Disciple Messenger

To inform the congregation of the happenings and possibilities at FCC
Email: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

JULY
2021

In This Issue...
From the Pastor
front
News from the Board
2
Trustees Report
2
FCC Vision and Mission
2
Worship Team
3
July Verses
3
Christian Education
4
Summer Campers
4
Fellowship Time
4
Children’s Message
4
God’s Squad
5
Christian Women’s
Fellowship
5
Stewardship and Finance
5
Address Changes
5
Summer Lunch Volunteers 6
Fall Festival
6
Birthdays/Attendance
7
Schedules
7
July Calendar
insert

The pandemic has taught me a valuable life
lesson! As we begin taking off our masks, shaking
hands, going to restaurants, and even sitting in movie
theaters again, I realize that I could forget what I’ve
learned.
As time goes by and my memories of the past year grow dim, I might
just go back to normal. And the deprivations, the struggles, and the loss of
this plague-time have shown me that I shouldn’t settle for normal.
Oh, I’m happy to resume many of the patterns that I took for
granted before lockdown. But the operative phrase in this for me is “took
for granted.”
Living through so much social, economic, emotional, and spiritual
upheaval made me realize how much I have taken for granted. As a result,
how often I have been inattentive to what is right in front of me and how
much of my time is spent flying on automatic pilot.
Above all, I have taken life itself for granted. My life! The one and
only life that is mine. At least for now, I am keenly aware of how precious it
is. And I don’t want to lose the animating power of that insight.
For years I have prayed the Serenity Prayer before getting out of
bed. Several weeks into the pandemic, as I lay in the dark seeking
tranquility, courage, and wisdom, I realized that thousands of people had
not made it through that very night.
To greet a new dawn is a gift. A gift given to me by God. So, I added
a simple, heartfelt prayer of thanks for being alive.
The pandemic taught me that this day is the divine gift of my life.
And it is always this day.
This is a day like none other! Being present to it in all its particularity,
in its uniqueness, is crucial. As Mary Angelou put it, “This is a wonderful
day, I have never seen this one before!”
And most importantly, this is the day—with all its surprising beauty
and haunting messiness—that God shows up. And nothing—especially me—
will be the same when I actually notice. Jesus was getting at something
similar when he told Nicodemus, (John 3:3) “No one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.”
He went on to say, (John 3:8) “The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
There is nothing normal about the life of faith. How could there be?
It’s always a new life born each day from an encounter with the wildly
loving God. It may seem like a paradox but this is what eternal life looks
like.
See ya next month...Pastor Dick

GENERAL BOARD UPDATES from
June 8, 2021 meeting

(See the bulletin board in the Narthex for the complete Minutes)
Scholarship: Nothing to report.

Church Clerk: 1 death, Pat
Hopper.

Pastor Relations: We met
before Board and had a good
visit.

Financial Secretary: Anonymous donation of $4000 was
received; $75 donation was
made to the kitchen renovation.
Treasurer: We are doing ok.
Worship: We have small gifts
for the dads.
Christian Education: VBS was
discussed-August 3-5, 5:30-7:30.
We need Teachers and helpers.
Mission/Outreach: Wendy will
deliver the donated food to the
Food Bank.
Stewardship: We will meet on
June 15 at 1:00pm with Pastor
Dick and Dana joining us.
Memorial: Nothing to report.

CWF: We decided to change
the name back to CWF. We
talked about the kitchen update.
We will be getting 2 new islands
at no more than $1000 total. All
funds from the cookbook and
from the Fall Festival will be
allowed will be going to CWF.
Trustees: Pastor’s door was
worked on. LaNette received a
new desk, since the old one was
unrepairable. Batteries in the
hand dispensers were replaced
and well as lightbulbs. Weeds
were trimmed. John Fowler will
be looking at the north toilet in
the women’s bathroom.

Pastor’s Report: Rev. Walt
Grimes filled in on May 31. I
attended the last VAMA meeting
before their break for summer. I
have been asked to serve as
Chaplain for the American Legion
post in Vinton and I accepted.
Old Business: VAMA yearly fees
($50) will be coming due. We
discussed and approved for an ad
to look for a nursery attendant.
New Business: Rick discussed
about opening the church back up
for non-members use of the
church for funerals. Board agreed
to open it back up but the cost
may go up. It was approved to use
$2000 of the $4000 donation to be
put in the CWF account to use for
the renovation.

(NEXT MEETING: July 13, 2021 after service)
Trustees Report by Mark Anderson







Mark completed some work on the Pastor’s office door.
The secretary’s desk was unrepairable and replaced with a used desk.
The soap dispenser in the handicapped bathroom had the batteries replaced.
Lightbulbs were replaced in the sanctuary.
Weeds were trimmed.
The north toilet in the women’s bathroom has been sticking. John Fowler will look at it.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

From the Worship Team...
The Worship Team did not meet in June. We had only two members who
could attend, but some informal communication is moving us forward. We
have some plans for Father’s Day, celebrating all of the men of our congregation on June 20.
Since July 4 falls on a Sunday this year we plan to do a little red/white/blue decorating and will
also be singing some of the religious patriotic hymns such as “God Bless America” and “My
Country Tis of Thee.” We plan to celebrate the gift of giving in a country where we are free to
worship without fear, and to thank God for this gift.
The need for a nursery attendant during worship has been referred to the personnel committee.
We will be asking the congregation to request favorite hymns which can be worked into the
services during the summer and into the fall. Watch for request forms in the July bulletins.
The next Worship Team meeting will be at 7:00pm, Thursday, July 8. We welcome anyone who
would like to be a part of our team
Nancy Geiken, Worship Team chair

