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I want to address some serious questions about the future of our congregation. At our Annual Meeting in November (which will be the third
Sunday of November, November 18, since the second Sunday is Veteran’s Day) we will review the budget for the coming year, look over the
reports of the various teams and units of the church, and act on the report of the nominating committee. As usual, there is good news and bad
news about the health of our church and the condition of our congrega-

On the positive side, we continue to participate in a number of valuable ministries,
locally and beyond. But, even though we are doing ministry well together, there are concerns.
Many of our volunteers are stretched to the maximum and it is often difficult to see how some
of our ministries can continue for long. We are close to the time when we will need to discontinue worthwhile ministries due to lack of volunteer help because our numbers are aging and
dwindling.
Now is the time to make some tough choices. In the coming year we should engage
in a process to decide which of two directions we want to go. We can continue pretty much as
we are. If we do that, we will most likely see our numbers dwindle gradually to the point that
we will have to cut ministries and activities, perhaps sooner than we would like to think. In the
future, we may not be able to justify a full-time pastor, a secretary even twenty hours a week,
and other things that we take for granted.
We do have fairly significant reserves. If we just continue as we are, there is a good
chance that we will run out of people before we run out of money. By following this course, we
can provide pastoral care and comfort to each other for several years, but the church will probably turn inward go into survival mode. That leads to a downward spiral that many churches
are experiencing. It may lead to partnerships with other area churches, to some kind of consolidation, or to dissolution of the church within perhaps fifteen or twenty years.
The other direction the church can choose is to take the risk of making changes. We
might risk some of the reserve funds in programs and people who will take the church in new
directions. The twenty-first century church does not look like the twentieth century church. In
the future, church may not meet at conventional times. It may do much more out in the community, meet more out in the community, and redefine membership. I have no idea where
such a direction will lead this church. I have no concrete ideas or preconceived notions of
where such a course will take us. I do have ideas for where we might access resources that
will help you, the congregation, make long-term decisions and remake our mission and goals.
The choice between these two actions belongs to the congregation. There are resources available to help us transform ourselves into a church for the twenty-first century.
If the church decides to pursue new directions, I feel that my role will be a bit like that
of Moses. I can journey with you as you make these choices and position yourselves for
transformation. I am not the right leader to strike off in bold new directions. I do hope that I,
like Moses, can be around to see your congregation’s future from the mountain top and know
that it is good!
God Bless, Dave Neas

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
General Board met on Tuesday, Stewardship: done and now
September 11, 2018.
awaiting pledges to come in.
Church Clerk: no change

Memorial: no change

Financial Secretary: We have
received $56,900 thus far in
pledges.

Scholarship: no change

Treasurer’s: We came out
ahead for the month.
Worship: worked on gaps in
music while Rachel is out.
Outreach: 65lbs of food was
delivered to Food Pantry. Dave
and Dale delivered the donations to Marshalltown.

Pastor Relations: no meeting this
month
CF: The Annual Committee Report was done at last meeting.
We have some new ladies helping in the kitchen for funerals and
other occasions-welcome Joyce
and Connie
Trustees: no changes at this time

Pastor’s Report: Lynn Yoch has
resigned as an elder due to health
concerns. We appreciate her service. Thank you Mark Anderson for
his work in making computer adjustments that allow us to use recorded music. Dale and I will attend
the Disciples Public Presence Conference at the Christian conference
center in Newton. We enjoyed and
learned from the Regional Gathering. Habitat for Humanity is looking
for projects to do this fall.
General Board meetings are open
to all and are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm

Trustees Report:
(NEXT MEETING: October 7….9:30am)
Well, let’s see...we had our budget meeting and got through it.
We still have not gotten the sink in the women’s bathroom completed. There’s a little snag
with the sink, but Craig will get it figured out.
We have been talking about working on the window that was vandalized. We need to get
that taken care of before winter.
It’s been really quiet...not much going on.

CC Vision and Mission
Statement
Vision Statement: First Christian Church of Vinton, Iowa commits to grow
in covenant with God, one another, and community.
Mission Statement: To meet this vision, we unite as the body of Christ through
worship, study, prayer, fellowship and service.
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From the Worship Team...
Several people have stepped up in September to provide
music for services. Nancy Geiken has played on the weeks
when she and Stan are not singing in the choir at the Presbyterian Church. Nancy also recorded songs on the Clavinova and Melody Spence and Vicki Streeter have played
the songs for the services.
Rachel Bonar has helped with Wednesday Night Youth, including providing music there and
we hope to see her back playing for Sunday Services sometime during October.
We have a number of ideas for special music that could be performed during the upcoming
Thanksgiving and Advent season and perhaps before, provided there is interest and an accompanist available.

OCTOBER VERSES
October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28
Volume 1, Issue 1

Matthew 5:17
Matthew 4:8-10
Matthew 21:33-41
Matthew 6:9-10

Exodus 19:3-7 and 20:1-17
Joshua 24:1-15
II Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27, 12:1-9
I Kings 3:4-9, 10-15, 16-28
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Christian Education
We opened Wednesday Night Youth on September 19 with 12 kids. We dodged
raindrops, grilled hot dogs, had s’mores, and learned some things about the Bible and
ways we can access the Bible through apps on our phones. In the coming weeks, we will
make decorative blocks for the new Meditation Garden, have an outing at Kacena
Pumpkin Farm on October 17 and do prayers and visits with some of our church’s shutins. We are already looking at possible Christmas programs.

We have discussed Summer activities for 2019. We have learned that some churches
are doing three “Day Camps” during the summer, one each month, rather than having
traditional VBS. We are brainstorming ideas for things we might do this coming summer. If anyone has an idea for field trips or something we could do right here in Vinton, talk to Brendan or Lisa Rule or Pastor Dave.
Sunday School got under way September 9. Sandy Hamilton is teaching the Adult
class, Mary McInroy and Lisa Murdoch the smaller kids class, and Tanya Buchtela is in
charge of the class for older kids. As always, Duska Phelps is in charge of our Nursery,
which is open during the Sunday School and Church hours.

