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To inform the congregation of the happenings and possibilities at FCC
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As I looked at this FIRST BLANK page of my FIRST
newsletter to you, I smiled but yet at the same time
there was a point of apprehension as to what words
of wisdom I might impart to you this month (smile, oh
my!). God has YOUR picture on his refrigerator!
As requirements are loosened on our reactions to the Covid-19
mandates, your administrative board has been cautiously doing the same.
Masks are now optional during worship services and the Bibles, hymnals,
and supporting materials have been returned to the pews for our use. We
are beginning to get back to normal! We must take it easy, however!
Have you ever had to have something calibrated? We are surrounded
by instruments that occasionally need it. From thermometers to a computer
mouse-from scales, (I like to calibrate my scales about 5lbs light!), to
compasses, somethings need to be calibrated. To calibrate means to
measure an instrument’s accuracy or performance by comparing it against a
perfect standard.
One that I think of is the compass. There is a difference of about
1000 miles between true North and magnetic North. Learning to calibrate a
compass can mean the difference between ending up at the right place or
ending up miles away! With that in mind, have you ever considered what it
would be like to have your life calibrated? Is that even possible?
The book of James is a great book of practical living for the Christian.
The book of James has always been for me the book that shows where “the
rubber meets the road” in terms of living out the Christian life. For me, there
is something about the straight forward, practical approach that James takes
that is so winsome, (and challenging!)
We’ll see how James helps us calibrate our lives to the “True North”
of Jesus.
James originally wrote his book to scattered believers. As we begin
returning to normal from our Covid-19 scattering I am looking forward to the
time when all will be back to “normal”, as I am sure you are too.
Over the next month, take 15-20 minutes and read through the entire
book of James. (Yes, you can).
Ask God to show you the parts of the book that he’s leading you to
lean into. Ask God to show you the areas of your own life that need
calibration. Then, ask God to give you grace to be calibrated in such a way
that it brings him Glory!
See ya next month...Pastor Dick

GENERAL BOARD UPDATES from
May 11, 2021 meeting

(See the bulletin board in the Narthex for the complete Minutes)
Church Clerk: 2 new members:
Jim and Donna Merchant

Stewardship: On break.

Financial Secretary: We had a
personal donation of $3000 for
the general fund.

Memorial: Received donation
of $990 from Gladys Hummel’s
family. Harold Cassen’s donated
tree has been planted.

Treasurer: Doing ok this
month.

Scholarship: Received foundation interest money of $4100.

Worship: May 9 flowers to the
women; May 16 Prelude played
by Nancy’s student; May 23
special Music; May 30 Walt
preaching and special music.

Pastor Relations: We will meet
every month for a while.

Christian Education: VBS is
scheduled for August 3-5. We will
need helpers. Fiesta Night was a
success. Thank you God Squad
for the food!!!
Mission/Outreach: We donated $330 to the food pantry so far
this year.

CF: We will be purchasing 6
more round tables; we will be
beginning to remodel the kitchen
soon.
Trustees: Stan replaced
soaker hose in the flower bed;
weeds were sprayed; we moved
the love seat out of the office; 2
bags of trash was picked up
outside; Mark replaced a light
bulb; minor plumbing and minor
work done for the pastor.

Pastor’s Report: Jennie took me
around to meet and serve
communion to the shut ins; Dana
and I attended the SOS Brunch as
well as the Fiesta Family night.
Old Business: Plans for Fall
Festival are going well. Face
masks are now optional; Hymnals
and bibles are back in the pews.
New Business: We are going to
start filling up the grocery cart for
the Food Pantry.
Next meeting will be Tuesday,
June 8. Everyone is invited.

(NEXT MEETING: June 6, 2021 after service)
Trustees Report by Mark Anderson
Geiken family planted a memorial in memory
of the Cassen’s family.

We picked up 2 bags of trash outside, still more to pick up
By someone younger.

Stan replace the soaker hose in the flower bed.

We did minor plumbing work.

We sprayed for weeds in the parking lot.

There was minor work done on the sound system for pastor.

We moved the love seat from pastor’s office.

We found a file cabinet for LaNette.

.

We replaced a light bulb in the sanctuary.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

From the Worship Team...
The Worship Team met on May 6 and welcomed our newest member,
Pastor Dick, and we’re so pleased to also welcome back Melody Spence.
We summarized for Pastor Dick what we had been doing the last year and
the vision of our Team.
Plans were reviewed for our May Worship services. A gift of a flower for each woman in
attendance on May 9 also Special Music for a small group of singers; special prelude music for
May 16 from one of Nancy’s piano students; Pentecost Sunday, May 23, decorations on the
pews, with a special responsive reading and unison Pentecost prayer. We are asking everyone to
wear something red that day and special music from small group; Memorial Sunday, May 30, will
include special music as well.
Looking ahead to June, we are planning a small gift for each of the men who attend worship on
Father’s Day. We want to honor all Christian men that day. We are all part of the “Family of God:,
which is the Fellowship song we have been singing for Worship during May.
We also discussed mailing a bulletin from each Worship Service to each of our shut-ins who
would like to receive one. We were unaware that LaNette had already been doing this. If you
have not been receiving a weekly bulletin and would like to receive one, or know of someone who
would, please contact the church office, 319-472-2153 or if you would like to be removed from this
list, please call the same number. We miss you and hope that receiving a bulletin will provide you
with an opportunity to stay a little more connected with our church family.
Nancy Geiken, Worship chair

June 2021

6
13
20
27

Psalm 138:1-8 and II Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Ezra 17:22-24 and Mark 4:26-34
I Samuel 17:1-4, 11, 19-23 and Mark 4:35-41
Lamentations 3:22-33 and Mark 5:21-43

Christian Education
The CE committee met earlier this month.
The Family Fun Fiesta held earlier this month had a really nice attendance. The kids and adults
enjoyed walking tacos and participated in lots of games and the Pinata was fun as well.
Sunday School will conclude May 30 for the summer. We continue to look for teachers and helpers.

