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

Brent Cantrell, Supply Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
Website: firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

