Disciple Messenger

To inform the congregation of the happenings and possibilities at FCC
Email: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

AUGUST
2021

I remember the Saturday I received a phone call from
another pastor. The message on my answering machine went something
like this, “Dick, I saw him, I really did! I saw him, right here in town. I saw
him at the drug store…”Elvis is alive.” Well, with that, I cracked
up LAUGHING, SO HARD. I have not spoken with my former
colleague in ministry for a long time but you will get to meet him
when he and his wife worship with us here in Vinton the first
Sunday in August. I am looking forward to that very much.
At the beginning of the book, “Who Has Seen the Wind”, author W. O. Mitchel, tells a
humorous tale of a 4 year old Brian O’Connal going to the local church parsonage and
knocking on the door, expecting that God would answer, just like any homeowner. He was
patient, as a delay meant only that “God might be in the bathroom.”
Instead of God, he encounters a somewhat bewildered minister’s wife on the steps of the
parsonage. His comments and questions seem to make her very uncomfortable. I think that
she does not know what to do with the child but does not want to be mean or rude. He is
told to come back the next day, after breakfast, when her husband, the minister, will be
available.
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When the boy does see the minister the next day, it seems that he is quite bewildered;
adults know better than to ask such questions! Children, well, are a different story. The
encounter is an amusing take on how a child might understand the traditional theology of
that era! And yes, I can chuckle, because the child is not sitting in my office!!!
Apparently, Mitchell titled his book after a poem by the same name from the work of poet
Christina Rossetti, “Who Has Seen the Wind?”
In the preface to the book, Mitchell notes that wind is seen as a symbol of the presence of
God.
Shellsburg was certainly well acquainted with wind! A tornado wind! It twisted and lifted
the corn out of the ground recently and scattering it across a several mile area of Benton
County.
“The Gospel According to Mark,” was the first one to be written and it says so little about
the Easter Event that generations of Christians have assumed that the original ending must
have been lost; perhaps the back page of the original scroll just fell off with use!!! (That
actually could have happened.) At some point in the mists of time, some effort was made
to restore the original ending but most scholars agree that the shorter one is the most original. By Sunday morning the women, his friends, knew that he was “good and dead.” They
had probably spent the Sabbath crying. (We’ve all been there!) As the morning dawned on
Sunday, they gathered together the spices they had bought to finish the process used for
preparing the dead for burial. It was the custom; the least the could do for a friend! What a
surprise they must have received, when they went to the tomb and discovered, “he was,
GONE!” Oh, the heavy stone had been rolled away and a mysterious figure told them to
find the disciples and tell them that Jesus would meet them in Galilee! But the text clearly
says, they were so scared, they told no one.
I’ve always gotten a great kick out of that command when I read it in the Gospels. “Don’t
tell anyone!” OBVIOUSLY they broke their silence at some point and I am sure glad they
did!!! Have you shared about Jesus lately? If not, please do.
See you next month, Pastor Dick

GENERAL BOARD UPDATES from
July 13, 2021 meeting

(See the bulletin board in the Narthex for the complete Minutes)
Church Clerk: No change.

Scholarship: No change.

Financial Secretary: SemiAnnual reports are being sent
out.

Pastor Relations: We met
before Board and had a good
visit.

Treasurer: $7000 was received
from Edna Shain Trust interest.

CWF: Bob Moore’s memorial
monies were put into the general
fund but then transferred to CWF
funds for the remodeling project.

Worship: Thank you Personnel
Committee for hiring a nursery
attendant. Thank you to all who
help with the children’s sermons.
Christian Education: We are
looking forward to VBS-it’s just
around the corner.
Mission/Outreach: 5 bags of
food were taken to the Food
Pantry.

Stewardship: This year’s theme
is: Together We Can.
Memorial: No change.

Trustees: John Fowler did
some plumbing repair work; Stan
Geiken repaired the lock on the
shed; LaNette’s computer was
updated for a pop-up problem.
Pastor’s Report: I attended
George Eckhart’s memorial
service; I published my first
article for the local paper; I was
officially installed as pastor by
Pastor Josh Patty and Rev. Liz
Woodward; we purchased a new

Old Business: We moved the
foosball table; Wendy handed out
an estimate for the kitchen work to
be done. There was discussion
about getting deeper sinks and
that the sink work could be done
by Jeff.
New Business: One of the
church signs has been broken
from the derecho. It was decided
to replace it. The quilting group
asked Dana if they could keep
their stuff here somewhere. It was
discussed and decided they could
put their things in the back classroom but that the church is not responsible for any thing left here.

