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I well remember a conversation I had
with a very successful businesswoman
who had climbed the career ladder very
fast and very high and had earned lots
of money and recognition. She said to
me, “I don’t need anyone but myself. I don’t depend on anyone but myself. I have learned that you have to take care of
number one and not rely on others.” Even though she didn’t
recognize it, she was in great danger because the facts are
she is not self-sufficient, regardless of her track record or
accomplishments. You see, we may be able to get by with
out self-sufficient attitude for some time and we may fool
ourselves into believing it is true. But there will always come
a time when you face the reality that you are not enough.
Death certainly is one checkpoint that shows up the
fallacy of self-suffiency. The Bible says “...people are
destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.”
(Hebrews 9:27). This is one place for sure where we have to
admit our inability to help ourselves, and place our trust totally in the Lord Jesus Christ. His death, burial and resurrection assure us that, through faith in him, we can face death
knowing that beyond the grave is an eternity with God. But
you can’t do that on your own. None of us is self-sufficient
when it comes to dying. We are dependent on God. The
Apostle Paul had to learn that he was not self-sufficient, even
though he was well educated, had the right credentials and
was total devoted to serving Christ. He faced a disability that
showed him how insufficient he was! But he learned the great
truth that God’s grace was sufficient for him, for God’s power
is made perfect in weakness. If you want God’s power to be
made perfect in your life, admit your weakness, confess that
you are not self-sufficient, and know the wonderful freedom
of operating in God’s grace, which will be totally sufficient for
you.
Thanks to all who were involved in the very successful
FALL FESTIVAL! It was a job WELL DONE! You all get an
“atta girl and an atta boy” and 5 gold stars!
Pastor Dick

GENERAL BOARD UPDATES from
September 14, 2021 meeting

(See the bulletin board in the Narthex for the complete Minutes)
Church Clerk: 3 deaths:
Woody Miracle, Rev. Walt
Grimes and Marian Kahler

approval next month.

Financial Secretary: We have
received $50,580 in pledges for
next year.

Scholarship: No change.

Memorial: We received $670
from Woody Miracle’s family.
Pastor Relations: We met
before board meeting.

Treasurer: Holding steady.

CWF: We updated the Service
Guide; funeral luncheon for Pat
Anthony’s family.

Worship: Budget for 2022 has
been finalized; discussing music
selections for World Communion
Day, Thanksgiving Sunday, and
1st Sunday of Advent.
Christian Education: Tailgating
party was a success; Wednesday
Night Youth will start on Sept. 22.
We still need someone for
grades 6-12 for Sunday School.
Mission/Outreach: Still
searching for a chairperson.
Stewardship: Budget ready for

Trustees: Stan and Mark
trimmed the arborvitae, watered
flowers, replaced light bulbs,
picked up trash and trimmed
weeds.

Old Business: Table rack was
approved for purchase Nominating
Committee has been approved.
New Business: Service Guide
changes tabled until next month; it
was discussed that Pastor Dick
will be the Administrative Supervisor and he cannot fulfill his duties,
it would then fall on the Chairman
of the Board.
Next General Board meeting will
be Tuesday, October 12 at
7:00pm. Everyone is invited to
attend.

Pastor’s Report: Wedding for
Jenny and David Curfman; 2
funerals-Woody Miracle and Rev.
Walt Grimes; 2 Zoom meetings;
Cluster meeting; moving date is
September 27.

(NEXT MEETING: October 10, 2021
Trustees Report by Mark Anderson
Stan and Mark trimmed the arborvitae, watered flowers, replaced light bulbs, picked up trash and
trimmed weeds.
The hand sanitizer by the Sanctuary doors malfunctioned. I placed a squirt bottle on the table.

FCC Vision and Mission Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.

From the Worship Team...
The Worship Team is looking ahead! We now have a calendar which will
take us to Epiphany, January 2, 2022. There are a few things to fill in for
special music and a Christmas Eve service. If you have any suggestions,
we are listening!
We have finalized our budget request for 2022 and given it to the
Stewardship Team. We have planned special music for World Communion Sunday on October 3.
(If you like to sing, please join us!) We have brainstormed for ideas to honor our Veterans on
November 7 and hope to coordinate with the Christian Education Team for that Service.
With Pastor Dick’s approval, we have selected Advent Candle Lighting Services to begin
November 28, which will be our Hanging of the Greens Service. Team members are now helping
to finalize a special service for that Sunday. We have traditionally asked members to do the
candle lighting services, and we will do the same this year. We invite family units, as well as you
and a friend, to sign up to present one of the five Sundays. Scripts are short and will be given to
you ahead of time. There will be a sign up sheet on the clipboard in the Narthex.
We promise more Autumn and Advent information next month. Please pray for our church,
community, and country. Autumn blessings to you!
Our next meeting is scheduled for 7:00pm on Tuesday, October 5. Please join us if you would like
to help with future planning of our Sunday Worship. Nancy Geiken, chair
***************************************************************************************************************

