Disciple Messenger

To inform the congregation of the happenings and possibilities at FCC
Email: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

NOVEMBER
2020

In This Issue...
Pastor’s Note
News from the Board
Trustees Report
FCC Vision and Mission
Worship Team
November Verses
Christian Education
Fellowship Time
Children’s Sermon
Chi Rho/CYF
Sanitizer Update
Fall Festival
Webpage
Contact Update
Thank You
Women’s Group Starting
Pumpkin Story
Birthdays/Attendance
Schedules
November Calendar

front
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
7
7
insert

To Be Content….
(Read: Ecclesiastes 6:1-12, James 1:15-18)
Being content is not always easy. Our homes are clean and
decorated, but Pinterest has so many new ideas! We have
closets full of clothes, but they are all last season. There’s a guy
with a bigger and louder truck or a gym member who can lift
more weights. When we start pining for what others have
instead of appreciating and celebrating what we have, we begin
chasing an unattainable satisfaction, an “I’ve arrived” moment
that Solomon calls meaningless and compares to chasing after
the wind.
Discontentment and jealousy are real problems, and if we let
them, they will consume us. Ecclesiastes 6:7 says, “Everyone's
toil is for their mouth, yet their appetite is never satisfied.” When
we’re consumed with jealousy or envy, we waste the blessings
we do have wanting the things we don’t have. After all, if we
don’t enjoy what we have, how can we expect to see the
blessing in what God intends to give us in His perfect timing?
God has good things planned for the rest of our lives.
God already has good things planned for the rest of our lives.
We don’t have to waste a lifetime striving for more. Proverbs
23:4 (NET) says, “Do not wear yourself out to get rich; be wise
enough to restrain yourself.” There is rest when we enjoy the
prosperity God has given us. So let’s take time today to thank
God for every good thing we’ve been given.
REFLECT:
What good things has God given to you? Make a list and thank
Him for them. Put the list where you can go back to it and add to
it often. What are you jealous of? What have you been pining
for? Ask God to change your perspective about those things
and replace your desire with contentment in what He has already given you.
See You Around the Lord’s Table Sunday Morning, Pastor Brent

GENERAL BOARD UPDATES from
October 13, 2020 meeting

(See the bulletin board in the Narthex for the complete Minutes)
Church Clerk: No change.

Walk”.

Financial Secretary: No
change.

Mission/Outreach: No change.

Treasurer: Joyce filled out the
papers for the Pandemic loan,
which turns it into a grant.

Memorial: No change.

Stewardship: No change.

Worship: We have started the
Children’s Sermon and the
Fellowship Time back up. We are
hoping to have some choir
specials for the holidays.
Christian Education: Sunday
School for the kids is going well.
The adult class will be starting a
new book, “The

Scholarship: No change.
Pastor Relations: No meeting.
CF: The CF group will provide
the Thanksgiving Dinner after the
Annual Meeting, November 15.
They will check with nursing
homes regarding how to do the
Christmas plates.
Trustees: Mark installed the
sanitizers. Craig has taken the

Old Business: Pete Fowler has
offered to help Melody with the
church’s website. The Nomination
Report has been approved. There
have been some changes with the
Pastoral Hiring Committee. The
church has agreed to open a new
checking account (debit card only)
for LaNette’s Angel Tree funds.
New Business: The budget for
2021 has been approved. New
women’s group has been started:
God’s Squad...all are welcomed to
join the group.
Next meeting: November 10

(NEXT MEETING: November 8, 2020 after service)

Trustees Report by Mark Anderson
We have installed soap dispensers as their locations are marked and all
of them have been delivered.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