(NEXT MEETING: July 13, 2021 after service)
Trustees Report by Mark Anderson








John Fowler repaired a plumbing problem and he reported that the church should start to updating
some of the fixtures.
Stan Geiken repaired the lock on the shed and returned the church generator.
The soap dispenser in the women’s bathroom has a malfunction and it needs to be replaced.
A video camera was installed on Pastor’s computer.
LaNette’s computer was updated due to a pop-up problem.
A bar for a new curtain was installed on pastor’s door.
Parking lot weeds were sprayed.
FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

From the Worship Team...
Below you will find highlights and information on what the Worship Team is
presently working on.






FAVORITE HYMNS - Please write your favorites on the request forms. We will be singing
some of your favorites in August and September.
NURSERY ATTENDANT - Thank you Personnel Committee!
MARY MCINROY - Thank you for encouraging our children to participate in our worship!
CHILDREN’S MESSAGES - Thank you to all who present messages. If you would like to help
in this area, please sign up on the list that is on the clipboard.
SONG LEADERS - We are in process of scheduling song leaders each month. If you would
like to be a song leader please sign the list on the clipboard or see Nancy.

Next meeting: August 5 at 5:00pm. We need you! If you would like to join our team, please plan to
attend!

STEWARDSHIP and FINANCE
Stewardship and Finance met and our slogan for the 2022
Estimate of Giving will be “TOGETHER WE CAN”.
We ask you to pray about what you CAN DO for our church in
2022 and we will give you an opportunity to share
what you CAN DO.
As always, we thank you for all that you DO for FCC!!!
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Psalm 51:1-12 and John 6:24-35
Leviticus 6:1-5 and Luke 19:1-9
I Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 and John 6:51-58
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 and James 1:17-27
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 and Mark 7:24-37

Christian Education
Christian Education is busy with VBS it’s just around the corner, August 3-5 from
5:30-7:30pm. “Camp Holy Mackerel” is our theme this year. We have many fun things planned for each
evening. CWF will provide our “Superman Meals.” Jaime Stein and Brittany Usher will organize the arts
and crafts. Sandy Hamilton and Melody Spence will lead the kids in music. Youth helpers will make sure
there are plenty of camp games. “Save the Date” cards were sent to the children in June. We encourage
them to bring a friend. We know they will have a great time with their friends at VBS.
Our “Kick Off” for Fall Sunday School will be unique this year. What do you think of “tail gate” party? We
are in planning stages for a little different beginning to our Fall Sunday School program. We look forward
to making this a special time as children and adults come together and learn about our Savior Jesus
Christ and share his word with others.
We are hopeful that we can continue Wednesday Night Youth but are struggling with leaders and helpers. We are hopeful that CYF and Chi Rho can begin the same time. We continue to evaluate what we
can do for our youth.
Mary, Christian Education chair

Outreach continues to collect food for the food pantry and delivers it every Tuesday.
They are VERY appreciative of our efforts. We will have a special part in one of the
three Sundays in August to give you a chance to do what “YOU CAN DO” to support
this wonderful cause.

Fellowship Time
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

Mary McInroy
Jaime Spence
Mike & Marian Kahler
Sandy Hamilton
Tanya Buchtela

Children’s Message
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

Wendy Dunkelberger
Dana Jumper
Kathy Miller
Sandy Hamilton
Tanya Buchtela

GOD’S SQUAD
God’s Squad’s cookbook is now ready to go to press and it looks
fantastic. We appreciate all the recipes that were submitted and we
think it is a wonderful cookbook for yourself or for gifts.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
CWF presented bids for new kitchen countertops, sinks and faucets at the last Board Meeting and they
voted to accept the bid. We have decided to paint the cupboards instead of buying new (recycle, reuse)
and the ladies may need some help with projects in the future. (Something YOU CAN DO)! Also, our
quilt sales are slow this year, so we will be selling Raffle Tickets after church to give you an opportunity
to purchase as many as you like.
Rita Moore made the beautiful queen size and we would like to see her efforts pay bid dividends for
our church. Another thing that “YOU CAN DO”!