EMAIL CHANGE FOR FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
The church had to get a new email address, so if you have sent the
church an email in the last month, we did not get it.
So please use this new one:
fccvinton52349@gmail.com

OCTOBER
3
10
17
24
31
OR…

Job 1:1-2, 2:1-10 and Mark 7:24-37
Mark 10:17-31 and Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Mark 10:35-45 and Job 38:1-7, 34-41
Jeremiah 31:7-9 and Mark 10:46-52
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Mark 12:28-34
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Ephesians 1:11-23 or
Luke 6:20-36

Christian Education
The Christian Education committee continues to be busy. This month, Sunday
School started with KICK FOR for TEAM JESUS tailgating party. Trunks were decorated with stories
from the bible. Kids and adults enjoyed an outdoor breakfast and tailgating games. We were thankful
that Mother Nature provided us with a beautiful sunny day.
Wednesday Night Youth Group will begin September 22 from 3:30-5:00pm with a Cook Out.
Youth (preschool through 5th grade) will be meeting each Wednesday after school. Flyers were sent out
to the kids, and they were encouraged to bring a friend. Rick and Sue Erickson and Kathy Miller will be
helping each week. Sandy Hamilton and I will be taking turns leading. If you are interested in helping,
please let us know. A snack will be served each week. We will have a sign-up sheet if you would like to
provide a snack.
Plans will begin soon for a Christmas Program for Youth this year. Brittany Usher and Jamie
Stein will be working on this. This is always a special treat for our church.
Sandy Hamilton, with the help from Rick and Sue, will be working with the CHI RHO/CYF. Plans
are being made to begin in October.
We are looking for a Sunday School teacher for 6-12 grade. It will be a truly rewarding
experience for the person or persons who choose to serve the Lord in this capacity.
Mary McInroy, Chair

Wednesday Youth Snacks
October 6
October 13
October 20
October 27

Fellowship Time
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31

Sue Erickson

Children’s Message
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31

Please return your “Estimate of Giving” forms as soon as possible.
Thank you!

GOD’S SQUAD
Our next meeting will be October 13 at 6:00pm
Be thinking of some ideas for future projects to help our community
Our Fall Festival was a huge success again this
year! Over $5000 has been raised so far. We were
blessed with a warm and sunny day.
The Barbecue lunch was YUMMY and enjoyed by many. The crafts and bake sale
was a hit, selling all those special handmade goodies. The silent auction had so many
wonderful and unique baskets. I believe there were close to 30 baskets (WOW!)
Our cookbooks were ready, so we were able to sell them along with the raffle of
the beautiful quilt that Rita Moore made and donated to the festival.
The carnival was great! We almost ran out of prizes! Kids enjoyed slimy nose
picking, train rides, dunk tank, free popcorn, photo booth. They ate cotton candy, had
sno cones, and got to visit with the local Police and canine unit as well as our bubble
artist. Also popular was face painting and the tattoo artist.
As you can see, it took our Christian Church army to pull off this very successful
day. We thank EVERYONE for your endless help.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

KITCHEN UPDATE
I heard from the home improvement company doing our kitchen work and they are down to
one fabricator and installer, so our work is now 2nd on their list. I told them our annual
Thanksgiving Dinner is November 11 and we would like to have it done by then and he said
he would do his best.

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
02
03
04
06
10
12
15
17
23
25
27

Ruth Grimes
LaNette Parker
Wendy Dunkelberger
Linda Kearns
Craig Streeter
Abigail Moubry
Terry Geiger
Rachel Bonar
Wineva Pederson
Roger Uthoff
Ann. Pete & Danelle Fowler
Joel Hanover
Ryan Fowler

Sandy Hamilton and
Rick Erickson

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
August 29
Sepetember 5
September 12
September 19

41
43
44
48

$ 674.35
$3,525.00
$1,231.50
$1,182.00

$ Needed per week
Average received per Sunday

$2,670.63
$1,653.21

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

176
44

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
Enclosed is a check for $20 to help
cover the postage for the newsletter.

Diaconate:

Lisa Rule
Joel Hanover
Jaxson Rule
Carol Gibbs

C/W
C/W
P
F

Sam Hite and Carol Gibbs

YOUR NAME __________________
Please return this to the office, or in the offering
plate, or you can mail it in. Thank you!

Rick Erickson

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” October 13, 2021 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

Dick Jumper, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com
Website: firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