MID-WEEK
YOUTH MEALS
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31

Mark/Jennie
Anderson
POW WOW
Mary Kramer
Angie Downs
No Meeting

MID-WEEK YOUTH HELPERS:
October
October
October
October
October

3
10
17
24
31

Dale Neas
Sandy Hamilton
Sandy Hamilton
Vicki Streeter
No meeting

Mission and Outreach
Dale Neas, chairperson

Pastor Dave discussed the Reconciliation Offering that will be running
during the month of September.
The M&O committee delivered 65lbs of food to the Benton Co. Food Pantry in August.
Two of the five fans were placed during the month of August. The remaining 3 are at
church. Altogether we purchased 21 fans. I will pick up the distribution list from E.C.H.O.
next week.
Bill Spangler-Dunning sent out an email asking for specific items to be donated to Marshalltown FCC. Dave and I delivered them.
The annual budget for the year 2019 was discussed. We deleted the line for advertising,
$100. We asked that Basic Mission Finance be increased to $1600, and Outreach Projects
be increased to $500, making the annual budget $3000.
The committee tabled the fundraising discussion. We are trying to decide what to have.

Fellowship Time
October 7
October 14
October 21
October 28

Roberta Bohnsack
Angie Downs
Vicki Streeter
Peggy Malone

Our church has received a bequest
from Edna Shain’s Estate. It was
given in trust for this church through
Christian Church Foundation.
Kirby Gould, of the Foundation, will
be at the October 9 Board meeting
at 7:00pm to explain the terms of
the bequest. All members are encouraged to attend that meeting.

Interesting Facts from
Benton County Food Pantry
(Families serviced in 2018)

Month
Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
Apr.
May
June
July
Aug.

Households #People #Kids #Seniors #Adults
91
197
45
65
87
71
134
21
65
48
73
146
28
65
53
61
127
18
65
44
71
145
30
63
52
75
143
31
65
47
91
203
68
55
80
91
204
47
55
101

Benton County Food Pantry
Year #Families
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

224
239
315
602
824
925
941
???
934
533

#People
571
541
730
1,043
1,355
1,723
2,089
1,946
1,765
1,095***

***this figure is as of August 1

This year the Vinton-Shellsburg Community School Summer Lunch program served 6873 lunches to people under 18 in
the community. There were 597 lunches served to adult helpers, parents, and others who came with the young people.
This includes the sites at Tilford School and at Shellsburg. At Tilford, the school personnel were assisted by volunteers
from six local churches: Bethlehem Lutheran, United Presbyterian, Wesley Methodist, St. Mary’s Catholic, Prairie Creek,
and First Christian Church. On behalf of the young people served, the Daycares, and the staff and administration of Vinton-Shellsburg Community School, I wish to thank everyone who helped out with this program last summer. In addition to
the lunches, 3163 Breakfasts were served by the school staff.
Cost of the program is reimbursed through a USDA program administered by the Iowa Department of Education. The
school also provides transportation to and from selected sites in town for young people using the program. A portion of
the transportation expense of $1528.49 was paid by a grant from the Vinton Area Ministerial Alliance of $500. Here’s a
comparison between the participation in 2018 and 2017:
Year
2017
2018

Breakfast
2368
3163

Lunch
5960
6873

Others Served*
597

*Others served include volunteers and parents and other caregivers who ate with the young people at a cost of $3.00
each. I do not have the 2017 number for this item.
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OCTOBER

Ruth Grimes
Ann. Glenn & Laurie Spalding
LaNette Parker
Wendy Dunkelberger
Linda Kearns
Pastor Dave Neas
Craig Streeter
Abigail Moubry
Patricia Anthony
Terry Geiger
Jennifer Bliss
Rachel Bonar
Wineva Pederson
Luke Erickson
Bill Wacht
Roger Uthoff
Dick Eldridge
Ann. Pete & Danelle Fowler
Ann. Josh & Amanda Erickson

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
August 26
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23

55
59
35
66
46

$1,486.00
$2,227.75
$1,623.00
$1,641.00
$1,053.11

$ Needed per week
Avg received per Sun

$2,351.31
$1,606.17

Total Worship Attendance
Average Worship Attendance

261
52

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders:

Morris Higgins and Karen Moubry

Diaconate:

Tanya Buchtela
Madyson Rule
Della Berger
Cameron Downs
Kelli Doughty

C/W
C/W
P
F
extra

Greeters:
Ken Dake

Worship Leader:
Kathy Miller

Children’s Sermon:
October
October
October
October

7
14
21
28

Pastor Dave
Mary Kramer

Newsletter Postage

Enclosed is a check for $40.00 to help cover the
postage for the newsletter.
Your Name________________________
Please place this in the box
in the office or in the offering plate

LIFELINE SCREENING
Will be at
First Christian Church on
Monday, November 19
Please see the insert in
this newsletter for more
details!

VISIT THE WEBSITE:
Firstchristianchurchvintonia.org

Published monthly by the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1209 West 13th Street, Vinton Iowa 52349
The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of the
“Disciples Messenger” is October 17, 2018 Word File if possible.

Sunday School 9:00 AM (Sept-April)
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM
Nursery is available.
Mid-Week Youth --- Wednesdays 5:30pm (Sept-April)
(Pre-school - 5th grade)
Chi Rho and CYF (Grades 6-12)
Handicap facilities are available

David Neas, Pastor
LaNette Parker, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday – Friday
Phone: (319) 472-2153
E-mail address: firstchchurch@hotmail.com