FCC Fall Festival
Excitement is building as the committee continues to
plan for our day full of fun and activities. Sue Erickson
is busy organizing the carnival games,
Tanya Buchtela is overseeing the crafts. God’s Squad
has been making crafts during their meetings to sell.
God’s Squad cookbooks cookbooks are almost ready.
They will be $15 each. You can reserve a copy now,
just let Wendy or Joyce know how many you want.
Sounds like we are going to have some yummy items
to sell for the bake sale, we can always use more!
The Silent Auctions baskets sound wonderful. If you
need a basket or need help wrapping them...let Sam
Hite know.
Lunch committee is preparing for a barbeque lunch
with all the fixings.
Attractions-popcorn, dunk tank (who’s first?), cotton
candy, snow cones, balloons, face painting, tattoo artist, bubble artist, train rides, pink firetruck, police car
and canine unit.
Yard signs are here. If you want to put one in your
yard to help advertise for the festival, please see Vicki.
Tickets for the Quilt sale for $5 each or 5 for $20!!!
Rita Moore did a wonderful job making the quilt.
Thank you everyone who is helping or has donated!!!

This year Vacation Bible School is
August 3-5 from 5:30-7:30pm. Over the
many years I’ve seen our church make
necessary changes to VBS. When I was a young child, Bible
School began right after school ended for the year. My siblings
and I (and there were many of us) would walk to Bible School
every morning for two 2 weeks. No meals were served, since we
were done before lunch. However, we would have the most
delicious homemade cookies and a glass of Kool-aid in the
middle of the morning. We took our offering every morning to
Bible School and sometimes fresh peony or iris bouquets for our
teachers. Our classrooms were divided by movable partitions in
the basement of the church.
Today our Bible School looks much different. We have evening
bible school in order to have enough teachers and helpers. We
serve an evening meal instead of cookies and Kool-aid. We now
have a larger beautiful church with individual Sunday School
rooms that have doors and a nice fellowship hall.
VBS still happens this many years later and continues to be an
important part of this church for children, grandchildren and
others. We are blessed this year to have teachers and helpers
and many volunteers who will be bringing music, crafts, games,
food, and many surprises to help the children understand God’s
teachings.
We only ask that you take the time to bring the children to this
wonderful experience. In the bible Jesus says to “Let the come to
Him.” See you at Vacation Bible School.
Mary McInroy

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

“ESTIMATE OF GIVING” 2022

“TOGETHER WE CAN”

Working together in service to my church, with my
expression of Christian Stewardship. I intend to give
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH the following:
$_____________________

or

$__________________

Weekly

Monthly

Through 12/31/2022

Name ________________________
Date ______________
************************************************************

FOR YOUR RECORDS:
As one of God’s stewards, I have declared my intent to
give to the ministries of our church:
$_____________________

or

$__________________

Weekly

Monthly

Through 12/31/2022

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
01
02
03
05
06
07
09
10
11
12
14
18

19
20
24
25
27

Linda Miracle
Ann. Kevin & Jamie Timmerman
Ann. Nick & Jill Fowler
Jeanne Crosby
Carol Gibbs
Kate Timmerman
John Betterton
Brendan Rule
Sam Hite
Ann. Bryan & Ann Edwards
Raela Uthoff
Gladys Hummel
Pete Fowler
Donna Merchant
Jaxson Rule
Carrie Fowler
Ann. Gary & Connie Millard
Natalie Peters
Ann. Jeff & Angie Downs
Larry Christianson
Irene White
Ann. Bob & Theresa Fowler
Jamie Timmerman
Luke Moubry
Calen Downs

Sandy Hamilton and Wendy
Dunkelberger

Diaconate:

Dave Whitson
Lisa Murdoch
Calen Downs
Diana Whitson

C/W
C/W
P
F

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
June 27
July 4
July 11
July 18

43
36
48
41

$1,415.00
$3,791.00
$ 975.00
$ 739.00

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,670.63
$1,730.00

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

168
42

John and Pat Betterton

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
Enclosed is a check for $20 to help
cover the postage for the newsletter.
YOUR NAME __________________
Please return this to the office, or in the offering
plate, or you can mail it in. Thank you!

Nancy Geiken

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” August 18, 2021 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

Dick Jumper, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
Website: firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