July 2021
4
11
18
25

Psalm 138:1-8 and II Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Ezra 17:22-24 and Mark 4:26-34
I Samuel 17:1-4, 11, 19-23 and Mark 4:35-41
Lamentations 3:22-33 and Mark 5:21-43

Christian Education
Vacation Bible School will be August 3-5 fro preschool through 5th grade and
from 5:30-7:30pm. This year we are excited to bring “Camp Holy Mackerel” to the group. Save the date
cards are being sent out and kids are encouraged to bring a friend. We are looking forward to a fun time
with activities including music, videos, crafts and God Moments. We will learn about God’s HOLY Spirit
in our lives. A meal will be served each evening.
We are looking ahead to Sunday School Reboot in the fall. Teachers and helpers are needed
Wednesday Night Youth, Mom’s Group, Chi Rho/CYF are being evaluated on how best to encourage
families to become involved.
We pray that as we continue to seek to do what is best for our church family that the work of our
committee be a blessing also to your family.
Mary, Christian Education chair

Jonnalyn Gibbs
Bryson Rule
Carol Gibbs
Hiro Gibbs
Scout Gibbs
Kathy Miller
Emmy Rule

Fellowship Time
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Wendy Dunkelberger
Melody Spence
____________________
Karen Moubry

Junior 2
Junior 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2

July 13-17
July 13-17
July 17-18
July 17-18
July 17-18
July 17-18
July 17-18

Children’s Message
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Craig Streeter
_________________
_________________
Dana Jumper

GOD’S SQUAD
God’s Squad continues their work on the cookbook. We think this
will be a great fundraiser and we appreciate all the support.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
CF voted to change the name back to CWF.
CWF continues the kitchen update plans.
We are excited to begin this project.
Soon you should be able to see some changes!

$$$Stewardship and Finance$$$
They met on June 15 and started working on the program for this
year. All we can say so far is:
LOOK FORWARD TO SOME SURPRISES!!!

ADDRESS CHANGES
Rick & Sue Erickson
106 Blue Jay Avenue
Vinton, IA 52349

*****************************

Craig & Vicki Streeter
201 Q Avenue South
Vinton, IA 52349

Carrie Fowler
1014 3rd Avenue NE
Waverly, IA 50677
All phone
numbers and email
addresses are
the same.

Vinton/Shellsburg Summer Lunch Program
All Volunteers be at the school by 11:15am
First Christian Church Volunteer Schedule:

July
July
July
July

8
15
22
29

Joyce, Connie, Raela
Jennie, Wendy, Raela
Wendy, Della, Raela
Della, Rita, Raela

Fall Festival committee is busy working on plans for this year’s Festival. If you haven’t had a chance to
sign up to make/bring a Silent Auction Basket, let us know and we’ll be glad to add yours to our list. You
can also call the church and LaNette will add your name to the list.
We know some of you are busy working on crafts and we appreciate all who donate items for the craft
sale.
The “Kids Carnival” have some new games added this year as well as some of the same old favorites.
(eg. Slime!!)
The Bake Sale committee is actively recruiting bakers. Yum Yum!
Attractions this year so far include the very popular train, tattoo artist, police and canine, popcorn, and
balloons. And new this year is a DUNK TANK (won’t that be fun!). We are looking for face painting artist.
If you know of anyone please let us know. Also looking for cotton candy machine as well as looking for
more tents for carnival games. Let us know if you can help with these.
The luncheon committee will soon be making a sign up list.

We are trying to get yard signs made as part of our advertising for church families to put in their yards.
Quilt sales - Rita Moore will be setting up a table at the Farmer’s Market Thursday nights to sell tickets
for the quilt. These are $5 each or 5 for $20. Please see her for tickets. This is a beautiful quilt that she
made to donate for the fall festival.
This year’s Fall Festival proceeds will be used to update the church kitchen.

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
03
04
06
08
10
12
14
16
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31

Lois Martin
Jim Hilliard
Kenny Higgins
Kyle Moubry
Roberta Bohnsack
Pat Betterton
Mark Anderson
Della Berger
Sandy Hamilton
Mary Kramer
Ann. Dennis & Cathy Hummel
Kevin Timmerman
Ann. Jim & Elaine Hilliard
Jim Merchant
Chad Sloan
Tom Geiger
Joy Whitson
Michael Kahler
Ann. Jim & Donna Merchant
Dean White
Connie Millard
Raedyn Buchtela
John Fowler

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
May 30
June 6
June 13
June 20

56
44
51
55

Jennie Anderson and
Jeff Downs

Diaconate:

Kathy Miller
Jaxson Rule
Lisa Rule
Joel Hanover

C/W
C/W
P
F

$1,695.00
$3,198.45
$ 976.70
$ 840.00

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,670.63
$1,677.54

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

206
52

Jeff and Angie Downs

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
Enclosed is a check for $20 to help
cover the postage for the newsletter.
YOUR NAME __________________
Please return this to the office, or in the offering
plate, or you can mail it in. Thank you!

Vicki Streeter

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” July 14, 2021 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

Dick Jumper, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
Website: firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