Vacation Bible School will be held the evenings of August 3-5 and will include kids through 5th grade.
We are again looking for helpers. More details will be shared next month.
We continue to look at Wednesday Night Youth, Chi Rho/CYF and a Mom’s Group and are in need of
leaders in order for these to happen.
Fall Sunday School Reboot will be discussed at our next meeting in June and hopefully will be able to
continue on Sunday mornings. We have discussed dividing classes into an older kid’s class and a
younger kid’s class. Nothing has been decided yet.

We welcome your suggestions and ideas and help so we can continue to grow and do God’s work.
Mary, Christian Education chair

Fellowship Time
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

Peggy Malone
Jeff & Angie Downs
____________________
____________________

Children’s Message
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

Dana Jumper
_________________
Nancy Geiken
Tanya Buchtela

GOD’S SQUAD
God’s Squad is continuing to work on the COOKBOOK and are still
accepting recipes. They will have a joint meeting with Fall Festival
group on June 9 at 6:00pm. Then again another meeting on June 23
at 6:00pm.

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TEAM
The CF group has decided to change the name back to CHRISTIAN
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP. They will be remodeling parts of the kitchen very
soon. All are always encouraged and welcomed to join our group which
meets the 3rd Thursday at 9:30am.

Effective immediately

Any purchases made on behalf of First Christian Church will
have to be made through the CHAIR of the COMMITTEE ONLY. Forms
are in the office and must be filled out and returned by the
chairperson responsible for that committee.
The treasurer has to be able to track purchases so when the
bills come in, she has the information she needs.
We thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.
If you have any questions, please contact Joyce or Wendy.
This was approved by the board at their meeting on April 13.

FALL FESTIVAL—-September 18
10:00-2:00pm First Christian Church
We are still in need of an ATTRACTIONS chairperson!!!

ACTIVITY/COMMITTEE
Kid’s Outdoor Carnival
Attractions
Luncheon
Silent Auction
Bake Sale
Crafts
Quilt Raffle
Facilitations
Quilt Tickets:

CHAIR
Sue Erickson
in charge of train rides,
Dunk tank, popcorn, etc
Dave & Diana Whitson
Sam Hite
Wendy Dunkelberger
Tanya Buchela
Rita Moore
Jeff Downs

$5 each or 5 for $20

CAMPER

CAMP

DATE______________

Austin Spiker
Calen Downs
Jaxson Rule
Cameron Downs
Hudson Rule
Jaice Tuttle
Jonnalyn Gibbs
Bryson Rule
Carol Gibbs
Hiro Gibbs
Scout Gibbs
Kathy Miller
Emmy Rule

Standing Rock
CYF 1
CYF 1
Chi Rho 1
Chi Rho 1
Chi Rho 1
Junior 2
Junior 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2
Grand Camp 2

June 5-12
June 22-26
June 22-26
June 22-26
June 22-26
June 22-26
July 13-17
July 13-17
July 17-18
July 17-18
July 17-18
July 17-18
July 17-18

Vinton/Shellsburg Summer Lunch Program
All Volunteers be at the school by 11:15am
First Christian Church Volunteer Schedule:

June 10
June 17
June 24

Wendy, Rita, Raela
Sandy, Della, Raela
Nancy, Jennie, Raela

July
July
July
July

Joyce, Connie, Raela
Jennie, Wendy, Raela
Wendy, Della, Raela
Della, Rita, Raela

8
15
22
29

On May 8, 2021, Eve (Pederson) Mahr was
ordained to SACRED ORDER of DEACONS
by the right Reverend Alan Scarfe, Bishop of
Iowa.
Eve Mahr is a very involved, active member
of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
Des Moines. She is the daughter of Wineva
and the late Gerald Pederson, and was baptized at First Christian Church in 1956 where
she retained membership until her marriage.
In God’s Love, Wineva Pederson

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
03
05
11
12
14
16
17
25
28

Ann. Stan & Nancy Geiken
Wanda McNitt
Ann. Walt & Ruth Grimes
Elaine Hilliard
Jayden Sloan
Ann. Dean & Monika White
Ann. Tom & Terry Geiger
Ann. Ron & Peggy Malone
Ann. Brendan & Lisa Rule
Jim Morrison
Jaxson Buchtela
Ann. Luke & Sara Moubry
Ann. Morris & Ida Higgins

Kathy Miller and
Rick Erickson

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
Apr. 25
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23

55
51
51
55
49

$ 840.00
$3,215.00
$1,719.89
$1,165.00
$1,469.00

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,670.63
$1,681.78

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

21061
52

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
Enclosed is a check for $20 to help
cover the postage for the newsletter.

Diaconate:

Carol Gibbs
Lisa Murdoch
Sam Hite
Angie Downs

Karen Moubry and
Wendy Dunkelberger

YOUR NAME __________________
Please return this to the office, or in the offering
plate, or you can mail it in. Thank you!

C/W
C/W
P
F

Karen Moubry

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” June 16, 2021 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

Brent Cantrell, Supply Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
Website: firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