From the Worship Team...
The Worship Team met on October 8th and discussed several items. We have
decided to begin the Children’s Sermon during Worship. Please consider signing
the clipboard on the table in the Narthex to help us out with this project. If many
people participate, none of us will have to do this often. It is a wonderful service to
our children. In addition, we also have a signup sheet on the clipboard for
Fellowship treats in the Narthex. We are asking people to bring individually wrapped “treats” and please stop
by for coffee and an opportunity to visit with others.
We will continue to use nametags through November and then revisit our decision. Thank you for stopping
by the easel in the Narthex to select your name tag for Worship. We decided to add real bread for Pastor
Brent to break during the communion service. This is a symbolic art, and the bread will not be passed out to
the congregation. Thank you to Kathy Miller for providing the bread. Kathy also brought two small tables to
put behind the elder’s chairs as a place to put the lids as communion is being served.
Nancy and Stan, and Jennie and Mark will continue to “manage” the sanctuary (lights, temperature, furniture
placement, etc.) on Sunday morning and probably during funerals. This is something that our pastors have
automatically done. Until we have a full-time pastor, these small tasks need to be covered by our members.
We are looking for one more volunteer to cover for us when we are unable to attend. Please contact Nancy
for more information. Thanks so much!
Nancy Geiken, chair
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Christian Education
Christian Education met on Tuesday, October 13 at 6:00pm. Adult Sunday School and Youth
Sunday School have started with steady but smaller attendance. We continue to sanitize and
children are wearing masks during Sunday School. Mary and Lisa are putting together lessons for those kids that cannot
attend Sunday School right now and mailing them.
Wednesday Night Youth was discussed. We are still looking at several options for continuing the program this year. Options are to make boxes or crates to give to families, or put together learning and fun activities to send to each child a
couple times a month, or if we would have someone volunteer to coordinate Wednesday Night, we could try to have it.
We are open to any suggestions.

Cleaning and organizing Sunday School rooms and storage rooms will continue as time allows.
Discussion continues on Mom’s group. No action at this time due to Covid.
We continue to struggle as a committee with what is best and safest to do during this time. Please continue to pray for our
church and families.
Mary McInroy, chair

CYF/ChiRho

Due to the on-going health pandemic, we are currently
suspending our efforts to have face-to-face youth meetings
for Middle School and High School aged youth. Please
watch future newsletters for any announcements regarding
when we may try to start the groups again.

Fellowship Time
Nov. 1
Nov. 8
Nov. 15
Nov. 22
Nov. 29

Jamie Timmerman
_____________________________
Pat Betterton
_____________________________
_____________________________

Children’s Sermon
Nov. 1
Nov. 8
Nov. 15
Nov. 22
Nov. 29

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
Mary McInroy
_____________________________

GOD’S SQUAD
The first meeting of our new ladies group met on October 7 at 7:00pm. We will meet on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:00pm (notice time change).
The first thing we did was choose a name “God’s Squad”. Our purpose is to gather in fellowship,
learn new things and to serve others. We came up with many ideas for future projects including
crafts, possibly a recipe book, cookie exchange and even field trips.
Our October 21st meeting, we made stuffed pumpkins from fabric. We had a fun time! Our
November 4th meeting we will be making a mesh wreath. On November 18, we are going to make
fabric baskets for treats for our shut-ins. We will use prepackaged treats and candy this year.
Please come and join our group and bring a friend or two along. We are having lots of fun and
fellowship. Hope to see you on November 4.

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TEAM
CHAIR:
VICE CHAIR:

We met on October 15 and elected new officers:
Wendy Dunkelberger
SECRETARY/TREASURER;
Diana Whitson
Connie Millard
These positions will begin on January 1, 2021

We are currently planning our Thanksgiving Dinner. November 15 after the
Annual Meeting-the whole dinner will be supplied by CF!
Christmas Baskets will be our next project!!!

ANNUAL BOARD MEETING
NOVEMBER 15
Thanksgiving Dinner will be served after the service.

The office will be closed
November 26-27

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES

04
07
19
26
27
30

CJ Fowler
Patty Corcran
Brian Anderson
Becci Sloan
Carole Phelps
Morris Higgins

John Fowler and
Jeff Downs

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
Sept. 27
Oct. 4
Oct. 11
Oct. 18

47
50
48
53

$ 950.00
$3,145.57
$ 945.00
$ 750.00

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,744.48
$1,447.64

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

198
50

Diaconate:

Kevin Timmerman
Hanna Timmerman
Kate Timmerman
Jamie Timmerman

C/W
C/W
P
F

John and Betty Fowler
NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
Enclosed is a check for $20 to help
cover the postage for the newsletter.
YOUR NAME __________________
Please return this to the office, or in the offering
plate, or you can mail it in. Thank you!

Kathy Miller

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” November 18, 2020 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.

Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

Brent Cantrell, Supply Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
Website: firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

